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15 Semper flore novo redolens, sic semper benen 
Per viridem pomis sylvam pendentibus aureis. 
bo Ergs, ubi nitendum est cæcis te opponere _ . vat * 
Seminibus, vi mira arbor Cithereia pretat. , 
Quippe illam Citherea, suum dum plorat Adonim, | os 
6 | Munere Gonavit multo, 1 virtutibus auxit. . 
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+DroDeiel Turnerg in e ee FO 

= Sis eV emec Dimas: (cd mentions: the 
following case of a patient who had been treated 

| by. a course of vegetable acids. “ Being at one | 

4 time in company with that excellent practitioner 

n Charles Bernard, a gentleman came into his 

4 study, as I had reason to believe, upon somf pri. 


ee vate business; upon which I retired into another . 


. room, when in a few minutes he came to me, and 
4 desired me to come and see the effects Of A new 0 
method of curing the pox. The patient had 
been for two months under the care of a noted 
& Philo-acidus, who placed the cause of this (and I 
« think-most other diseases) in an Alkaly, for a 
« light infection therefrom: In order to eradicate 
„ which, he was advised to eat half a dozen of the 
largest lemons he could get, daily, besides good 
* cstore of verjuice at his meals, which method 
* after some other prescriptions) was to be con- 
6 tinued for a month: ; by which time, instead a” 
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terly work De Augmentis Scientiarum, mentions it 
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& his cure, be bound himself crusted over vich in 


et veterate scabs and other pustules; yet was told that 


& he was well, and that these would scale away of 


| * v1 A which he was, ee u the gen- 
make wial of ; as he did a little while, till Some 


e ulcers growing corrosive, and eating farther in, 
« by reason of the acrimony of the humours un- 
« derneath, forced him to comply with a mercuricat 
e ptyalism, under this artist's care, * which his 

cure was soon compleated.” | 


The same author likewise notices an opposite sect 


of practitioners, the Mico-acidi, hose theory led 
them to the use of alcaline remedies in the Lues 


Venerea: He then suggests, that by being ob- 
« stinately wedded to some mere bypothesis, or 
affecting a chymical philosophie babling, sub- 


4 jecting medicine (which is incompatible) to a ma- 


« thematick standard, and amusing the patient with : 
« a jargon of hard words, you may very pro- 


4 bably do mischief, if not utterly destroy him 


The illustrious Chancellor Bacox, in his mas- 
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nds one of the disenses of — ofici 


s infect their speculations and doctrines with some 
* © peculiar opinions they happen to be fond of, or 
« the particular sciences to which they have most 
applied. Hence, che mechanical physicians have 
bad their day, and the chymists are again assuming 
the right of We d a1 ae 
Pra FFF 
1 the ee Paracelvis and Van Hel 
- mont is superseded by the phraseology of modern 
illumination, it may be questioned, perhaps, whe- 
ther. either of them have facilitated the cure of 
diseases. I am very far from insinuating that ex 
perimental chymistry has been useless in the prac · 


ice of medicine; but 1 would guard young prac- 


 titioners against that licentious spirit of innovation 
which has bewitched some of our Speculative en- 
quirers after knowledge. * Nihil magis à vera 
« morborum cognitione mentem retrahit, quam 
C effrænis illa speculandi disputandique licentia, 

te cui in ipsa praxi adeò indulsere medici Arabes, 
& et quotquot post eos fuere Galeniei. ( 
N % 0 on 
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OH Praxeos Medice, Bagliv. Lib. i. chap. 1.4 6. 
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This Sullctiis. — of wens dexerves atten- 1 
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In bar 10 e ede the pads on which 1 
am writing, and to make a fair estimate of the 
value of the new antivenereal 'remedies ; it will be 
proper in the first place, to atate che facts by which 
their efficacy is supported, in as concise and per- 
spicuous a manner as possible: The reader will then 
be prepared to form an idea of — ne ey | 
have to public nx notice. £45 hs 


_— 


40 1 5 3 e contra will be brought 
forward; and some additional cases will be recited, 
which have never before been published: An at- 
tempt will next be made, to . adjust the apparent 
incongruities of certain reports on this subject; and 

lasily, a few practical inferences will be drawn from 
the whole. 
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chAPTER 11. 


; 4 Su nam view of the Aitestations math $i 5 


hitherto. borne. to the efficacy of 9 5 new. Anti- 
| venereal Remedies. . 
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Sxcriox the First. Mr. Scotts Textimony. | . 


2 E. is Ul 8 that all the $i of : mercury, 
used in medicine, contain a portion of oxygen or 
pure air; and it was Some years ago suggested by 
Dr. Girtanner, of Göttingen, that to the operation 
of this active principle we are indebted for the cure 
of Syphilis, when mercury has been administered: 
But Mr. W. Scott, surgeon in the East India Com- 
pany's service, at Bombay, first endeavoured to 
verify this doctrine by actual experiment. The 
nitric acid, 6 ) containing about four parts of pure 
air and one of azot, was the first substance that oc- 
curred to him, as being fit for a course of experi- 
ments in or Venereal Disease: He tried this 


5 acid 


410 The Acid of Nitre i is bins in various me 
of 3 ; rag the e of oxygen to 
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acid algo i in some ' other complaints ; ; as reault of 
ei it is not my present business to notice. . N 
In W a" it was — 5 . 
Scott's desire, to a person who had a head-ach sus. 
pecied to arise from the Lues Venerea: He had 
taken several courses of mercury, which removed 
the sympioms; but they constantly returned after a 
| certain period. On using the acid, about a foxt- 
| night, the patient was perfectly freed from his head- 
ach, and remained very well for a few months, as 
was e to him after aer "> : 
Mr. 
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that of aaot is less chan akon of the former to one of the 
latter; it is termed nitrous acid; and in this state fumes 
of a red colour are very freely emitted : But when there 
ate four parts of oxygen, by weight, combined with one 
part of azot, the acid is transparent and: colourless, 
emits no vapour, its constituent parts are more firmly 
united than in the other species, and it is denominated 
nitrit acid. So that nitrous acid, is the acid of nitre 


5 containing a smaller proportion of oxygen; whereas, 


the nitric acid is super-oxygenated, or surcharged with 
| that principle. 


(4) The following observations of Mr. W. Scott are 
extracted from a small pamphlet, which was sent to Sir 
Joupy Banks, entitled Some Letters upon the ap- 
«« plication of the nitric 140 to Medicine: From the 
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1795; at which time, be alledges, that the nitric acid 


cacy. His words are as follow: © I have now 
« had a pretty extensive experience of che good 
* effects of the nitric acid in Syphilis; and I have 

& reason to believe, that it 1s not in general less 
_ & effectual than mercury in removing that disease, 
2 IN ALL ITS FORMS. AND IN EVERY STAGE OF 


* 1Ts CONTINUANCE. I think that in some cases 


« it has even superior powers; for I have succeeded 


completely with the acid, when mercury admini- 
« stered both in this country, and in Europe, for 
years together, had failed of success“ 


« A mass of mercury in the circulation pro- 
5. duces many disagreeable effects, that make it 


* often necessary to give over its use before it has 


« answered its intention; but the nitric acid may 


« be taken a long time without any material injury 


4 to the health, nor are its effects on the mouth, in 


« producing inflammation and a flow of saliva 80 


« disagreeable as from mercury,” 


4 As the acid I distil is not strong, and is of 
RY | | i unequal 
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Mr. Scott's first letter is dated April the goth 
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c PN eee 8 Ide n 5 
. chiefly by che taste i in giving it. Imake two 

« pints of water as acid as it can well be drank. 
„ This quantity is finished every twenty-four hours; 

. 6. taking 5 about Aa b madeira glass full 3 only at a” 
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«1 Mate ee e symptoms 


cc wich the acid in eve days; more commonly, „ 
c think they give way in a fortnight ; but some- 


« times, though seldom, they continue for twenty” 


days without any apparent relief. 5 have 
« cured Syphilis. wich the acid under a variety 


of forms, where. no other remedy had ever” | 
« been employed; and for two years, I have 


40 8 seen no relapse in hose cases. I have ad- 
lh; ministered it against the primary Symptoms 'of the 
60 disease; and 1 have given it for exostoses, for 
| «. carious bones, for nocturnal pains, for eruptions 
2 & and ulcers of the skin, and 5 75 wy train of 


41 N that i iD attendant o on hut. 

This e writer: cab 7 hinting, 
« that several of his friends had begun to use the 
4 8 acid in Syphilis, and that an accountiof 
pau, 7. „ their 
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+ | "6. their. e Should make-the FEM obs 


future paper.” « I hope, zays- he, | this slight 
, account will induce medical practioners to try 


C7 the effect of the nitric acid in Syphilis ; a dis- 


& eave, which, in this climate, (viz. the East Thdids) 
« eq OST OS art.” 0 
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The ee of Mr. Scou is he June 


the 11th 2796. He therein endeavours to obviate : 


an objection which might be made against the 
nitic a cid, 


wii it, or to sweeten it with sugar or liquorice root. 
Although. were additions oy _— the remedy 


0 When It is 3 chat Ke: Scou's: — 


f ret excited the notice and subsequent experiments of 


| gentlemen in Europe, and that whatever good or harm 


has been done by the trial of the oxygenated remedies 
ought to be chiefly attributed to him, I shall be pardoned 


for having been rather copious. in my extracts from his 
letters. It is my wish that the present essay should exhibit - 


an impartial statement of the facts which have hitherto 


| (May 1798) been made public, both for and against the 
new plan of treatment: I cannot, therefore, allow my- 
elf to suppress any thing * _ * tend to 


7 establish their _— 
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acid, on account of its decomposing the 
teeth : His method i is, to mix the conjee of rice : 
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et 8 diminish . its effect,” 


. 


NME. e eee 8 1 the RET 


wm ee with the earth of alum, it had he 


6 advantage of not acting in the ame way on he 
te teeth: From this nitric clay, he obtained the 


1 ame effects as from the nitrie acid.” 


ahem} bidy <a 


 titioners, on the purity and, consequent. strength 
- of the acid used in Syphilitic affections: They 


suppose that the failures are often. to be attributed 


to the weak powers of the remedy. | But Mr. 
Scott, whose success appears to be inferior to that 


of no other gentleman, was very indifferent about 


the purity of the acid he used, and was chiefly 
. guided by its taste in the proportion he exhibited. 


The acid of nitre that J first employed for in- 5 
6 ternal purposes, was the palest coloured acid. that 


. I could procure from Apothecaries Hall. 


6 & . . . This contains a great deal of marine acid.” | 
When, Mr. Scott had used all he bad from Apo- 


 thecaries Hall, he procured more by means of an 
apparatus which be contrived for that e, and 


3 . 
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be n Sen letter. Of 


the acid 80 prepared, he says, © I gave one or two 
& ounces by measure every day, sufficiently: diluted 


. vith water. As this , e 5 Same with / 


& eſſects of which I was 3 with from 
« experience, 1 was less anxious to separate the 
| + marine acid... . This is the acid that I 
07 * have wein e ae n wh = 

- Hig third letter, nk Jp 22, 1797, among 
other particulars, mentions a nem discovery in re- 
gard to che acid, which was deemed « of ouffici- 
et ent consequence to be laid before the public; as 
& jt seems to remove the chief objections that have 
r been brought against it by practitioners: These 
« objections are its unpleasant taste and bulky 
© form. have now made it probable that, like 
6 mercury, the nitric acid is absorbed by the 
skin, and afterwards produces in the oyatem 
et the same | effects that arose from its inter- 
«inal use: In this way I have tried it only 
ec in two instances, and with a degree of suc- - 


'& cess that 1 could: hardly have expected. 
TCT 
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| „ The fun case was . 5 
s for many months had laboured under a variety of 
6 the most dismal symptoms of Syphilis, for which | 
mercury gave him but an imperfect and tempo- | 
+ rary relief, He could not retain the nitric acid 
+ 70 on his stomach in a sufficient quantity to effect a 
« cure. In this situation it struck me to advise him 
$6 to bathe his legs for an hour or two daily, by sur- 
C6. rounding them vith cloths which he kept wet | 
« with water acidulated with the nitric acid: He 
soon experienced a remarkable relief; his skin 
e became clear, which on some parts had long had. 
E the characteristic eruptions of this disease; his 
« „ atrength returned, and his nocturnal pains went 8 
« away. I believe he is now perfectly cured; as 
6 Ee Ie 


ce In Slide” 3 i tibiz from | 
« Syphilis were alleviated by a nitric bath; but 
this person was obliged to leave Bombay after he 
& had used it only fora few days; nor have I heard 
| bo any thing from bim since that time,” | 


The 


of treating venereal en e excite the 
a reader's curiosity, if not. his hopes: The next letter 
of Mr. Scott, (which bares date the gth of Au- 
gust, 1797) gives a mn of the success 
he met ee h beh. 
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c Since 10 1 of my ws rack 
8 : of last month, I have seen a case of Lues Ve- 
& nerea that affords me THE MOST SATISFACTORY 
ec evidence of its great and "OY Surprizing WOW | 
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2 e ee ae for symp- 
(e toms of Syphilis, three different courses of mer- 
« cury in the space of eight months, with all the 
64 e eee 3 in 
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(4) The candid and judicious reader is particularly re- 
quested to observe, how scanty a measure of evidence is 
accounted by Mr. Scott to be the mos! satisfactory ; 
as if no farther proofs were wanting to render it more 
complete. One or two succesful cases is, doubtless, too 
lender a foundation to build an important practical 
axiom upon; especially, when its object is 10 * banish 
« a remedy,” which, during the experience of three 
ne has EIT" e useful. . 


. 30 be. | Bride is ee t- i 5 
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cout, his eee vas eb Sore, hat | . 


6 became tiff, dess | | 
/ & one chair to another, his arms were ict ina 
8 similar way to his legs, and one of them remained 
_ 6 perfectly immoveable. But a few days ago, h de | 
44 e eee 1 


« ix the 26th of lace bach L woe h in 
9 merse his legs and part of his thighs for an oe 
« in the morning and an hour in the evening, in a 
« wooden vessel, which contained water so much 
« acidulated with the nitric acid that the skin could 
« scarcely bear it without uneasiness. In two days 
« afterwards he could make use of his rigid arm; in 
« the space of four days the pains had left both his 
« arms, his head, and one of. his legs; for three | 
& days more the pain in the other leg continued to 
e decrease, and on the fourth it nearly vent 
«6 away: He is already without pain or com- 
4 _— pres a mile vithout 5 
e at «As 


As the same acidulous water will answer for a 
« Jong time, I now find that a smaller quantity of 


6 » Das Sari Might ee I have aveady 


seen, 1 do suppose that, bathing in the nitric acid; 


4 properly diluted with water, is still more effectual 
« than-its internal use; and that ether way of ad- 


& ministering it eee eee — as more 


« eee, 


0 10 A FEW ARS, 1 THINK THAT Mzcxcuny, 
E As A REMEDY FOR Los VzNEREA, WILL BB 


* BANISHED- BY THIS 40D; and in 5ome of my 


«. dreams for lie improvement 'of the condition 


«. of man, I even imagine that the poison of Syphilis 5 
&, may, in a great measure, be extinguished over the 


& face of the earths. not by the efforts of the ma- 
& gistrate, but by an agent” LIKE THIS, Fe n 


& and efficacious.” 


The reader will permit me to arrest his attention 
5 Ke a moment, before I close this evidence, and 


these imaginations, of Mr. W. Scott.— The . 
ticulars . above, are the result of his practice 


— 
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during 


. 
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ide, that he bas N his. oxpariments 
with the utmost caution, and related them with the 
greatest possible fidelity. His success, in most re- 
spects, seems to have been complete; and his hopes 
as to the utility of his discoveries, are extremely 
eanguine: Under these impressions then, I wich the 
following authorities, i in favour of the new plan of 
treatment, to be perused; because, however 
strongly Mr. Scott has his views, 

practitioners will be found approving and adopt- | 
ing the same plan and the same views in different 
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Ye a Liverpool, in 


Dr. Rollo, dated February the 20th, 1 797, —— 
1 ing of the acid applied by Mr. Scott to the cure 


„ Says, © 1 have proved this prac- 
nous instances, and can assure you of 
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te the a acid daily i in a pint and a half < or r two o pints of 


1 # 2 


* 18 
"Y ike « there 1 no question 
ereal effects of che nitrous acid. 


That which 1 have used has been the nitrous, not 


the nitric; for” kak eee ee 
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fees i in a e Api Po tsmou 1 
dated the 3d of. April 1797; attests, Jar. « ee 
— cases of inveterate Syphilis, have been 3 
1 here (i. e. Portsmouth) by nitric acid, as de- 

& scribed 1 Mr. Scott in Dr. Beddoes last 


10 + work.” 
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III. D. one 'Surgron-genend of. 0 
| Royal Artillery at Woolwich, in ene of 
i , 1 the communications which he had received “ in 
= T + favour of the nitrous. acid as an yg ? 
« certain remedy for the Venereal Disease, Y 
caused „ a full and complete. trial of it” to be 
| made at. the Woolwich hospital. The result of 
which, he thinks, is that the new plan of treatment 
vill probably « 6 turn out more generally-uccessful and 
& less injurious than mercury in the cure oi the Lues 
6 Venerea. He says, (( of these new remedies 
6 the oxygenated muriate of potash will no doubt 
& be preferred. It has been found of Superior 
« efficacy in the Lues in its primary, and from zome 
« trials we have no doubt of its being equally 50 in its 
i) « Secondary state. We have oeen that ĩt not only 
hr speedily removes the disease, but thatth ie ger vera! 
hn 225 instead of being t by ned 
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V Uogpial, July 14th; es Wee 
dhat 4 no felapse of the disease 
d, though several of the pa- 


% 
5. I. 2 2 RY | 1 
43 mo A . 11 ö 
200; 0 A S OTTER 345 250 43-023: 00 
: ; 


: A m4 = * . 
FFFFCCFVCFCCCCCCTCCCCC Sik yes bo wits ago 53 
- n 


+6 of vario 

« treatinent coef Ai Lues Venerea ;" "% by WILLIAM 
Cau exshAxxk, one of the Surgeons at the Wool- 
wich een and Lecturer on Chemistry to the 

y (m). Mr. Cruickshank 
neee wha: view to iy them- 
OTST eee slves 
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) This Bente TR bee vie, 6 by Dr. Sw. 
diaur and some others, for Mr. Cruikshank in London, 
1 of Anatomy. 
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| periments with different rubatances contailiing much = 
of that principle, and which part with it readily. 
He promises to extend his fesearches àt a füture 
opportunity. The Caves) selected for the above 
purpose « were primary affections, strongly and 
distii atly marked, where no mercurial remedies 
« had been employed.” He cays, tc it was E 
* proper in their first trials, to confine | 
« to cases of primary affections; these being akoays 
& Jess equiyocal and doubtful: But he likewise sug- 
gests, that it is intended d to employ the Same sub- 
t stances in more advanced states of dhe dise y 
40 particularly phere- Ras has e 
E liel go T6050 ener} 9951 
e e be eee e TONE (Ht 5110 
He recited four cases of recent eymptoms, 
treated suecessfully with the“ anner t bed ni- 
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tity of three or tour ounces dil: Likewise 
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mal food, 'vegetables and table beer. The com- 
mon applications used to the parts affected, were 
tipns of acetite of lead, and electricity: A few 
ounces of blood were also taken from some of the 


patients; and when the oymptoms indicated it, 
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6 . . doubt therefore N can reasonably re- 
main, must relate to gecondary ones ; but if in a 
ec few instances even these should make their ap- 
t pearance at some future period, it can form no 
e solid objection to this mode of treatment, as 
des similar Ns Wee follow the use of 
t e eee 0 ie me S015 Arne: 
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e The oxygenated muriatic: acid, appeared to be 
te the most active, and the died die l 7. 
« The oxygenated muriate of Penn produces 
te thirst, the white tongue, and the increased action 
” 8 the ystem * a more remarkable degree than | 
„ 6G the 
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hank "from. event condernion; 


6 Fe consequences af” the (venereal) poison; 

« and, like mercury, cure this disease by exciting a 
« new action: This suspension being continued 
« for a rufficient length of time; the whole of the 
virus is at last expelled from the body.”— 

He $ays, - these medicines ' 5 PRODUCE THEIR Er- 


„ FECTS MORE QUICKLY AND CERTAINLY 
* THAN MERE VRY;” and ( that they do not 
« excite the action of other diseases, and” more 
6 © ol sefofula.” V 
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| 6 ployed (says he) we prefer the nitrous acid and 
* the] oxygenated” muriate of Pots h; the first, be- 


« dale it N. be readily Prociufed, and seems i in 


e most cases Süftieienuy active, and the last, on 
6 account of its being by far the'most efficacious and 
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* 90k tree drams of Honda for three = weeks aur. : 2 


« eee —The. mov! patient eee 
tumors upon he orehea \ preceded by severe bead. 
achs, and a painful enlargement on the. head of the 

bia. One of the tumors have been. relieved, by 
taking the oxygenated muriate of. fotash, He has 

arrived at the dose of seven mo times a 

day; but is still under cure. Dr. W ; wrote on the 
_ 128th of June 1797: Mees Since the 1 
of « March 1797, I have not admitted into the 
| % hogpital a patient, 2 

'« real diaenary (except ———— a0 whom: . 

I have prexribedl any aber medicine but de 

& nitrous acid ; nar administered it in vain.—— 

* remarks on the general effects of the acid 
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4 Thess . are 1 1 om * 
6 which, was sent by Dr. Swediaur (through a mistake) 
to Mr. Cruikshank of London; entitled, Extrait du 


gecond volume du trait complet cur les maladies 
Syphalitigues, relatif & l action 4u, mercure et de ur 


no ,,,t! eee uur! economic animale, | 


N F* 8 


1 have endeavoured i in vain to procure this complete 
treatitse from Paris; and am indebted to Dr. Rollos 
politeness for the perusal of the above ment 
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from it, which is wr; one chapter (the, _ ofthe 
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Swediaur rec erer of a memoir: ; by Orcas 


Aren, on the antivencrcal ad antix 


perties of oxygen, which was read at he'Se 

r rat 127 Mesidor An 5. i. e. © boo 2 s, 797: a 
This N "a" — of Bi 

Girtanner and Mr. Scott Weges de 150 ce 

of oxygen in curing the Ver 5 


- 6 denies that mercury, as a metal, ii an duvenereal | 


8 remedy, or that it has any effect upon the consti- 


* tution when «allowed to the quantity of many 
*. pounds :* But this metal, being very oxydable 


and dis-oxydable, is, po ney mabstance for | 
Ns NaN: Ears Meeres. ht oe ene 


We are e that Gen . be Fe a 
4 3 combinations of oxygen, which he 

« employs as antivyphilitics with the greatese znc- | 
6 cess, avec le plus grand zucces. Some of these 
preparations are mentioned; 1643 instance, an 


* gintment of oxygen, auperior to the grey mer 


1 curial ointment, and with which he has produced 


4 the same effects:” He says © he has employed 
205 the cuperoxygenaied muriate of potach EXTRA» 


& NALLY, to rad chaneres and "5yphilitic 
„ Je « ulcers; 


„ 
* 


i un ie bare io eoyenad:nnapien-. 
ng the facts which he alledges. By 
enereasing the dose of his pomade 'oxiginte, he 


hs produced salivation, glandular avellings, and a 


0 e TRE what are 


6 ee beauco 
« mercure.” (p. 18. * do not Oy . 
that anon = ous cases vere SN 


a or tettery ulcers on both his hand, his legs, and 


e one of his cheeks. Fe used the bath three days. 


4 Citizen Alyon made him rub the ener hers 


«© with half a dram of the oxyger * 
« tyo or three times ; which cicatrized them in 
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. 3 . N hout producing 
2 . * 
25 those effects en m 


— eee er — Ber The sec case 
"fat to, in"$upport:of.. Mr. Appen 8. 5 is 
that of a soldier who had an ulcer an inch in ex- 
tent upon one of the osterios columns of the pa- 
e doen, whichi he, Mg: ues. man "remedies 
85 « Van -Swicten's + Liquor, 1 00 during e ann. 


14 of the a muriate of potachs: and. 
| Ai oevendays pan eee etely gale”. 
| atten) FFF 
WP Fog Da. "ERR a name oy hain * 
doof in he ren world, seems seems to have been 
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00 If we 3 Mr. Wieda 3 eee Vol. U. 

B. viii. C. 2. the cerroswe Sublimate. (Hydrarg: Muriat:) 
will appear to have been an old remedy in Syphilis ; 
although Baron Van Swieten revived it and brought it 

into vogue. Dr. Clerc, author of the Hist: Nat: de 
Homme malade, says, that the solution of this remedy, 

| commonly attributed to Van Swieten, has been used in 

Siberia, time out of mind: And, if my memory does not 
deceive me, it was als employed W 501 tl the earliest 
Aritere on this disease. 
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aid ot ps of his-work.on._ Diabetes, 
90 of the en 


« ment effeace dans ane 8 
„This presentation is calculated to 
micdend thoxe who: have not read Dr. Rollos second 


volume, in which the cares alluded 10, and dhe in. 


the cure, even jn this casy, Was Mt by. mercu * 
None of the .other r Wookvich doſes” 


| De. Swediaut adopts the came theory of the chers 5 

| ter. Conscnant with: "this idea; he flatiers' hinizelf | 

N the hope of removing 
„ e by means of oxygen will 

| out mercury 80 that, in perusing his late Treatise, 

we shall only have Occasen „ 0 sUnsfrro rt: 

1 4 THE WORD OXYGEN ron THAT or "MERCURY"! 

| be Dr. is of opinion that ths'evem of Scaar 

4 

| | 
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—He © wet the/ oxygenianed lard in two = 
ary syphilite on the glans 
a praputium: He aleo applied the cuperoxyys | 
| nated murine of Posh 4 in 4 third care,” These 
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5 were recent e ; and aal soon, Stour. 
any other. remedy, either internal or external. 
In all the other cases of Blennorrhagias or of 
72 primitive syphilitic ulcers, wherein I employed 

r the oxygen externally, it appeared i in general to 

« render the matter thicker, less acrid, not so 


6 irritating, and more white ; ; and it wy: ac- 


« celerated the. cure of these ee 


— 


l 5 8 Jn! 


« guard, and immediately to apprize me of any 


affections, whether local or general, which might 


—1 have 


« have appeared on their bodies. 
« given the nitric acid internally to many patients 
et with a general syphilitic infection, and even in 
«4 one case where mercury had been previously 
6 employed without success: In all of them, the 
8 6 remedy encreased the appetite: Two or three 
0 experienced a little affection of the salivary 
« glands : In one, small apthous ulcers appeared 
« in the mouth : Two patients complained of the 


« colic during some days. But, all these symptoms | 


ee | diappeared of themselves.—The nitric acid 


6 was used i in the above cases fur 2 trente degres ; . 


0 and i in no instance did 1 give more than one 
5 G . hundred 
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65 hundred and twenty, or an hundred and thirty, 


grains a day.” p. 36.— Thus far Dr, Swediaur. 


| 


I regret that I have not been able to procure any 


more information, concerning the results of similar 


enquiries and experiments in other parts of the 


continent ; But, the subsequent information will 


show how diligent several practitioners have lately - 


been, in trying these medicines at the different hos- 


pitals, &c. in Great Britain. 


SxcTION the Fourth. The attestations 0 Dr. Bed. 


does, Mr. Baynton, Mr. Sandford, and Dr. 
| Rutherford. 


151. — 


1. Nor many days after the. receipt of Mr. | 
Scott's paper on nitric acid, Dx. Bzpposs was 


consulted on a singularly obstinate case of sup- 


| posed Lues e ( 2) « the wes in which the 


5 „ * nitric 


ſt —_ 3 


a 
*r 


(p) See Considerations on Factitious Airs, part v. 
appendix v; and page 81, &c. of Reports concerning 
* the effects of nitrous acid in the Venereal Disease, 


* published by Thomas Beddoes, M. D. 1797.” 


- 


* * Fry and 1 ** 
* 


« nitric acid was tried in Europe.” During a pe- 


riod of about ten months, before the Dr. saw him, 


this patient had a succession of symptoms which in- 


duced an experienced practitioner to direct the 


mercurial pill and ointment: Several other reme- 


dies were likewise used, viz.—cicuta, peruvian bark, 


sarsaparilla, and opium, before the exhibition of 
the acid. Aﬀter six weeks trial, the nitric acid ap- 
peared to be ineffectual, and some of the symptoms 
were aggravated, It was therefore omitted entirely, 


and six quarts of Velno's Vegetable Syrup were 
given; but, vithout the smallest sensible effect. 
« He then relinquished medicines altogether. | 
% About this time he daily discharged a purulent 


« $lough from his nose; which, as his feelings shew- 
6s ed, came from the posterior nares. No alcera« 


ce tion was visible in the throat.” 


38 unction and nitrous acid, During this course, 
"GY * his 


1 
1 
1 
4 " 


it 
if 
1 
. 
1 


te In the spring, ( 1 797) exostoses arose on the 
00 cranium. 1 concluded from former observations 
« (Says Dr. Beddoes) that the medicines he had 
& before used in such immense quantity would cure 
« him. I am this day (Sept. 4th) informed hat 
« he re-commenced the free use of mercurial in- 


ade” 
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EY strength pred, and in thn weeks. he : 


es nodes began to diminish, and in a month more 55 
cc totally disappeared. During this process he 


« rubbed in a pound of mercurial ointment and took 
4 gix ounces of concentrated acid. Not the least 
ce tendency to salivation appeared, nor any un- 
cc comfortable Symptoms. His health daily 1 im- 
cc proved: But he still every day blew the scab or 
& $lough out of his nostrils. The mercurial pill 
| c was now given. The amendment went on | ra- 


be : 8 pidly, till, within this fortnight, upon taking a 


| 4 slight cold, ke was attacked with venereal ulcera- 
er tion of the throat, He has again returned to. the 
6 nitrous acid and mercurial ointment, which he is 
cc to continue as long as he has ay vestige of the 

| 6 « disease behind the nose.” 


This case, and the _ I shall recite, being rather 
in favour of the acid than otherwise, and being in 
some respects singular, were judged worthy a more 
minute detail than common : But, the public are 
not yet in possession of the sequel of these histories; 

which, however, is necessary, in order to afford a 
just conclusion respecting the  Hermanent e 
| of the remedy i in question. W : 
The 


* N 8 i. 


The account of Mr. H. as it is recorded by Dr. 
Beddoes, Mr. Baynton, and the patient himself, 


occupies more than nine Pages * (9): I must reduce 
it to a narrower compass 


Mr. H. was at- 
tacked, i in the beginning 1 the year 1795, with 
ulcers in his throat and tonsils, violent nocturnal 
pains in his bins, and soon afterwards with nodous 
5 excrescences from his knees almost down to his in- 
steps. His arms also became painful, and swellings 

ofa considerable size made their appearance. 


Next, his knees mmelied and became stiff with ex- 


treme pain. Then all his limbs contracted, and 
every joint of his fingers enlarged. His nose and 
cranium shared equally in the general. torment, and 
his whole body was at __ reduced to a motion-. 

less skeleton. i 


This gentleman contracted the venereal disease 
some years before Mr. Baynton first visited him, 
and supposed himself perfectly cured: He had 
since that time, married, and become the father of 
healthy fine children. During nearly a space of 

ed two 
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8 (9) Consid. on Airs, and Reports on Nitrous Acid. 
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to years, Mr. B. tried, vithout success, 6 the 
« whole of che known remedies that the art af. 


* forded, and mercury in almost every mode of 


« exhibition : The nitric acid was then given, by | 
Mr. Baynton's and Dr. Beddoes' desire, according 


to Mr. Scotts method. On the 2gth of Nov. 
1796, Mr. B. writes that * he was indeed a rueful 
4 spectacle, with little more than diseased bones 


& remaining, when he began the use of the nitric 


« acid; and that he now appears in good health. 
J contemplate with astonishment the change that 


& has been produced; more especially, as he was 


& Jabouring under profuse sweats, diarrhea, or 


4 ptyalism, from the mercurials that were exhibited, | 
7:68 though they were $0 guarded ; and has nom ob- 


& tained a cure by the use of a most powerful acid, 
& without experiencing even momentary incon- 
& venience, and i in less time than would have been 
e requisite to remove even the mildest symptoms 
& of the disease, by any other known method.“ 


* 


— 


November the 29th, Dr. Beddoes informs us, 


| that © his daily dose of strong colourless nitric 
acid was two drams, diluted by a quart of wa- 


« ter.. . . . On the seventh day he perceived a 
8 , i . 8 | flow 


— 


CHAP, 2.] 


-_ 


the new nn „„ 55 


” * * * k 4 


41 


6 


ow: of saliva; on the eighth che salivation 


amounted to a quart ; and it has continued i in a 


greater or less degree ever since. There was no 


6 soreness of the mouth, nor any of the feelings 
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which had formerly been produced by mercury. 


66 


In two or three days after this effect on the 
salivary glands, he lost his pains: On being 
lifted out of bed, he was astonished to find he 
could stand without support; whereas, says he, 
putting his bands on his knees, these limbs could 
not before have sustained a Single R 
Three weeks after the exhibition of the acid, the 


tibize were rough, but without excrescence; all 


the nodes disappeared. Mr. H.'s. nose, which 
had been considerably enlarged, was now of the 
« natural size. His hands, which had been a mis- 
ec 


shapen mass, had no preternatural appearances. 


Before, he could not bend any of his fingers; 


now he could bend thenf all, but the forefinger 
of the right hand. A great difficulty of deglu- 
tition had disappeared at the commencement of 
the salivation. His general bodily condition had 
been much amended; and his appetite had become 


$0 keen, that he could. hardly find time enough 


in the day to eat and to take his diluted acid.” 
Alibough 
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— the! above, ctatpment- respecting Mr. 

H. affords ground to hope that, considerable utility 

may be derived from the acid, under certain cir- 
cumstances; the following letter, which he sent 
10 Dr. Beddoes aſter a lapse of nine months, ex- 
cites a suspicion that the benefit he received did not 
amount to a destruction of the venereal virus. 


40 Com 5 

6 I have the pleasure to inform you, that 

* 1 have been totally free from pain since I was $0 
ce happily freed by the use of the nitrous acid ; but 
« the stiffness still remains in the middle joint of 
& the fore-finger of my right hand; and J have also 
60 a breaking. oui all over my body, w which is attended 
« vith a violent itching that breaks my rest. lam 
&« now about to enter upon another course of the 
0 acid, and have great hopes it will remove this dis- 


ce agreeable complaint also. 
. I am, &c. | 
0 Bristol, 1 30, 1797. | . R. H.“ 


From the issue of wis case (added to Mr. 
Scott's evidence) Mr. Baynton and Dr. Beddoes 
seem disposed to conclude that the nitric acid i is a 
specific in venereal affections. 6 Why,” says Mr. B. = 

| cshould 
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fouled it be 80 ed ts beleve 2 existence 


d. other peclfics, for the poison in Europe ; 3 


ce when it is recollected that the South Sea islanders 
& and Sottie tribes of the native Americans bave 


e found, in the vegetable productions of their 


& countties, remedies for the wor (7) states of the 


« disease “Dr. Beddoes remarks, © that the 
MM discovery of every new specific (or substance 


capable of eorrecting given mor bid actions of 
4e the stem) affords a new reason for believing i in 
« the existence of others: Fot some scrophulous 
< ulcers, we seem to have found a new specific in 
« $orrel ; for venereal and hepatic affections in nitric 


* acid, uch as we possessed before in mercury.” 


He adds, that he has before him, Nov. the 2gth 


1796, a letter from an accurate medical observer, i in 


which he Says that « He has used nitric acid with 
1 great advantage in some cases which he believed 
cc to be hepatic, and i in ONE venereal Case with ap- 
9 1 e 1 i 


— 


— 
— 


| ( ) ive these pretensions 8 as Fae wh verified as 
they have been positively maintained ? In my opinion 
the evidence is very deficient; and, I am not yet con- 
vinced that * the worst States of the disease have ever 
been — cured by ens productions, 
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Atp.8 3, of Dr. . Beddocs' Reports as 3 
summed up the evidence for the new plan of 


5 treatment, he coneludes that « there i is, therefore, e, 


cc already in favour of the nitrous acid, A FAR 
& GREATER TUN ESS AND VARIETY OF TES> 
7 TI Mon v, 8 than has ever been Produced i in \ favour 
6 of any of those other substances that have at. Various 
« times been  propoged as. gubslitutes for mercury: 


e From the whole it clearh results, that where the. 


& constitution is broken, the habit feeble or scrophulous, 
6 the cure Should always be attempted by the nitrous 


t acid in preference to any other medicine.” 


II. Ma. BarnToN, whose evidence in one 


"Cage 
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8 


9 
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6 In this supposition, Besser he is undoubtedly 
mistaken : For, by his own: reckoning, at the period of 


his writing, there were not much * above an hundred 
cases attested as cured” by the acid; whereas it has 


been affirmed by a certain author, that at one time three 


thousand patients were cured of Syphilis by the decoction 
of guaicum alone! This author is NICHOLAS PoLL : His 


words are, Uno quasi & eodem tempore usu decocti 
« ex Guaiaco tria hominum millia, de quibus desperatum 
« erat, ad bonam valetudinem reducta fuisse, qui post 


: convalescentiam sibi ipsis renasci videbantur,” Other 


testimonies may be easily produced, in favour of various 


ag e amen wa ll known to Dr. Beddoes. | 


| . 
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case has aready been adduced, gives us an account 1 
of two others „ who were cured of the last! stage il 
« of the venereal disease, after a failure of care- [ 
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e fully conducted mercurial courses.“ As the 
number of instances of suppose d cures on record, | 


— — — 2 4 
BOY 


In the last Stage of syphilis, are very few, I sball 
take the liberty of copying these two at full length. if 


Letter | to Dr. BEDDOES.. 


i; Duan Sin, ooo nag fl Oe 
5 Tn compliance with the request | | | 

« of your heey s favour, I herewith send you . | 
6 an account of two venereal patients, who were > | | 
"a cured of the last Stage of that disease, after 251 | | 
ce failure of carefully condueted mercurial TR — i x 
“On the 6th of January, 1795, a man named £ 1 
* TVESE © obo. , about 20 years of age, applied to 5 | 
6 me for the cure of venereal ulcerations, and | | 


2 6- wn —— 


66 eruptions upon his arms, breast, and forehead. 
« He said, that about ten months before, he had 
( contracted a venereal complaint, of which the 
first symptoms were chancres, and buboes that 
. suppurated; chat he had applied to an itinerant , 
66 Þ for relicf, and by his assistance, was 
1 u 2 « freed 


o 4 edu in Fawir a p 5 


0 


te 


te 


— 


« freed "or ot complaints; Fay PER incon- 
veniences of a more distressing kind were so 


observed to suceeed their removal; that his | 
| throat became obatinately sore, and that ulcera- | 


tions and blotches SOON followed. I ordered 


him to take half a grain of tbe muriated quick- 
silver, wich an equal quantity of opium, morn- 


ing and evening ; ; and to drink with it, half a 
pint of a decoction prepared with the usual 


quantities of guaiacum, sassafras, mezerion, and 


liquorice. These medicines were persevered in 


till che middle of May, and continued some 
weeks after the removal of the symptoms for 


which they were exhibited.” 


10 1 did not ee him from that time till the 25th 
of August: He then applied for the relief of a 


train of symptoms that nearly resembled rheu- 
matism. He had much pain in the larger joints, 
vith an accelerated pulse, and a regular increase 


of pain and fever every evening. He had been 


employed, in the open air some time before this 
application, and had, as he said, been sometimes 


improperly exposed. I therefore did not hesitale | 


to consider the complaint as rheumatick, and to 


* f 
[ 0 a. 


„ treat. 
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oY 


op 2 4 


«1 weat it e "The aatine and other: medi- 
4 cines, with antimonials, liniments, &c. were tried 


« till the end of Sept. without any advantage. It 


«6 was not till the beginning of January, 1797, that 


any thing could be observed, which rendered it 


. | « probable that his complaints were occasioned by 
«venereal poison. About that time nodes began 
ce to appear upon his shins, and gradually increased 


« till the 20th; when he was directed to take two 


« drachms of the strong nitrous acid, or aqua 
1 


„ day, in any way he could with the least incon- 
« venience. In less than three weeks his pains 
began to abate, and his health, which was much 
4 impaired, to return. The medicine was con- 
* tinued till the 2 5th of April, when the pain and 
« stiffness of the large joints, which before that 
+. time was so considerable as to render it probable 
ec that the disease would end in incurable lameness, 


6 together with the. excrescences upon the tibiæ, and 


«all his other inconvenient symptoms, except 
*. 1 rs perfectly N 


1 A constant e of a 1 in quan- 


« fity o what would have been seereted under a 


66 mild 


fortis, diluted with two pints of water, every 
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mild mercurial course, attended the administra. 
tion of the acid i this case; but without any 


soreness of the mouth, or disagreeable smell.“ 


e Wu. GurensLans, and” 21; a private 
in the artillery, conttacted a venereal complaint 


& about the beginning of March, 1796. He had 


46 


a chancre, and a bubo which suppurated; and 


took mercurials by the direction of his acquain- 
tance and fellow- soldiers, till the first of April; 


when he became a patient in the Royal Hospital 


at Woolwich, and continued there a month, 
during which time his mouth was kept in a con- | 


e stant state of soreness, by the use of mercury. 
On the 1st of May he was discharged, apparently 
« cured; but in three months after, his throat 


became sore, and continued so till May, 17973 
he then began to feel nocturnal pains in the 


breast, and frontal bones, and to perceive nodes 


upon the shins, together with a swelling upon 
the ulna, near the wrist of the right hand. On 
the 8th of June, I was requested by serjeant 


Evans of the same corps, to render him assist- 
ance. His pain had then so much reduced him, 


and the Joints of his knees were so much enlar. 


66 ged, 


. 9 * he 2 5 not turn in bis bed 1 | 
ce difficulty. A drachm of mercurial ointment. 
«was directed to be rubbed into his thi ghs every 
dc night, and a decoction of guaiacum, sassafras, 


« &c. to be taken as usually directed. On the 


4e 11th, his pains were so great as to require the 


5 | assistance of opiates, which, with the frictions 
« and decoction, were continued till the 218t of 


c 


« ance hectical. On that day, two drachms of the 
+ nitrous acid diluted with two pints of water, was 


sent him, and he was directed to take as much of | 


« it as he could in the day. The first day, he 
«drank the whole quantity; but was 80 much gri- 
e ped by it, that he could not aſterwards be pre: 
« vailed upon to-take more than a pint, or a pint 


„ and a half, in the 24 hours. In less than ten 
days, his pains began to abate, and his health to 


% mend. His recovery has been so 1apidly ad- 
“ vancing since, that I yesterday found, when I 
„ called to see him, that he had walked out to take 


66 the ar, and that — the Swelling upon his 


| July, a period of six weeks, without in any degree 
ee abating his pain or swellings. His health was 
then much impaired, his appetite gone, his 
&« pulse quick and small, and his general appear- 
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* right ain Midas atilfnets wa knee Jain; | 
| 6 be Was free from every'symptom of disease, In 
| _ E''this case, no ptyalism, or e 
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| pour sincere © cervant, 3 
Brin, mY Ee Tuo. Barros. 
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III. Ma. 1 of Worcexer, 3 of | 


Dr. Beddoes' correspondents has given the outlines 


of five cases in which he tried the acid with 


advantage, They were selected, he says, & from 


« amongst the numerous trials that he had made, 


« as most condhusve of its effects:" But, the first 
and two last only were believed to be VENEREAL'; 
: and are therefore the only e eases to illustrate our 

* subject. : | 4 


The symptoms of the first patient were ⸗ two 
6c very small orifices on the nates, near the peri- 


ee neum; which had been called Fistulas in Ano.” 


lle took from. one 0 two drams of the 
nitric 


R"—_"_ 
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nitric ack N mixed in a quark af water ; aid 
. the fistulous orifices were dressed with mercurial 
« vintment.” 

6s dressing was laid aside, and he was directed to 
« use a fomentation of vinegar and water to the 
« parts twice a day, and to keep soft cloth wet with 
« this liquid constantly applied to them. In a 
« short time the discharge ceased entirely, the 


« orifices healed, the callosity disappeared, and the 


& man found himself perfectly well.” —I do not 
suppose any person, beside Mr. Sandford and 


the patient, will call this case „ A SYPHILITIC | 


7 AFFECTION.” {1 


1210 J. —_ had undergone a regulat course 


6 of mercury by frietion and the mouth, till a 
« strong salivation was excited; with the hopes of 


« curing 5ome obatinate veneresl ulcers on his 


- 6 shins, and one or two ill conditioned and spread. 


ce ing chancres on the penis. * He afterwards took 
&« bark, opium, steel, and sarsaparilla, for some 


* months, without any manifest advantage. Feb. 20, 0 
& he began to take the nitric acid; and on the 8th 
« of April following, was dismizxed perfectly 


*cured. I see no * (after a enn course 
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: After a while, che mercurial 
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of mercury LEE a strong ee to vp 
these sores legs, &c. were prevented from healing by 
the presence of the venereal oison ; and therefore, 
do not regard even this case as very well 3 
to prove eee nee of the acid. 


+ 


| The last 5 Me. . Sandford's cures was © an 
et ulcer near the. right condyle of the lower jaw; 
e a small portion of che interior part of the jay 
&« was laid bare, was becoming carious, and the 
8 discharge bighly offensive. A carbon poultice 
was applied to the ulcer till it put on a clean ap- 
pearance: © During this time (Mr. S. observes) 
0G the man confessed to a professional gentleman of 
my acquaintance, that he at that time was affected 
: 6 with venereal complaints. The next time I 
8 examined him, he. informed me that he had lately 
& had a slight bernia humeralis and other symptoms“ 
(but what symptoms were they ?) “ of venereal 
6 infection. The charcoal application was now 
py ce laid aside, and the wound dressed with mercurial 
- « ointment; at the same time he was ordered to 
« take the nitric acid internally, two drams in 
5.24 hours. This medicine he began to take 
« July 18th; . mis day August 19th, was 
5 | 6 . | 


. ena! See „ 


E mis fri; the king: in he Jaw WE : 
. completely healed, and no symptom n of 


e VENEREAL INFECTION,” 5 


Aube Dr. Beddoes has judged these histories 


to be worthy a place in his valuable collection of 


facts, I hope he does not include them among the 


& HUNDRED BAD CASES ATTESTED: AS CURED 


„ BEYOND ALL REASONABLE DouBT.” © Gs 


certainly are not decisive. 


One of the 3 to whom Mr. Sandford gave 
the nitric acid, found it disagree with him, even in 
a small dose: He had heartburn, cholic, flatulency, 


&c. with soreness of his gums and a «light saliva- 


| tion. The acid which this gentleman e made use 


© of in all the cases here mentioned, was the 


- & nitrous acid deprived of its Phlogiston (as it is 
te called) by simple boiling in an 3 retart, til! 


C the 1 fumes ceased. N 


IV. Dx. RurnzxronD, one of the medical 
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| bd in . university er Edinburgh, com- 


municated che result of his experience on this 
subject, August 24, e, in a letter to Dr. 


n e 


* 
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Dr. K et made many trials of the nitric acid 


« in Lues, chiefly on patients in the royal infirmary, 
e and with various success.“ In some instances i 


the medicine failed him altogether ; but even in . 
these, it produced no bad effects on the constitu- 


tion. In other instances,“ he observes „ the 


« beneficial effects of it were most conspicuous, 
ee absolutely surprising, and far greater than I re- 
« member to have ever seen produced, in the 


6 same space of time, by any preparation of mer- 


« cury. Such salutary effects were remarked 
6 principally in the more advanced  stages of the 
ee disease, when none of 1 its most distressing symp- 


“ toms were present, particularly severe pains in 


« the bones, swellings 1 in the periosteum fici, &c. 
«© I have seen all these pass away most i 
6. under the use of the eee 22m „ 


. 66 1 have lately seen an instance or two k 


6 where the disease was so inveterate, and the con- 


0 stitution 80 e, that neither the acid nor mer- 


| e e 
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46 . as trial had been made of both in suo- 
« cession, but without any conspicuous advantage : 
« In- these, therefore, the acid had been used at 
et the same time with mercury, and the two together 
« have produced a- most favourable. n in 

| 0 almost * eee 2 


2 e . . circumstances are, which 
occasion such difference of result in different e- | 
« amples, I confess I have not been able to ascer- | 
« tain, Tam happy, however, to think that these 1 
« ill probably soon be ascertained, by some of | 
« the many ingenious observers, who, I learn, are 

& now occupied with the subject. Most fortunate 

« will it be for mankind, if a certain substitute be 


ce found for mercury, in the cure of lues, as well 
& as other diseases. And such, 1 would hope, may | | 
“soon be found in some of the” acids, . | 
% compounds. For though I cannot say that my | 
e own trials of the nitrous acid in lues have been 
| % uniformly 80. successful as I might have expec- 
t ted from some printed accounts of its efficacy, 


* which I have had access to peruse, yet they suf. . i 
6 kiciently prove, that in certain states of the ; 


ec disease 
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The unfavourable side of Dr. Rutherford's s re- 


port, with that of several other gentlemen, will we : - 


stated i in wards next 9 of this Rwy 


1 


I now a to the main „boch of OO in 
Dr. Beddoes' collection of facts, by the e 
of the —_— 1 Oe 


_ SzcriON the Fifth. | Successful cases . by 


Dr. Geach and M r. Hommick junior, at {Phd 
Heopital, 2 8 


Tux public are, in my opinion, greatly indebted 
to those practitioners who avail themselves of the 
opportunities afforded by hospitals, and other simi- 
lar institutions, of ascertaining the merits of new 
remedies from time to time: For, without such laud- 

able endeayours, by those who have extensive 
maeans 
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| ud] in 1 1 the progreative F 
of the healing art, in all its branches, must be very 
slow and encumbered. HFonourable mention ought 

therefore to be made of the pains which several 
hospital surgeons and others have taken, to appre- 
ciate the antivenereal | properties of nitrous acid; 
although, I am sorry there is so much cause given to 
acknowledge, that their experiments have not gene- 
rally been mo on- * most een 1 
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ow Jeter 8 ute FA 100 of July.» 1797, 
it appears that the nitrous acid had been given «to 
es more than fifty” venereal patients in the royal 
hospital at Plymouth; and Mr. Hammick tells us 
5 has Success had FULLY answered the character whack 
& has been given of this newly discovered remedy.” (u) 
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| {u) In reading this attestation, we are led coy 
to the recollection of Mr. W. Scott's first report ; which 
alledges, that Syphilis had been cured by the acid © . 
** all its forms and in every stage of its continuance :' 
But, it is somewhat remarkable, that no instance (or only 
one) of a confirmed Lues Venerea is recited, either by 
Mr. Hammick or Dr. Geach; although they selected 


the WORST venereal cases s that were e brought into the | 
as: WR 
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Judging aber own experience, Mr. H. 

& little doubt can be entertained but that cher 

te acid will, "in a great measure, wußerbede he ue 
« of mercury in the venereal disease.“ He 64) 

«it effects a cure, for the most re 10 a short 

6 time, without impairing the appet e, without re- 


« quiring any particular regimen or striet confine- 


e ment, leaving none of those ill consequences or 
6 depredations that often follow the liberal use of 


&« mercury; and, as yet, he has seen no instances of 


4 the disorder wanne W che use of this 


8 Fee e 


1 
3 5 


the acid had then been tried . amounted to more 


than 2 fifty,” ve are favoured with the recital of 
only twelve cases: Of these I shall give an analysis 


in few words, with some observations of Dr. 


G _ and Mr. Hammick upon them. 


The symptoms under which these patients la- 


boured (except the 8th) were what have been usually | 


called primary affections; viz. chancres, buboes, 


gonorrhæa, dysuria, ercoriatlons, gangrenous sores, 


phymosis, nt. * chordee, Seven of 
| | them 


4 
* 
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wan had not hi before: —— 1 
acid; and the other five had either got worse dur- 


ing the use of mercury, or received no benefit. 


All of them were apparently cured: by the nitrous 


acid, occasionally aided by tonic medicines and 
simple external applications. The 8th. case is the 
only one which can be denominated a confirmed 
oypbilis; 1 and even that is rather doubtful, as no 
symptom was present beside a painful node: But 


the whole narration ought to be oubmitted. to the 5 


reader, that he may judge for himself. 


5 
: 1 R : * ** 
E #- of 1 ©. : 


= 


„ WirLiam SmiTH, a marine, twenty-two 


years of age, was received into this nen on 
the 26th day of May, for a venereal. c complaint; 
« an extremely large and painful _ was dis- 
' covered on the right tibia, which he said he had 
& perceived coming on nearly four months : He 


e had suffered excruciating pains in that part and 
4 in his limbs at night, which became much easier 


e as the morning advanced; he contracted this 


5 disease four years since, but thought him- 


tr self perfectly cured: But had pains in his limbs 
« ever since the commencement of the disease, at 
> times; but not 30 violent as to prevent him 

-* 1 from 


{ 
? 
4 
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6 « from bing bis hay ll 2 nth since. He 3 
= was much emaciated, and low spirited from the. 
& constant pain he suffered: He was ordered. the | 
& es drink: 


66 R 
(t Acidt nitro 2 iſs 
65 Syrupi simplicis uncias vi TY 
«  Aquz fontanz libras i ij 
6 M. bibat quod. 


Foy * 4 ** 


15 10 « ha he expiration of nine as N bad 5 

cc“ rested better than for five months past : On the 
« 16th day of taking the nitric medicine, bis pains 
had entirely left him, and his node seemed di- 
« minished; his appetite returning, and in much 
« better spirits. He, continued. his drink to the 
ce 14th day of July, when his pains and swelling on 
the tibia were gone, his appetite and spirits good, 
and his health restored. He was discharged. on 
t that day, to go on duty, returning _ thanks 
E; for his cure.” 


1 this be a legitimate instance of, confirmed 
syphilis, was the cure permanent 7. Relapses have 
often happened after an apparent deatruction of. the 


Lues 
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- Labs Venshes; a 1 shall recite + lows such h cat 
in W * volk. W ae c eld? 


The priveriſeod' here copia for Wm. Stich, may 
serve as a specimen 6f Mr. H. s mode of preparing 
and exhibiting the nitrous medicine. In all the 
cases recorded, except the first each patient took six 
or eight ounces of simple syrup with Tory yok 
of the diluted nitrous * | | 
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. 1 _ Dr. Geach and Mr. 
Hammick, will explain a variety of particulars 
which ought to be known, wan che 1 9 
at n Hospital. 


To Dr. BEDDOES. | 


35: — ni 44 { PR 
6 * Royal Hoepia, Juy #6, x 1 797. 


4 81 n, 

25 AI do 1 the 8 as 

ct to o your ne of writing to you, and assuring 
* you that the patients, whose cases Mr. Hammick 
« junior lately transmitted, were regularly attended 

te by myself; and every circunistance was remarked 
65 as minutely as possible, and is strictly true. So 

| * 2 40 great 
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4 great 1 1 success a 4 nitric 
« medicine in the venereal disord y that many pa- i 
. tients, who had been broken down by an antecedent | 
& ue of mercury, under which the disorder gained 
« ground, recouered their 'health and strengt, wilo, 

66; the :as5tance: of. diet drinks, change of air, the ; 

_ & bark, or any :other tonic medicine uliatever. We 
. % have had but few instances where the stomach and 
« bowels have been affected by it; but che pre- 
« caution of taking it chrough a narrow glass tube 
4c has prevented the acid from affecting the teeth, 
40 and the medicine So been rendered more pala- 
es table by mixing simple syrup with it; and this I 
& addition, as far as we have hitherto noticed, has 
& been effectual enough to prevent both mawkish- 
« ness and pain. But, although these circumstances 
& have now and then succeeded the use of the 


C nitrous acid, it does not affect the mouth or pro- 
« duce a ptyatism. It does not impair the appe- 
6 tite, it does not require any dietetic regimen, or 

00 confinement. Indurated buboes have yielded to 
ce it without  Suppurating 75 phagedenic buboes have | 
& healed« after unsuccessful trials with mercury: In 
e chancres, however large, or sordid, and in excoria- 
& tions oY the scrotum, however Fetid and extensive, 

& the 
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* That the nitrous acid has succeeded in fifty 
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ce 
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00 
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paration. 
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mercurial process. Such chancres and excoria- 


* * 


tions, have been dressed « only with simple oint- 
ment, that the patients might not be incommoded 

by the friction of the linen, and that the effect of 
5 the medicine might be better ascertained, when 
there was no local application. We have not 
found, after the chancres have been cured by this 
medicine, that the throat has been affected; a | 
 circumstance not unusual, especially when such 
6 


ulcers have been dressed with any mercurial pre- 


cases sent by Mr. Hammick were 


6 the worst that were received into the hospital. f 


cases, or more, is certain ;—but it has failed in 


four or five instances, and failed too, where the 


cases have been apparently slight. But whether 


the failure can be imputed to the inadequacy of 
the medicine, under particular or unobserved 
circumstances, or to causes not yet explored, 1 | 
know not : Future experience must throw more 
light on the efficacy of this medicine, which, at 


present, is only in its dawn. It has removed, in 
some FOR, nocturnal pains, - In the gonorrhea 


itself 
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Itoelf it has not been ack as very” bad . 
have particularly engaged our attention. In attend 
ing to chose, we have endeavoured to bring every 


thing to the test of truth, which gught to be the 


guide to every man in à profession, which has for 
its object the restoration of health, and in a dis. i 
order, which sometimes baffles the skill of the 


most experienced. . Suffer me to own, that when 
we first made trial of the nitric acid, no great-opi: 
nion was entertained of its success. Accustomed 
to'give mercury in this disease, a practice sanc- 
tioned by great authorities and time, we were in- 
clined to think that no medicine but mercury 


would cure it. There was no bias, no predi- 
lection, therefore, for this new medicine, no at- 
tachment to system. But as the nitrous acid was 


S0 respectably recommended by yourself, this 
was a sufficient motive to make trial of it; and 


nothing but the success that has attendedits use, 


could authorize ä us to write in this manner to 


. you, who are the best entitled to the * 


communication. 55 


; « The nitrous 420 we have . 40 been prepare 


ö . the London. College. 


6 Before | 
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8 Before I e 20 RE? i vil be — 7 
4. bare justice to Mr. Hammick, to say, that he 


ce has been unwearied i in his attention to the cases 


es in question, as indeed he is to every case in 
e which he is professionally engaged, and that his 
„skill and ah an merit all the mw I _ 


5 bestoẽw. 
T LT have the W to he; Sir, &c. FI 


4 A GEACH.” — 


« Ryjl Hospitaly eee, ug. 14. 797. 5 


- 


66 Sin, | 


'$.Pz3MIt me to thank you for your 


late favoux, and to mention, that since I did my- 
ei Self: the, honour of cammunicating to. you. the. 
4; tweſue cases, we have. still cantinued to give the nitric 
ct acid. in n ame diner, and — SUCCESS. 


* This itn = how aan 1 Mr. 1 
« a very eminent chemist in Plymouth, and it has 


4. ale, been, em from, Apothecazies* Hall; but 
* though. thus differently obtained, the.uccess. has. 


et been, the amt, ande thereſote time only, can,shew- 


6  correspondents, 
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comeondens, his medicine has nor been s suc. 


44 It is a great satisfaction to me, quit de trials 


cc 
ct 
6 


6 


ce 


6c 


have been made in a public hospital, under the 


immediate eye of Dr. Geach. The effect has 


been well known to many within che walls, and 


also without the walls, of this hospital. And in 


cc 


consequence of the observations made by us, 
SOME PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS HAVE GIVEN 


ulis MEDICINE, AND. cant Appen 1. 


STANCES OF ITS GOOD EFFECT.” 


6 1 my regidence is in the oil, 1 had. an 


5 


* 


6c asceruined. 


opportunity of receiving and selecting the pa- 
tients; a short history of their cases was inserted 
in the preseription books; the progress of the 
several cases was minutely watched, and the 
effect of the medicine as much as ee | 


"7 


If the patients under the nitric course had not 


te 


46 


been cured, they would not have been either dis- 
e charged ſrom the hospital, or received i into their 2 
ak 5 Removed from « our notice, we cannot as 

66 5 8 
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_ know whether their cure Fa fon » permanent 
EE SY rag HEN ou 
111 « is e OM radie ay 3% 
10 730 T remain, &xc. &e. t 5 
„ STEHEN HAMMICK, 5 
In a letter dated August a and Mr. Haminick 
expresses his own and Dr. Geach's satisfaction on 
account of the coincidence of the observations 
ol Mr. Cruickehank and others, with thoge made in 
the Royal Plymouth hospital. He hopes the facts 
titioners, will be effectual in recommending the 
nitrous acid to notice; and adds, „ Permit me 
to mention, that it has been the practice for more 
6. than twenty years, with Dr. Geach, to give six or 
« eight ounces of recent lemon juice, with an equal 
« proportion of simple syrup, daily, to patients 
& worn down witly-the venereal disease, and parti- 
« cularly i in phagedenic buboes, which had spread 
. under a course of mercury; and for the last four 
years and upwards, since I had the happiness of | 
* acting under him in this hospital, I have seen the 
„ good effects of the lemon juice in auch cases. 
« Dr. . candidly WT utility of lemon 
L „ 
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“ juice was first suggested to him by the late Sir 
6 William Fordyce, (v) who had seen, in long ang 
* extensive practice, its good effects. Although 
ce the lemon juice thus succeeded with Sir William : 
Ut Fordyce, and with us in this hospital; yet, the 
6 cures have not been 80 rapid, nor its SUCCESS | 
« _— to that of the 1 nitrous acid,” | 


- The 8uccessful event of Robert Harris's case, 
and the peculiar circumstances attending it, induce 
me to add the following correspondence from 
Mr. H. and Dr. G. dated the 28th of August 1797. 


ce ROBERT Harris, a seamen, aged _twenty- 
<6 four, fair complexioned, was received into. this 
“ hospital, June 18t, 1797, for a venereal complaim. 
* He says, three weeks after the connection, he 
found a swelling in his left groin; at the expira- 
, tion of ten days, he applied te the surgeon's mate, 
(the surgeon having been sent on shore during 


e the late mutity;) some mercurial pills were order. 


* ed, which produced a ben 00, a poultice 
I ig 495 _ 6. was 


; Þ et : - — _ * 
Nr W W 1 7 * ? Fs 


(vv) 1 have shown, in i the lie ae tar 5 ia 
net 50 new a N as has been commonly believed. 


— 5 — 83 > 5 
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4 was n to the pet N a — after, 


the bubo was opened by incision; but another 


66 

& soon formed lower down, which was opened in 
6 like manner; ; - but both soon spread into one. 
4A new surgeon was appointed to the ship, and the 


& 
« man was sent to the hospital. His bubo was now 
„ phagzdenic, and, by an accurate measurement; 

* was eight inches in circumference. The edges 


cc were much inflamed, and the bubo itself was 


&« black, foul, spreading, and discharging ichor 


6 highly offensive to ourselves, and intolerable to 
c others. He was now weak and emaciated, with: | 


+ out appetite, with night sweats, diarrhœa, and a 
8 harrassing cough. June. x8t 1797, the day he 


became our patient, he took, acidi nitrosi dr: ij, 


6e gyrupi sim: unc: viii, decoct: lignor: lib: ij, m: et 


* bibgt quotidic. ' The bubo was | fomented with a 


e gtrong decoction of rad: althee: , capit : papaver : , 


” et flor e chamæm. A poultice of yeast and oat - 


meal was applied cold; he took an opiate at 
“night, and a spermaceti mixture for his cough. 
June Ah. The bubo in a spreading state; 
4 the diarrhœa more profuse ; the nitric drink con- 
« tinued; a rhubarb bolus, with confect: opiat: 
6e n every sixth hour. — th. Large 
1171 6 „ „ sloughs 
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“ sloughs thrown off 1 in che 3 the ulcer, 
ce nevertheless, continued to spread; flatus in the 
e stomach and 2 intestines; diarrhcea- less; 26 - 
« bolus with rhubarb and confection taken only 
* twice a day; two grains of 8 See 


« every six hours; nitric drink co 3 4 gal- 

ie banum mixture for the — The 
« sloughs cast off; the ulcer was so wide and 
« deep, that he was enjoined strict confinement 
6e to his bed, lest an artery, by exertion, should 
(3 burst; the yeast poultice was changed for 
« another made with fresh leaves of cicuta; 
& his sweats diminished, and Giarrhcea increased. 
& —20th. The disease gained ground; the ulcer 
« extended in circumference and depth. The man 
ce was 50 exhausted that he could not raise himself 
e in bed; was propped up with pillows, and 
ce deemed irrecoverable. The nitric medicine; 
6 fomentation just warm; cicuta poultice and opiate 
6 continued. Anxious to relieve, the occasion 
6 pressing, the -nitric acid a new medicine, not 
« given by us in a case so deplorable, we adminis- 
6 tered the bark; but as every dose was immedi- 
c ately vomited up, the bark was wholly laid 
6c  aslde,—230. Nitrie drink continued: The myrrh | 


66 mixture a 
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© mixture adding for the cough ; this he wok 
% but one day, the stomach rejecting it.—25th; 
His situation considered desperate by ourselves, 
and others of the faculty, not belonging to the 
« hospital, whom curiosity drew hither from reports 
6 of the case; nitric drink, eicuta poultice, and 


«6. opiate continued 3 almongl oil mixed with honey, 
+ given for the cough.—26th. A gleam of hope; 
« one of the inguinal glands began to clean, and 
the bubo ceased to spread. His recovery com- 
% menced. The edges of the bubo were accurately 
% measured]; its circumference was . fourteen inches 
6 an three quarters ; under the loose and flabby 
edges, a probe, all around, was passed more than 
an inch ; the lower part of the musculus iliacus 
“internus, the upper part of the pectinalis and ad- 
e ductor longus femoris, were laid bare; four of the 
&« inguinal glands, all bare as well the muscles, : 
tt were 80 loose that we expected their entire sepa- 

e ration, Though these appearances. were favour- 
s able, yet he was very feeble, had still diarrhoea 
& and sweats; a low pulse, no appetite, and his 
te urine passed from him involuntarily : Nitric 
ee acid, poultice, and opiate continued. goth. The 
$ ulcer. cleans. his i e cough less; nitric 
“ drink 
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cleaning ; granulations rising; appetite returning 3 
sweats and diarrhoea lessening; nitric drink 


continued. july 14th.” Bubo quite clean: 
| Granulations firmer: The fomentation and poul- 
tice discontinued; a dressing of simple white 
ointment or lint apphed: : Appearance and health 
? improved ; -cough still less, diarrhoea ceased, 
sweats abated —aath. The inguinal” glands 


not eminent; the granulations rising to a level; 


his appetite good; sat up two bours.—gotli. 

Recovers rapidly: The ulcer fills up; moved 
about the ward on crutches; the nitrous acid 
reduced to one drachm and a half daily, He 


continued the drink, in this quantity of the acid, 


to this day August 28th; the bubo, though not | 


quite healed, is within the compass of a sixpence ;. 


the cicatrix, as far as it had extended, 1s firm, and 
with a healthy appearance, with no tendency at 
all to spread again. His appetite, strength, and 


flesh are restored; his leg and thigh, however, 
are contracted, and he has sometimes, by night, 


an involuntary discharge of urine. Ir 1s a yLE As 


SURE TO REMARK THAT HE HAS NOT ANY. 
APPEARANCE OF THE DISEASE ANY WHERE, 
| IN 
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& IN ANY FORM WHATEVER. However, it is 
cc our intention to keep him under the nitric course 


«till the cicatrix is completely formed. It may be 


cc worth while here to notice, that he has taken one 

« hundred and Si æty- ſour drachms of the nitrous acid ; 
a and this quantity has not produced the least appear- 
c ance tending io salivation.” 


To Dr. BEDDOES. 
855 sin, 3 

c Tas account of the c case of Robert 
c Haris 5 Mr. Hammick junior, accompanies 
6 this letter. Mr. Hammick has already stated, 
e that the patient has taken one hundred and siæty- 
& four drachms of the nitrous acid; that this quantity 
- 6 has not, in any degree, excited salivation, nor im- 


'& paired the habit. Although he had a diarrhoea, 


66: yi continued it, and the sweats were restrained 
e under its use. The opiates, though so largely 


c administered, were given more with a view of 


et alleviating pain, than to arrest the sphacelus in 
, its progress. Opiates uncombined, have often 


been given in such cases, but have failed with 


0 us. The bark and myrrh were administered but 
"B's | | 56 one 
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« assisted. During the whole course, the! man i 
c. drank more than a pint of port wine daily. But 
4 port wine, it may be presumed, would not cure 
« the bubo. It is evident then, that no kind of 
© diet interferes with the nitrous acid, or counter- 
et acts its effect. | The patients on whom this medi- 
&« cine has been tried, have used the different 
« kinds of diet, according to the established rules 
«. of the hospital. This cure, thus far advanced, 
ce has not been made in a corner, but in a great 
« hospital. A sbort history of every case in which 
et the nitric acid has been used, was taken; the 
« books and the medicines . Prescribed, are now to 
64 be seen, and are open to any enquirer. The 
C man himself is still vith us, and the veatige of 
e his malady is sufficiently conspicuous. Let it 
4 gailors, and $ailors only. It has succeeded with 
marines, new recruits who had never embarked, 
and had no scurvy. Whatever may be the suc- 
« cess of this medicine, when its use becomes 
general, I can aver, from my own. attention, | 
de that Mr, Hammick's account is true; that the 
; « cate 
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64 case has AM very accurately inuted, and faith» 
* fully stated. The case, though singular in its | : 
cc nature, progress, and cure, is not A single In- 
« stance of the efficacy of the nitrous acid. We . 
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& $TILL GO ON SUCCESSFULLY ; and, if in future 

7% we should be disappointed, if it should not an- 

ce swer our expectations in every species of the 
4 venereal disease, we shall, as far as comes under 

« 6ur notice, remark, and communicate the failure. 

4 It would be wrong to impute infallibility to it. 

«© The medicine has failed in several instances, and 

ce 30 has mercury. It will require time, acumen, 

66 extensi ve practice, unprejudiced judgment, to bring 

ce this medicine fairly to the test; to remark in what 

ee Stages of the disorder it will do good ; where its 

6 SUCCESS may be doubtful ; where it is certain. It 

& seems to answer better in buboes, chancres, ex- 

e coriations, than in venereal eruptions, Wes 

6 nated over the whole body. 

| | c I am, &c. 


a % FR 5 GEAck.“ 


In the above letters, as well as in some other 
communications, I observe the word nitric is 


inadyertently put for nitrous. 
f „„ Scrion 
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ster ron the Sixth. Reports in "Ned of the 


new Remedies, by Mr. George Kellie, Dr. Thorn- 
ton, and Several fractitioners' in America. 5 


8 


2 Tas con * of Dr. Duncan's WE 
nals of Medicine, for the year 1797, contains the 
history | of five cases; from three of which, Mr. 
| Gzoxce KELLIE (Surgeon. of his Majesty s ship 
the Leopard) infers, either © that the syphilitic virus 
vas destroyed by the nitrous acid, or that it was 
ce capable of SPECIFICALLY CHANGING THE 
ce gYPHILITIC ACTION.” 1 


Tux rinxsr casz is that of a marine, who, a 
month after receiving the venereal infection, was 
labouring under « an ulcer upon the præputium, 
6 of the extent of a sixpence, superficial, ragged, 
ce « painful, and dry ; together with a little discharge 
&« from the urethra and a scalding.' '—On the 28th 
of April 1797, the sore had encreased in size, and 

assumed a more unhealthy aspect; so that Mr. K: 

had “ no doubt that it was a true syphilitic ulcer.” 
From this time till the 1 2th of May, he took the : 
acid, in n the proportion of a dram and a half diluted” 


Nog 
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_ witha pint of water, every day; and the sore was 


dressed with Ceratum Epuloticum. The patients 


gums were not made tender by the acid, nor was his 
breath rendered at all fetid; but his fauces became 
| inflamed and tumid, attended with difficult degluti- 

tion and = a considerable ptyalism.— He had 


used no medicine whatever, before he put himself 


under the care of Mr. Kellie ; and was discharged 


by him, cured, os hs 24th of May. There were 


no appearances of secondary symptoms, nor any 


return of the former ones, upon the 23d of August; 


when Mr. K. communicated the following informa- 
tion, as the _—_ of his farther experience. 

| Sxconp Cas. % Mr. C. .. had a small ve- 
& nereal chancre, which he discovered on the 14th 
7 of May, and knew it to be the immediate con- 
6 sequence of impure coition. The chancre was 


dressed with common cerate, and the nitrous acid 


66 was given to the extent of half & dram daily, for 


ten days. Within that time the ulcer healed; 


« since which (to the 23d of August) no other 


« venereal symptom has appeared. Mr. C. thought 
* the medicine increased his saliva; 5 but, it had 10 
« other sensible effect.“ | 
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Tus THIRD CAs k, was of a man who on the 18 8 
of June was received into the sick list for a virulent 
gonorrhæa. : | Laxatives, astringent injection, and 
povdered nitre, were employed daily; but, an en- 
largement of the inguinal glands appeared on the 
7th .—lIt did not, however, encrease considerably ; 3 
and he was N to uy? on the 15th of the 
same month. 


| In three days, he again was affected with the 
bubo and pain in the inguinal glands ; ; when he ap- 
plied a solution of acetated cerusse, and began to 
take a dram of the acid in a pint of gruel every 
twenty-four hours : The dose was varied afterwards, 
as the patient could bear; but it did not prevent 
suppuration taking place in the groin.— The acid 
was omitted on the 12th of Aub n | 
when the bubo had got well. | 


II. In Dr. Beddoes' 0 page 86, an allu- 
sion is made to 4 case of syphalis where oxygen 
* gas Was thought. beneficial; ” and he refers to the 
gd part of his Considerations on factitious Airs for 
the particulars: of that case, which are related in a 
letter from DR. Thoxx TON of London, dated 

| May 
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May 55 1793. As 1 have lately heard it affirmed 
"hee oxygen gas has cured the Lues Venerea, with- 
out the aid of any other remedy, it may not be amiss 
to subjoin an abstract of the case referred to by 
Dr. Beddoes.- 0 5 8 i 8 


A merchait, who had become the victim of 
indiscretion, employed mercurial pills and oint- 
ment, until he had subdued the primary symp- 
toms. This proteform disease, however, discovered 
its, virulence in the secondary stage; and when 
Dr. Thornton saw che patient, he says, “ the sur- 
« face of his body was deformed by dreadful | 
& blotches ; he had an ulcer on the lungs, attended 
ce with a hard cough, and bloody and purulent ex- 
6 pectorations ; with other horrid marks of this 
% dreadful scourge of illicit desires.” Dr. T. being 


convinced of the fatality of consumption from 


. syphilitic ulcers,” urged the use of vital air. 
Mr. Hill accordingly g gave him each day the super- 
„ - oxygenated air, in the proportion of two quarts 
„ to eighteen quarts of atmospheric air; and by 
„% way of medicine, he had muriated mercury in 
ce the strongest decoction of bark, with che powder, 
% and two grains of opium at night: He was also 


[7 occa sionally | 
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occasionally purged. io 5 course, without 
& any violent effect from the mercury, he was in 
\« three weeks clear of all defædations of the skin, 
.*« and in a month the ulcer on the lungs was healed, | 
& and the other marks of syphilitic affection dis- 
6. appeared; and in six weeks he went io Margate, 
c deeming himself perfecily cured.” 

This letter of Dr. Thornton, being dated prior 
to the earliest communication of Mr. Scott, seem 
to prove that Dr. Girtanner's idea (of oxygen 
curing the syphilis) was put to the test of direct ex- 
periment in England, beſore the trials at Bom- 
bay had been publicly announced. How far 
this idea is founded upon incontrovertible facts, 
let the aggregate experience of medical Practi- 
tioners eee, : 


| III. On the 18t of November 1797, Dr. Bed. 
does gave public notice (in the Monthly Maga- 
zine) © that the first part of a neu collection of 
4 cases was actually about to be delivered to the 
« printer ;” and he intimated, that he « did not 
« purpose to send out less than a hundred respecta- 
& bly atiested cases at a time. The same gentle- 
| man 
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man, in a subsequent letter, (dated Jan. 1st, 1798) 
tells us 6 In the collection of observations on ni- 
(c trous acid, now in the press, of which the first, and 
4 perhaps the Second century, will appear in March 
3 next, I shall have the satisfaction of producing 
evidence from various and distant quarters. I 
« shall give a second letter from Mr. Scott, of 


6 Bombay. Taz POSITIVE EVIDENCE 18 SUCH 
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„ AS APPEARS TO BE INCAPABLE OF BEING 
INVALIDATED BY NEGATIVE; especially as 
ee the facts to be brought forward will account, to a 
« certain extent, for the general failures that are 


& said to have been experienced i in some places. 
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He informs us, however, by another letter, on the 
7th of March, that this encouraging publication was 
' unavoidably delayed ; and that his correspondents 
* in America have been employing nitrous acid there, 


& with various, but, FOR THE MOST. PART WITH | 
GOOD SUCCESS.” „ 5 


I am anxiously expecting to see these two 
hundred cases, collected by Dr. Beddoes; not 
doubting, that farther light will be thrown on this 
interesting Ry: 8 
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: toms essentially, although her mouth was kept sore 


Ser tod the Seventh” Abr übte! communications . 
* Dr. Ferriar and Mr. Simmons N Maucleuer. 


. 


* 
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Þ Ds - latest publication I have met with, ; 
wherein the new plan of treatment has been recom-. 
mended, is the third volume of Dx. FzRRIAR's 
« Medical Histories and Reflections,” p-. 161 and 
223. This gentleman appears to have used the 
acid discreetly, and to have drawn bis inferences 
with judgment: His cases will assist in leading us 
to something conclusive. 

2.) Erz Jon sq had constant pains in her 
head and limbs, nodes on the shin bones, a large | 
ulcer on the crown of her head, and some smaller 


ulcers on the thighs. Her disease was of three 


years continuance, and had been repeatedly treated 


by insufficient courses of mercury. Dr. F. put 


her upon a proper plan of treatment, by mercury, 


opium, and bark; but, could not relieve her symp- 


for some time. A fatal termination was expected, 


until the nitrous acid, diluted with water, was ad- 
ministered : This remedy caused che ulcer on her 


head 


eng. 2. J 
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2 9 A. B. bad : a chanere, wh N e 
on n the tongils, copper coloured eruptions, and noc- ; 


turnal | pains. Dr. F. put! him on a mercurial course, 


which made the 5ymptoms. give way and healed che 285 
chancre. But the patient, being disgusted with 
his medicines, discontinued them 45 Aſter four or 


five months he returned, with a renewal of his for- 
mer Symptoms, pains over the nose and orbits, 
together with small ulcerations on each side the 
lower part of the Septum narium. Dr. F. not hav- 


ing then heard of Mr. Scott!: 8 remedy, administered | 


mercury. a second time; and it again removed the 
ymptoms: But, the patient became unmanageable 


and withdrew himself once more. After the = 


| piration of a year and a half, he applied again, with 
incessant racking pains in his head and limbs, a node 
on the left tibia, a discharge from one nostril, and 


pain about the situation of the ethmoid bone in the | 


left orbit, as well r of Tawness in his nose: : 
0. He 


* ee . 


account "£1 its + having 12 2 
agreed with ter "owls; ; $0 that the cure remains | 
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He was now much emaciated, anxious, and deprived a 
of his appetite. Dr. F. directed the diluted nitrous 
acid every day, and opium at night, according to 
the «tate of his bowels. A blister was also applied 
to the node on his left leg. Under this treatment the 
pains of the head and legs abated i in three weeks ; ; 
but the pain in che orbit and discbarge from the nose 
encreased, By this time the dose of the acid had 
been augmented to fifty drops, four times a day; 

and it began to affect his bowels, though joined with 
considerable doses of opium: The mercurial pill 
was therefore given, five grains night and morning; . 
and in a few days afterwards he discontinued the 
acid.— His symptoms were removed soon alter 
« « the mercury affected bis mouth.” 5 | 


Divi Jon xs“ complaints (the third case re- 
cited) were not clearly venereal, but rheumatic and 
paralytic: They were, however, gradually relieved 
by taking a drachm of the acid four times a day; 
and he has now rega ined the use of his limbs com- 
pletely —Wru ui an Baown's case, (the next in 
order, ) was an instance of the happy effecis of the 
acid in severe sciatie pains; but does not properly 

come under my notice, on the subject 1 am treating, 
| In 


Ss WW Lie new — | 99 | 
In none of the above patients was the — | 
affected by the exhibition of the nitrous acid, in the | | 
manner described' by Mr. Scott. „„ : i 
6050 66 Lk e in n consequenee of a sy- | | 

| « philitic affection, imperfectly cured, was liable to il 
e nocturnal pains and nodes, chiefly about the fore- ; | 
„ head, She had been ill upwards of five years, i 

2 = 

6 when I saw her. Mercury, mezereon, sarsapa- | 


6 rilla, and tincture of guaiacum, were successively 
employed, with various success, till last sum- 


« mer; when I put her on a course of the. adi 


272 
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bo acid. In a few weeks, she felt more relief from 
6 this medicine than from any other that had been 
« employed. In August last, she was ordered to 
« take five drops of muriatic acid, four times a 
cc. day . Under this course, she had no return of 
a pain, but thinks her appetite and Strength im- 
proved,” _ 


6.) SAMUEL Liovp had a relapse of secondary 
venereal symptoms, after an imperfect course of 
mercury. Calomel given every night, by order of 
Dr. F. did not relieve him: He then took five 

drops of muriatic acid, four times a a day, which by 

"a being | 
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bang pereined in in fron Aug the 28th 60 Seht the : 
| 14th, removed his pains entirely. But, on the 2900 
of September, the pain retuined with grear's6 erity: 
The nitric acid was then substituted for the muri a- 
tic. eise 7th his pains were lessened, and bis 
5 mouth was e e a are __ wech 2 


. 


again sore and di chalet ab pretty copiously: 

The pain of his head had been returning some time, 
and was now violent, particularly in the forehead. 
A blister produced no relief. On the 16th it was 
excruciating: The acid was discontinued, and ten 
grains of oxygenated muriate of potash were siven 
thrice a day.—N ovember 20th a large node ap- 
peared on the temple. The potash was encreased : 
to the dose of fiſteen grains, four times a day. — 
28th. His forchead and face were extremely p pain- 
ful : The node encreasing : His mouth very ten- 
der; but no encreasing discharge of saliva.— De- 
cember 7th, head and face very painful: There was 
a general enlargement of the os Frontis : No sore- 
ness of the gums nor ptyalism. The potash was 
omitted, and the patient put on a course of calomel. 
—215t. His head much easier. February 8th, His 
head completely relieved; and his mouth sore from 
. 4 5 
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ce ring ha courts of aa n com- 
plaints; which were oſtem suspended, but never 
. entirely removed, by the use of mercury, guaia-. 
cum, mezereon, and sarsaparilla. She applied to 


me one more (Dr. F. observes) as an out patientʒ 


« in the summer 1797. She then complained of 
. pains in her bones, and the occasional appearanee 
& .of nodes, chiefly On the forehead. I ordered her 
0 to take five drops of muriatic acid, four times a 
« day. When 1 last saw her, she had continued 
« this medicine upwards of a month, and thought 


© her pains greatly relieved by it: No nodes had 


6 appeared. She used no other medicine at the 
« same time, and she had employed no mereury 


&« for a very considerable time en to her 


Ko d GERT” eee 


8.) % foun Eves had the venereal disease up- 
* wards of four months. He 2 chaneres origi- 
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«nally, which were healed, when 1 first saw him; 
* and he now complained of pains in the , es, 
< gore throat, a large nauseous discharge from the | 
4. nose, and some external ulcers. He had taken 
4 mercury, but not for some time before I SAW him. 
L ordered him half a drachm of diluted nitrous 
« acid, four times a day. He continued this 
« course for three weeks, without the smallest ad- 

& vantage; I then threw in mercury, still admini- 
« tering the acid, and his symptoms are yielding 
«more quickly than 1 could have expected. — In 


& the course of two months, after this report, he 
& was able to attend as an out patient at the in- 


The Dr. adds, « Besides the cases which I have 
te thus mentioned at length, I have used the nitric 
« acid in a variety of venereal complains in con- 
& junction with mercury. I have not perceived, that 
« by this combination, a smaller quantity of mer- 
& cury was sufficient to eradicate the disease, nor 
« have I found that the sensible action of mercury 
« on the salivary glands was at all promoted by the 
e use of the acid. My observations would rather 
lead me to suppose, that the acid lessens the irri- 

6 tability 


4% 


3 | _ the new Remedies. © — 


, 4 31 a4 
WO 8 Cath OY — * 8 n 1 
= — _— 


« rity of the ystem, and prevents the extent to 
'« which the mercurial disease usually proceeds, In 
« speaking of immediate deductions from facts, ; 
(c set the chemical pathology aside.—It appears from 
« the facts I have mentioned, that the _— 
ic power of the nitric acid, in Venefeal complaints, 
t js limited to certain symptoms, in the advanced 


* 


6 stages. It seems to remove the pains of the long 


6 bones, and to act on the superficial ulcers of the 
e third stage; but, 7 should hardly be inclined to 
. trust the cure of any well ascertained venereal affec- 
« tion, to the acid A LON s. Mr. Simmons' trials of 
et this remedy, shew that the acid is capable of ex- 

& tinguishing the symptoms in a recent case.—I 
6 have never been able to ascertain clearly, that the 
ec soreness of the gums and slight salivation, of 
„ which the patients certainly complain sometimes, 
& while they are using the acid, depend on a general 
& action on the salivary glands, „ 

60 positively assert, that I have known the acid 
taken in large quantities, for a considerable length 
| « « of time, in conjunction with the free use of mer- 

* cury, vithout producing any ulceration of the 
| : & _ gums or encrease of the saliva; yet with the effect 

« { of dextroping every venereal appearance, in well 
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. experience 8 Mr. Scott's n may. yaa owing. to, e the 
diversity of the climate i in which their regpective ex- 
periments were made. g Upon. the whole he con · 
cludes, that 66 the nine acid bas a powerful effect 
«.in certain stages of the yenereal disease, but hat 
< neither the extent nor the permanency of this et- 
et feet is yet ascertained: That we have acquired, 
ae at least, a valuable auxiliary to mercury, an use- 
ful remedy against chronic rheumatism Fe: and, 
ce what was much wanted, a palatable tonic.” — — 

He has employed the oxy genated x muriate of Posh 
but seldom, in yPhilitie complaints; ; and says, he | 
has 6 seen no remarkable advantages derived | 
from it.“ 55 b ET TIO 


11. The * mengioned . Ma. 815 „- 

Monks, bas detailed a case of chancre and bubo | 

_ cured by the free use of nitric acid, diluted with 

water and sweetened with sugar; 3 like wise a case of 

| confirmed, lues venerea, the , particulars 0 of which 1 

; Shall refer 10 the next z chapter, with. Mr. Simmons 
; Ds | observations 
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ebiarnajous' thereon, He has given as com- 
4 mon nitrous. acid of the shops, in this disease, 
66 . a variety of circumstances, in primary and 

condary symptoms: The result eee 
_ «' with the above recited cases. It 
_ « wouid appear that the affection of the gums and 


& consequent $alivation, i is owing solely to the di- 
e rect action on them, and 1 may be avoided by 
& sucking it through a quill, straw, or glass 
tube. He says that & although it has failed in se- 
« condary symptoms, when the constitution has 
& been much exhausted by previous disease and a 
* Jong course of mercury, it has had speedy and 
c permanent effect in restoring the health and 


6 strength. | Under circumstances where a mercu- 


6 rial course cannot be entered on, it arrests the 
1 progress of the disease. An example of this 
<4 may be taken from a person labouring under 
* lues venerea being eized with typhus, the vene- 
( real action is suspended during the fever, and is 
&«& again renewed on its termination; in this case 
the acid must be of doubtful propriety: The 
6 acid, however, will not only relieve the venereal 
« affection, but restore the patient's strength; and 
& coincides, admirably, with any tonic plan that 


a | 6s may 
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ted, In ulcers, remaining} after 
&- a mercurial course, and which, though fer a 
6 time relieved, are | aggravated W f 
5 use. of mercury, I have derived much benefit 
Fran wot way 
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Additional evidence in ſavour of the new plan 
treatment, under certain circumstances, will ap, 
pear among the bistories which I shall add 
subsequent part of this essa. 
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vk +ipofis concerning the new Renee, 
1 with occarional Laaer un N 


Sreriox the First. Te textimonies of Mr. Bowles, 
Dr. Girdlestone, and Mr. Benjamin Bell. 
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. NG exhibited the substance of E bas 
been already published by practitioners in support 
of the new plan of treatment, 1 proceed now to : 
give an abstract of those reports which appear to | 
militate against its title to superior efficacy : 
This part of my subject wilt, however, occupy but 
a small portion of time; as most of the gentlemen 
who have written upon the new plan, have given 
very FO: details of their FRIED. 

I. 10 the cblleclton oY cases es publiched __ Dr. 
Beddoes, toward the close of the last y year, there are | 
several communications which, if they do not in- 
validate the conclusions which have been hastily : 
drawn from partial success, at least must oc - 
0 2 exon 


casion a doubt concerning the efficacy of the nitric 
acid in every form and Stage of Syphilis, Mx. 
BowWLEs, for example, gives an account of three 
cases wherein this acid had been exhibited last win- 
ter, in St. Peter's Hospital at Bristol. 

&« ANNA HEAVEN, a patient of my own, had 
& a large and foul ulcer on the calf of the leg, 
e bearing all the marks of the secondary venereal * 
* ulcer; (u) under a course of the cort. peruv. 
ec and the application of local stimulants, the ulcer 
4 in her leg healed: But at this period some glan- 
6 dular tumors appeared in the neck, which pro- 
10 ceeded to suppuration; the nitric acid was now 
6 given her, beginning with sixty drops each day, 
(t + and increasing the dose nn, to a hundred | 
« and 


. : a « 
3 _— a 1— — 8 = 4 — c — * a_ 1 — —_ 


(w) I am by no means satisfied that this was a 
genuine instance of the Lues Venerea; and, therefore, 
do not urge it as an unsuccessful trial of the new remedy, 
« A gecondary venereal ulcer” was not likely to have i 
been cured by the means here mentioned, without being | N 
followed by a train of unequivocal symptoms: But, What- 
ever may be thought of the case by Mr. Bowles, the nar- 
ration is very indistinct and imperfect ; ; 30 that, 1 think it 
pens nothing to the purpose. 5 - 


o 
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« and twenty. This plan was continued six weeks, 
during which no alteration could be perceived, 
s except an increase of appetite, and occasionally, 
“some degree of gnawing pain in the stomach. 5 


. AnN RICHARDSON, a patient of Mr. Sal- 
« mon's, had nocturnal pains in the bones of her 
* extremities, and nodes on the left ulna and tibia. 
« For some weeks she used mercury wichout any 
6 apparent benefit. The nitric acid was given her 
in the same quantity as to the last patient, and 
6 persevered in for an equal length of time; but 
6 without mitigating the disease. She experienced 
« the same increase of appetite, and uneasiness in 


— 


her stomach, as the former patient.“ 
„ Maxy POwEII, a patient of Mr. Davies, 
e had nocturnal pains in her bones, and an erup- 
tion which was supposed to be venereal. Mer- 
e cury had alleviated, but not removed these symp- 
& toms: For about six weeks, she continued the | 
« nitric acid, in the same doses as the former pa- 5 
1 tients, but it produced no change in the disease; 

0 the effects upon her stomach and appetite were 


the same as in the foregoing cases. The acid 
5 « given. 


of 10 ee 8805 . 3 Les n. 
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e given to n women was at b fut the common / 

& nitrous acid; but in a few: days it Was changed | 

& for the colourless acid distilled over silver 1 
* Mr. W. an, re. bates 8 


1. DA. . of Larmouth, has 

given a very decided testimony to the inefficacy 
of the nitric acid, and the great. Superiority. of 
mercury, in various cases of the venereal disease: 
But, it is to be regretted that his report on this sub. 
ject is $0 short. These are his words. 


* T have tried the nitric acid in a variety of syphi- 
& litic cases, without having been able to effect Ax 
& cures with it. Those of my patients who have 
& taken it, to the quantity of a drachm and an half, 


* 
oN 


or two drachms daily, have generally fou nd it to 
produce, within eight or ten days, a copious flow 
6. of saliva, with tenderness and swelling of the 
& gums, but not unfrequently an in nE ASE of the 
& venereal symptoms: I have then generally sub- 


ic $tituted the mercurial frictions, with very rapid 


“ good effects. But the salivation excited by the 
& nitric acid, does not seem to prevent the patients 
6 from bearing the mercurial frictions as long, with- 


66 out = 
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4c no previous tenderness had been excited by the 


« acid. I have also observedz that the nitric acid 


% may be immediately given and persisted inafter a 
«, mercurial salivation, without producing a 

| 86 farther alteration upon the gums, unless it 3 
6. of enabling the patient sooner to resume mercu- 
Feld rial friction e i S 2% 1109 23 
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whose writings on every part of surgery have entitled 


him to special attention from the public, bears like- 
wise a remarkable testimony against the oxygenated 


remedies. His opinion is given by Dr. Duncan, 


in the Annals of Medicine, and. Vol. 1797. « We 
5 think it may not be improper to mention, that 
„ while there are many advocates for the use of the 


4 nitrie acid in syphilitic complaints, Mr. Bell in. 


ic forms us, that IN EVERY TRIAL WHICH HE HAS 
& MADE WITH THIS ACID IN THE CURE OF SY- 
„ PHILIS, IT HAS COMPLETELY AND ENTERELY 


ke FAI LED; : insomuch that he 15 now clearly of 22 


* nion that no dependence Should be placed on it: And | 
« whether mercury has, been given or not, it appears o 


« him to be equally inefficacious,” 


&'out producing ulcerations about the gums, as if | 
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«6 « The favourable opinion ine some ee 


. induced to form of che nitrous acid in the · eure 
« of syphilis, Mr. Bell supposes to have arisen from 
CE chaneres and other symptoms of the disease bav- 
4 ing disappeared, while this acid was the only. re- 

4 medy employed for them. But, ſrom frequent 
ic opportunities for observation, he asserts, though 
« contrary to the generally received opinion, (* 

„that chaneres as well as some other symptoms of 
ci jues venerea, will occasionally disappear, whether 
« any remedy be employed for tem or not. In 
« some instances these will never recur again, as he 

has repeatedly found to happen, even with nodes: 
«. But, most commonly, venereal symptoms after- 
& wards again n en more violence i in some 
& other rar 
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| (x) From the intercourse I have occasionally had with 
practitioners of large experience in this metropolis, as 
vell as from my own reiterated observation, I was lately, + 
emboldened to publish an opinion similar to this of 

Mr. Bell; and am happy to find it corroborated by so 
respectable a testimony.— See the Monthly * 


er 1798, p. 2. e - 
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consequences having ensued in all the instances 


- « in which he has known this acid to be depended 


& 


L 


upon for a cure, che disease having rapidly gained 
ground in all of them, (by which much blame 
was thrown upon the practitioners, for advising 


| what at best must be considered as à very doubt- 
ful remedy, when another, which rarely or never 
fails, was in his power,) Mr. Bell considers it as 
hazardous and i improper in any degree to trust to 


it. He is afraid that much mischief is likely to 
ensue from the frequent trials which are now 


making with this acid, in many instances, perhaps, 
without any dread of the failures which are likely 


to occur from "Ho 


« Mr. Bel has never found that the nitric acid, 


' whether given internally or applied as a wash, has 


proved more useful in the cure of ulcers of any 


| description, than the acid of vitriol or the muri- 


atic acid ; while none of them have acted with | 


such certainty in cleansing sores, and thus reduc- 


ing them to an healing state, as the different va- 


* rieties of the vegetable acid, whether common 


«6 vinegar, lemon D Juices or the acid of 5orrel. E 
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Szericn the Second. | Additional evidence. of the 
defective powers of the new remedies in Syphilis, i 
55 v various other medical practitioners. : 
B37 DE "the above proofs 8 the superior vir- 

tues of mercury in 5yphilis, and the inefficacy of 
the new mode of treatment; a few hints may be col- 
lected from the gentlemen who have written on the 
opposite side of the question, which do not tend to 
establish i its superlative excellence. 


5 Ma. w. | Seorn, i in his first letter, confesses 


| that i in some cases be 66 had failed altogether but, 


& in those cases, mercury had long been given to 


cc little purpose, the bones were highly diseased, and 


& the habit probably of a peculiar kind.” — If it be 
Said that this confession does not tend to lessen 


the merits of the remedy, inasmuch as even mer- 


cury itsell, che grand Specific, had likewise failed ; It 
may be replied, that a medicine which has such 
superior powers, and is $0 much more efficaci- 
ous than mercury, (as many affirm) ought to 
evince its infallible virtues * in all the forms of 
cc ophilis and in every age of its continuance.” 
But, 1 fear 5omething will soon be made public 

5 | which 


N eu. 3 1 Unfavourall Reports. 113 


> 
* i. 
th r LA 


— 
4 


which! i is still 1 more disadvantageous to the novel 


system of practice; for, Dr. Beddoes “ nas RE· 


© CEIVED FROM Mx. SCOTT INSTRUCTIONS 10 
e SUPPRESS WHAT HE sATs ABOUT THE EFFECT 
© OF BATHING, AS HE IS NOT SATISFIEDWITH 


e 1s TRIALS.” Medical men will doubtless der 


5 impatient to know the cause of this retractation! 


Some gentlemen took umbrage at the follow- 


ing expression in my circular letter of the 17th 
of October last. 6 We have been informed that 


6 above an Wok bad cases stand attested as 


© cured beyond all reasonable doubt: But, on im- 


_ © partially examining the evidence brought forward 


» respecting them, there is ground to conclude that 
this declaration has not been verified by legitimate 


* 


examples, t may now be asked, whether the 
truth of my observation does not begin to appear? 
Mr. S, is not satisfied with his trials, and wishes to 
suppress what he has said about the effects of nitric 


bathing; although, a few months ago, he was of opi- - 


nion that his cases were pEOISIVE, and that they 
afforded the mosT SAT 187 ACTORY EVIDENCE in 
favour of his acid bath, which was STILL MORE | 


EFFECTUAL THAN ITS INTERNAL USE. 
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If: Me. 8. * mme too poritively and 
prematurely on one part of his experience, may we 
not justly apprehend that he has on the other Part 
also? I have been repeatedly told that some of 
the medical practitioners in Edinburgh haye seen 
relapsed cases, which were formerly * cured 
in the East I ndies! | 


11. Dx. 3 relates two cases which could 
not be treated with the nitrous acid, on account of 
its having produced a sensation in the stomach 
& life scalding water; although he appears to have 
- administered it with the greatest precaution, and re- 
duced the proportion of that medicine to only half 
Aa dram in twenty-four hours —In similar gases, what 
resource have we but mercury ? 


11. It in likewise hinted that Dx. Wirr | 
MAN was unable to continue the nitrous acid in a 
patient having ulcerated fauces, 8c. from the Lues 
Venerea; and that he was obliged to cure bim by 
_ the old specific.—-Does not the incompetency of the 
new remedy in such horridly destructive cases, 
detract greatly from its merit? Will mereury ever 
G& be banisbed' and che 6c * pojjon. of Syphilis be ex· 
tinguished,” | 
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46 tinguiched,” by so unsuitable a medicine as this 2. 


If it be not adapted to the wonsr venereal cases, 
how comes it to be offered as a substitute for 
mercury? . | 


TV. Ms. Baynron, whose testimony in favour 


of the acid has been given, * in two venereal pa- 
& tients under the last stage of the disease, says 
8“ in another case similar to these that had resisted 
6 mercury in every way, and where this acid ap- 
6e peared to have a fair trial, I could not discover 
« that the venereal symptoms were alleviated, 
- though the patient's general health was improved 
6 by its use. In a case of ulceration, attended 


a "kh actions Pecifically diseased ( ”), that affected 


the arm of a patient who had long laboured under 
b6 syphilis, and who had ken very large quantities 


©: of 


[ "7 1 La 
„ * — 


( It has Ss the fashion, among 8 of 
a certain description, to explain obscure phenomena by 


terms which are absolutely unintelligible. If the form 
of a disease or the operation of a remedy be unknown, it 


does not throw any light upon the subject to say “ it 
consists in a peculiar action, irritation, or affection,” 
of whose quality or quantity we can. form no precise 
idea, because we have e measure nor test of its 

exitenc 2 
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« of mercury „ without advantage, the acid was s alzo 
« tried by my advice without SUCCESS.” 

The patient known to Mr. r and Dr. 
Beddoes by the signature R. H. has been reported 
to have had * a breaking out all over his body,” 


for which he underwent another course of the acid 5 


during last autumn. This may possibly be reck- 
oned an indecisive instance of the antivenereal 
powers of the new remedy : But I do not pretend 
to determine the point, for want of proper evidence. 
It is hoped these gentlemen | will soon publish the 
| Sequel of Mr. H.'s history ; as it is certainly very 
interesting, and proves something favourable re- 
specting the acid, in a case so truly deplorable. 


| V. TI Rhone describes the very ra- N 
| | „ | pid 
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existence. The progress of science is impeded by 
these unmeaning interpretations, in as much as they 


tend to arrest tlie judgment and prevent farther en- 


quiry. Mr. Kellie tells us (p. go) chat the nitrous acid 
is capable of * Specifically changing the syphilitic ac- 
e tion; and Mr. Baynton talks of © actions æheciſi- 
« cally diseased;” but who can understand this lan- 


guage © ? 
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pid effects produced by the nitrous acid in «+ Severe 


* pains of the bones, swellings in the periosteum, 
6 fici, &c.“ but, he adds, that « the same symp- 
« toms have recurred soon afier the medicine had 
& been discontinued : And in one example where 
« this had happened, the same complaints, which 
« had yielded almost at once to the acid, now proved 
absolutely refractory to it, and were at last re- 
* moved by a course of mercury.” ; 


VI. The fourth case related by Mx. e 


which he calls « a confirmed lues,” did not amend 


} 


after the regular use of nitrous acid from June the 

218t to July the 10th 1797: The patient was there- 
fore discharged to sick quarters, et affected with an 
ec ulcer of theleft tonsil, pains of the tibize , cough, 
e dyspnza, expectoration, morning oweats, and fre- 
0 quent _ . 


vis. The bulk of Dr. Beddoes publication 
is occupied by the reports of DR. Gzacu and 
Ms. Hammick : These practitioners have never- 
theless intimated, that the . nitrous acid failed in 
«four or five instances, and failed too where the 
« cases have been apparently slight.“ It would 
| | | be. 


— TER 


visu- kn. laura 1. 


e wrong, „r. Gesch very candy: bee | 
to impute infallibility. to it: The medicine has 
ec failed in several instances, and 50 has mercury. | 
« It will require time, acumen, extensive practice, 
* unprejudiced wen, to bring this medicine 
« fairly to the test; to remark in what stages of the 
disorder it will PI N where its success may 

«. be doubtful; where. it is certain. It seems to 
« answer better i in buboes, chaneres; excoriations, 


cc than in venereal eruptions, disxeminated o over r the 
«whole wa * £0 


vin. Ma. 3 of Manchester, has de- 
tailed the following interesting cage of secondary 
. $jmptoms, in the appendix to Dr. Ferriar's third 
volume of medical Histories. „ Mr...... „ 
« man servant has been afflieted vi a venereal 
« complaint for some time : The present symp- 


ec toms are, nocturnal pains, extensive ulcers in the 
& tonsils, eruptions on the forehead, and hairy 
« scalp, and an abseess on the right side of the 
+ scrotum, affecting the testicle on chat side. —1 di. 
« rected him to take the muriated mercury, and to 
4 suspend the serotum in a bag: truss. On the 
6 * of the” oppo he left off the 

| medicine = 


r — n 
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Yrmer comequently lanka ice 
1 be has nos ulcers in his ton 


Ve ates PINS? sixty wi of the 
l nitric acid, diluted in a > xr of Vater, with some 
4 nee taken daily.— ecember 4th.” Throat 


« and gums, but there is no visible inflammation in 
& the latter. Ordered to take the medicine through 


« a quill, —December Th. Throat better; no com- 


« plaint in the mouth; pains abated, —December 
* * Throat the : same; two days ago the eruption 

re-appeared on his head and forehead. Increase the 
« aid to eighty drops daily. December 29th. 


« Eighty drops made his throat so painful, that he 


« was obliged to lessen the dose to sixty: The ton- 
« ils are now healed; but an ulcer has appeared in 
8 the angle at the base of the uvula, on the left side ; 


« the eruption on the forchead is very itchy, but less 
« vivid ; that on the scalp better. Let sixty drops 


be taken daily.—- January 10th, 17 98. Tonsils 


te healed, but the new ulcer extends rapidly; erup- : 


4 tions less vivid. Again increase the dose to eighty 


te drops i in A day.— January 16th. Ulcer i increasing, | 


& eruptions as vivid as at any former per 


Q 
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; complains of great tender ness in his teeth 
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4 plains. I pain in . thro: u, and the. ng. 
« of the nocturnal. pains which. had. ceaxed.; 3 his k 
& countenance also looks heavy and opprexed, 
« exhibiting the same appearance as when he first 
« applied to me; scrotum very little troublesome. 


lie cannot take more than sixty drops a day.— 
« Discontinue the nitric acid, and have recourse to , 
ce mercury.” - 15 | 


ge „ 


Mr. S. remarks that this case $hews, . 9 the nitric 
“ acid is capable of relieving ulcers of te tonsils 
6 by i its direct action; yet, that it fails i in permanently * 
& removing Secondary Symptoms, whatever temporary 
66 relief it may afford „le adds, that he has given 
he common nitrous acid in econdary | symptoms, 
under a variety of circumstances: ; and that the re- 
sult corresponds with he above recited Cage. 


As it is ww propozed wg to ing: 8 the 
experience of gentlemen who have written, their sen- 
timents upon this subject; 1 shall not insist on the | 


accounts which, DR. BILL IE, Mu. Hzavis! DE, 
and other Practitioners of distinguiched ability i in this 
Metropolis, have given me of their unsuccessful rials: - 
Some of these will probably be made public by other 
bands | 


age 


DR —— 


handy Win in e 1 bog leave to submit the! 
ms Tm” in and observations to _ 


On the + of March 1797, Ds. GEORGE 
Pzars0N, of London, shewed me the first com- 
munication of Mr. W. Scott, in the Bombay 
Courier, and requested me to make trial of the new 
medicine at the Lock Hospital. 1 had never before 
heard of this plan of treatment; nor did I then make 
myself thoroughly master of Mr. Scott's practice: 
| Indeed, 1 gave the subject but little attention, till 
about six months after that period. —T- $hall transcribe 
my cases with all the fidelity and perspicuity of which | 
1 am capable: The reader may rest assured that there 
are no material i inaccuracies or misrepresentations in 
them, arising from the deceitfulness of my memory; > 
because they were noted, in all their essential points, 
from day to day, as I visited the patients. A few 
circumstances, in addition to those 1 noticed myself, 
were recorded by Ma. Dixon, the resten pupil 
at the hospital, upon whose veracity I could fully 

depend.— It may likewise be mentioned, that it 
has been the uniform practice, at all times, to make 
an entry of whatever i is remarkable in any of the 
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_ and that the books in which these mim 


have been carefully examined, before ot sent wy. pa- 
pers to he: press. 8 


n will be e that the majority . of FRY pa- 
tients on whom I have made my experiments, were 
labouring under a confirmed syphilis: This selection 
was made, because I thought t the successful treatment 
of primary symptoms was not generally conclu- 
sive; and, because the efficacy of the new remedied 
has hitherto been chiefly supported by such falla- 
cious events. I chall first relate me nals made in 
the early stages of n Venerea. 


|. detailing my experiments, o chall not enter mi- 
nately into every circumstance, (which would be 
tedious and uninteresting,) but merely state chose 
particulars v which can in any manner affect the lead- 
ing question: And, such observations as are applicable 


; ta che cases in general, will be thrown AN me 
conclusion. | 
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| CHAPTER Tv. 


The Para own experience a the fc of the 


new antivenereal remedies, 


— 


* 
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szerion the First, Twenty-three E xheriments with 
te acid of nitre, the citric acid, and the oxygenated 
muriate of potash, in primary oymptoms, ; : 


> 
A ont er oper ERS NR OO INT I Torre 


Tan FIRST CASE in which J tried the nitrous 
acid was that of Gronct K ELI, aged 30; who 
was admitted into the Lock Hospital on the goth of 
March 1797, with a glandular swelling in his right 
groin, which seemed inclined to suppurate. He con- 
tracted the venereal disease two months before and, 
at that time, had chancres : But, when he applied to 
me they were healed ; his mouth was also affected by 
mercurial medicines, which he had previously taken. 
—April the 4th. I prescribed him three measured 
drams of the common fuming acid, in a concentrated 
state, diluted with a quart of water. This quantity 
was ordered to be drank, by a en gers 7 
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His gums, which before were rather swelled and ten- 5 
der, had now returned to a natural state; and the | 
size of his bubo was a little reduced.—1oth. The 


| tumour had nearly disappeared. The acid was con- 


tinued in the same proportion. He complained of a 
tenderness in his cheeks, which probably arose from 
che local effects of the acid; but he had no inclina- 
tion to a ptyalism.—1 zth. His mouth in the same 
state; and the bubo quite gone.—17th. The acid 
NOW gave him violent pain in his bowels : 1 therefore 
directed one grain of opium to be taken occasionally. 
—-20th." The acid was still continued without inter- 


ruption, and was not omitted till the 24h.— I d- 


missed him, apparently cured, on the 27th; and h have 
an of him since. 
. A 5 dE 
Jonx Lewis, in the 18th year of his age, \ was 
admitted under my care at the Lock Hospital, upon ; 


the 16th of September 1797; three months before 


which time he had contracted = gonorrhea, and was 


soon afterwards affected' with a tumour in his right 


groin. The wwelling continued to get worse by de- 


en was in a vtate of og first 


of 


s nr. 4] 5 vi. the new: Ra. 5 55 = 


1 2 


Saw laws He had rg a alight 88 55 no e 
complaint whatever. On the 16th, 18th, and 20th, 
of this month, he rubbed in a. dram of mercurial 
ointment; as 11 had not then determined to use the 


new remedy : This mu 
vo much the more favourable for his cure withthe. acid. 


Sept. 218t., I directed him 10 take the following 


medicine, daily; viz. of the nitric acid two drams, 


| and of simple syrup four ounces, mixed with a pint 


and a half of water. A cataplasm, made of the cold 
saturnine lotion and linseed meal, was applied to the 
bubo.—2 8th. The medicine agreed well, and the 
tumour began to diminish.— October gth. No in- 
convenience arose from the acid: It was repeated as 
| before.-—16th. The bubo was nearly dispersed.— 


"ub oll the and of Noremer. 


[ 


Save the acid by measure = graduated glass vessel 
was used for that purpose, which is sufficiently accu- 


practice. In the present instance 84 drams had been 


N oyember, | On N the vogh of the nitric 


\ 


25th. Quite well ; but the medicine was continued 
In this as well as in all dis 8 cases, I: 


rate to estimate the necessary proportion in ordinary 
taken, from the 218 of September to the and of 


acid 
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| ack (which 3 e Gia near 
Temple Ba I found this quantity to be at least 
equal to 147 drams ; which, as far as 1 could 
then judge, was giving © the patient a fair trial 
for his perfect cure. Unfortunately, however, he 
ee ee ene. 
| real spots upon his face and body, with 
nocturnal pains in hi limbs, and an opthalmia tarsi. 
The eruption was undoubtedly decisive, whatever 
might have been thought of his other eymptoms 
Ry 4 therefore put him upon a regular course of mer- 
curial inunction, and discharged him perfectly well 
of every complaint on the 2oth of January follow- 
ing.—I did not observe that the cure was effected 
by less mercury, or in a Shorter * time, than is u 
. eee 


c A 8 E TOR 

Tronas PurLIes, aged ao, came under my 

care on 'the 28th of September 1797, having slight 

1 . chaneres, small warts, and enlarged inguinal glands 
= disposed to suppurate. He had been infected three 
wonths, and had used some mercury before he ap- 
; plied to me : he likewise employed five drams of 
mercurial ointment in-the Lock Hospital, before the 


er | 10 ici — W gave con- 
siderable pain in che bowels, and occasioned a gene- 
| ral tremor : But it agreed after encreasing the pro- 
portion of che syrup. 4 6th. One biiho had lexsened 
alittle : A warm linseed poultice was applied to the 
ground: daily, until the 6th of N ovember.—qgth. His 
edicine naieates him at the time of taking it, but 


| improves his appetite ai produces a general tingling 


sensation upon the Shin. —2 gd. No change of con- 
SEQUENCE has happened til now; the left groin i is bet- 
ter and the right perfectly well.” His tingling con- 
 tinues, and he complains of a coldness over his 
AKllͤ̊omach when he takes the medicine. The inside of 
the prepuce is a little excoriated, as if a chancre 
would appear. —27th. The saturnine lotion was ap- 
plicd to his groin, to abate the inflammation which | 
appeared to be encreasing around the bubo. Little 
warts: are sprouting up from the excoriated part. 
_ goth, The bubo has got worse and requires the pus 
to be discharged by a caustic. His medicine has 
been regularly ' continued ; but it now gives him 
OS RO: well as the cold Sensation and 
* „ wa 


nausea. The 1 warts. are. e more exuber 
ulcer in the groin has encreased.— Ach. 
: His stomach revolts against the * mixtures ms; 
pains are worse; his sore in dhe groin still | 
and opium, which I have lately ordered, no 
| give him rest at night. The plan 1 | y has. was no 
altered: Mercurial ointment was directed o be 
| rubbed i in; the sore was hereakter dressed with red 
precipitate mixed i in cerate, and waghed occasionally 
with a mercurial .lotion,—-6th: The .bubo. is __ 
| ning to lessen, and the excoriated part is better. 
| 14th. Every venereal symptom has quite c disappeared, 
except a small induration in the grin-—On the 
TE g45t he omitted the inunction; and left the hospital : 
four days after. His constitution was considerably 
fected with erethismus by employing the nr. 


CASE. . 


Gronen Hema aged 22, cha the Ve- 
nereal disease about the middle of September 1797; 
at which time he had a glandular swelling in each 
groin. The same tumors remained on the 12th of 
October, when he was admitted into the hospital ; 
but, they had burst and were covered with scabs. 
| Tee the buboes, 
ODS ic | 25 and 
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1 weer. The” bes bey 


r Ach. Tbe groins ulcerating again, and do 


eee The siinple cerate and acid 


ch. Having i ade wh arther progress, 
T'left off de acid and ordered mercurial ointment to 


be rubbed into his thighs every night. 1 fth. Get⸗ 


ung much better. I Ach. The sores are scabbed 
over; but indurated glands remain. ar Sch 


y ; Which W. full an ahuch as is 
, in eimilar cases, where the acid has 
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Tame ART: 


e a damen, Hao time 1 
ö le reports which had 


_ relied more on the favor 
been given | of. the. nitrous acid, eee 
experience 91 vs cherefore temptedl to prescribe the 
acid mixture, with a saturnine lotion and cataplasm. 

| isch. He had diligently. employed the means 
directed, and found himself considerably amended. 
The same plan was pursued till the a 4th; When he 
November the th. The phymosis Was quite gone, 
and the ulcer under the: glans still healing: But on 
retracting. the prepuce, a frech ulceration, was was per- 
ceived upon the corona glandis. The acid Was 1 0 
continued 3>but. the daily der e of it Was now: 


et ds Pee ee ee 6 . 
anda; worse:appearance of the wloggs,: een | 

of 'poppy beads and chamomile flo 
dered to be mixed with lingee 
warm twice a day.——1gth. PN ulcerati 
breaking out on different parts of the glans, aid as = 
old Sores are spreading. 1 now directed the acid to 
be left off, and calomel pills to be taken daily: 
u But, the patient OP by some means discovered | 
that 


— % wik the new 


_ FL, 2 


thas — of a neu anti told. the 
| Wuhan he ied hes: my prescrip- 


duese uo cost me any mana 3 all what 
was! the sequel ofthis case; but there is no reason 
to: nen eee wcidiq . eee opin the oo 


| baby be dare patient with whom x have | 


ventured to hazard: . ese wy ge 10 4 
— 'achernie.,” © 4 


e ee OCB 10g fths 3 QI bad? 80. 1 „ Mie 
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RoszkRT Can, in . 25th year of lis age, 


Was admitted under my care at the Lock, October 


the 26, 1797. His complaints were a very badly 
ulcerated and inflamed” prepuce filled with large 
warts. 1. was _ en he contracted the 
bis admission: I then directed him to take the acid 


mixture of the usual strength, (two pints a Wide 


a a letter ſor the 


1. E ; 
e 8 - 97 r © 66-47 n | + 
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who introduced the patient to me, and can n youch for ms 


een of this narration, YR 
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| Much one in benen The "acid mined; « 
base; he. ace repe . ws beſare—a6th 

warts highly infl: 
J removed the whole abs pr 
"which were attached to 33 The neck 
goes on properly. December the Ach. He was - 
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Wiiirian — 26 06a of age, applied 
to me on the 26th of October last; having buboes 


of two years continuance, | and ulcerations on his 
 $crotum. | He had taken no medicine during the | 
last twelve months —A cold saturnine poultice was 
immediately applied to the sores; and the patient 
vas n to 1 the acid mixture "every 2 9 


wil wad: wart: an amendment in four days 
November the 23th, He was improving 
. * _—_ 


— 2 ee eee 5 


aptly The acid A n continued. 


ee well in all respects.——a 7th. Bar, 
Left the — 20 


— * 
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"lungs Bang ar, . 28, was taken into - 
the Lock, upon the 26th of October, 1797. 


Fiſteen months before that time he became in- 


fected with the Lues Venerea; and had inguinal 


tumors, for which he used mercurial remedies 


When be came to me, he had chancres on the 
corona glandis, of two months duration; ; likewi se 
severe pains in the shoulders, elbows, and knees: 
But he had not taken any mercury the last three 


months... ordered him fifteen grains of Dover's | 


Powder every night, and the warm bath twice a 
week; also, a saturnine lotion for his chancres. 
——October the zoth. He began the nitrous 


drink: It made him very sick; but,' he persevered 
notwithſtanding,—November the 6th. The pains 
were better.——1 gth. * The acid medicine con- 


tinued: The pains rather less than before: The 


| chaneres not amended at all —16th. The : 
warm bath and opiate . discontintued, ——20th. 


Nocturnals pains affect him acroſs his forehead. 
23d 
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chat in his forchead no better: Warte bre __ j 

out of the ulcers. a 

Dover's Powder for three nights; and 6 an 
escharotic application, to destroy the warts. 


— 23d. The pain eee Koa and 


- I' now | 


27th. The patient told me * he had got worse ever 
4 zince he left off the bath but was then getting 
&« better apace.” Since the acid was not manifestly 
useful, it was omitted; and the warm bath was di- 


rected as at first. Mercurial inunction | was now 
commenced: The warts were also obliged to be de- 


stroyed by the use of lunar caustic .—— December 


| the 14th. He has no pains at all. The warm bath 


omitted; but the inunction was continued till the 
dch of January following. He was dismissed 
well, on the 11th of the ame month. On the 
3d of May he called upon me, to say the twucular 


pains in his arms. and thighs have been very bad : 
these two months past: Regarding them however, 


—— I did not admit him into 
e, 
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eee PriAcoex, was admitted! as à pa- 


5 dent on e of November last. His original | 
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come months, was followed wn eee wichin 
the prepuce: He bad these complaints on his ap- 
| plication to me; besides a phymosis and holes 
through the præputium, of two weeks continuance, 
for which he had never taken any medicine. A 
Unseed cataplasm and a saturnine lotion were used 
externally/; while the nitrous mixture was taken 
internally. This plan was pursued, without any 
alteration, till the 20th ;\ when warts were arising 


from within the prepuce, and through the ulcer- 


_ ated holes, — 27th. The ulcers got wider, and 
| the warts more luxuriant; so that 1 found it ne- 
cessary 0 remove all the diseased parts, by a free 
incision: : The acid was now omitted. He got 
better in a few days, and on the 11th of December 
was nearly well. Finding bimself apparently freed 
5 from the disorder, he left the hospital before I: 
intended to dircharge bim. e 
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Past cen; 23 years of age, was' e 


da patient in the Lock, on the gth' of November. 


He contracted the venereal disease six months 


before; and, at the time of his admission, had A 
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considerable quantity of enlarged indurated glands 
in each groin. He began the nitrous acid on the 
12th, when the buboes sbewed a disposition to 


suppu rate. One of them ruptured and discharged 
some pus, on the 16th; but it healed spontaneously | 
in four days. —' 23rd. The buboes were larger 


and more painful : A cold saturnine poultice was 
was applied to them. — th. They were both 


getting smaller; but, 0 one of them enlarged again 
on the goth. — He continued to take the acid 
regularly till December the 4th, two drams in 


each day, and then omitted it.— By | having re. 
course to mercurial inunction, the swellings were 
lessened within a week, and went on well till the | 


2grd of December ; at which time the an 
| quitted the hospital. 


0 A8 . 
Tnomas No arn, 2 3 years old, contracted the 
1 disease in the beginning of October 1797, a 
and applied to me five weeks afterwards. He then had 
enlarged, painful, and inflamed glands, i in each groin. 


November the 12th, I ordered the nitrous mixture, 


sweeiened and diluted as beſore mentioned; which 


he took daily ant the "ROD of December. At 


% I - 


ena. . wit tle new ade. 5555 
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this time no progress had been made; ; "Vie vw. 


bat « « 
* 


then began to rub a dram of mercurial ointment 


into his thighs,” every night, and persevered i in it 


nearly a fortnight before bis mouth was sore. 


The buboes were considerably diminished by” this 
treatment, although one of them «till contained pus. 


—- at length applied a small caustic to the sup- 
c purating part, and continued the course of mer- 
* till a 1 878 5 cure was e 


es wt 7 5, 
Joun WIr IIa dle, in the a0th year of bis 


* ** 


age, was received as a patient upon the 2 zrd of 


last November. His original complaints, which 
he contracted six months previous to his admission, | 


were chaneres: He endeavoured to get rid of these, 


by some rrifling means ; but had taken nothing 
for three months before I saw him. He then had 


chancres on the middle and u pper bart of the 


penis, with indurated glands. in each groin. Ga, | 
put him on the use of the nitrous medicine, two. 7 
drams of the acid daily, and ordered bis ores | 
to be. dressed wih A imple vintment,—The : 
” 2 47 


oy 


s were both of them © encreased in magni« 
tude, and one was beginning to suppurate.— He 
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— January che 1ſt. They have lessened 
than usual these three days. — 4th. The acid 


Take: 1. 


% 


n i en 


9014 did not at cath 5 . N 50 A 780 
vas able to continue it without any intermission, or Y 


diminution of the quantity, till I desired him to 
desist. No. change of congequence- occurred be. 


fore the 10th or 11th of December, at which 5 


time his chaneres were nearly healed, and the in- 


guinal tumors diminished : There remained, how- 
ever, a thickened skin, and a hard base around 
the cicatrized parts.—Scarce any alteration took 
Place in the groins, for ten days longer; at which 
time he complained greatly of pains in his joints. 
— December the 28th. The buboes not so 


much tumefied, and unattended with inflammation. 


1 ter. 


bas thrown. out very small whitish pimples, with 


a black points in their centre; accompanied with an 


itching sensation, all over his body. — Sch. His 


groins are very little swelled now: The medicine 


was continued for three days, more, --—-, 11th, 
Discharged from the hospital; after having. taken 
g6- measured drams of the nid, equal to above 
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On the Lib of ; Febranry he returned to me, 
ih numerous, broad, syphilitic blotches, on bis 


breast and face; also a venereal sarcocele, and an 


ill looking ulcer on one tonsil. He said his throat 


became sore a month ago; but that his eruptions 


had appeared only a weck. 1 immediately or- 


dered the mercurial inunction. On the second day 
after his Te- admission, upon, inspecting his throat 
very carefully, I discovered that both his tonsils 
were ulcerating, and likewise the posterior fauces. 

He was now directed to fumigate twice a day with 


factitious cinnabar, and rub in the mercurial oint- 


ment every night. —By the sth of March all his 


ulcerations, and like wise the sarcocele, were en- 
urely well: Most of the spots had also disappeared. 
— April 26th, He left the hospital, and pro- 
mised to return if any relapse should occur. LI 
have not heard of him: since. 
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of the acid; in measure, to bs equal 8 W by 
weight: This is probably too low-a compükation; for I 
have sometimes found more than fifteen drams weight, 
in a measured ounce, of, the acid. But, these niceties 

are not of much importance in determining the main 
question, Whether or not the acid be an alivencreal 
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N N — of. peculiar notice ; happened 
during the mercurial course; nor could. I perceive | 


chat the previous treatment, by nitrous acid, had | 
1 occasioned any difference i an the time OT facility of 


his cure: But it should be hinted, that one dram 


of the oimment, containing a se ruple of mercury, 


was as much as he could bear in 24 hours. 


98 O E XIII. 
Jona Srzvzus, ood. 39, was admitted as a 


patient, on the 2grd of November; which was five 
months after he caught the disease. During part 


of that time he had been under Mr. Fon D's Care, 


ar! the Gerrard - Street Dispensary, and took mer- 


curial pills till his mouth was sore. On applying 
to me he had an ulceration upon the prepuce and 
glans.—Immediate recourse was had to the nitrous 
acid, and the ulcerated parts were dressed with 


simple white cerate once a day.— The ulcer got . 


better in ten days, and mended till the 14th of 
December, when it became stationary. — 18th. 


F resh exulcerations appeared on the glans penis, 


and violent pains affected his limbs of a night: 
The acid also now disagreed wich bim, $0 that he 


vas unable to retain it upon bis stomach an 


e 


cs 
* 


cuar. 4] will the new Remedies: | 143 | 


"NY 
— — 
8 


od — 


longer, PE —— of mem. ointment was or- a 
dered to be rubbed in every night.—a 8th. The 
ulcers were healing, very tast, and his eee 
paing” had left him. — January the. ard. He | 
seemed perfectly well; and was dismissed upon | | bi 
the 11th of February, un then finished his * 
mercurial course. | 7 z 
0 AS E §§§ö«»ðê(⁸è 8 lf 
JEREMIAH 891 0 aged 40, was received. 4 
into the hospital, on the 27th of April, 1797; at j | 
which time he had an indurated bubo, of only one | j | 
week's continuance. He contracted a gonorrhæa „„ : | 


—_ 


four months previous to his admission; but, I 
could not learn that he had ever had any other in- 
tervening symptom. He Was treated with mer. 
cury, in the usual manner, as I had not heard much 
of Mr. Scor's mode of curing this disease. 
May the 8th. The bubo had greatly encreased in 
size; and his external fauces were rather swelled 
and painful. — 1 8th. Enlarged parotid glands 
appeared.; 3 in ten 0 doys time they ruptured and dis- 
charged a deal of matter. The indurated bubo 
fill encreased in the groin, and continued to be 
untractable for Several weeks —The patient $ 
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general health md to > require tonic remed ies, 
and he evidently maniſested a scrophulous cons. 
tution: * therefore gave him the decoction of 
cascarilla, and afterwards peruvian bark, three 0 
times a day. —He remained. under my care wilt. 
the 26th of Auguſt, and was then discharged; not 
perfectly cured of bis glandular swellings, but, as 


I believed, entirely free from any venereal taint. 
Ni inety- seven drams of mercurial ointment had 
been employed, before he. leſt the yn: con- 


| taining. a third part of its wright of en 


| This patient was one of hs; who | Ming 
| that he had been exposed to the inſeciion of Lues 
Venerea, could not be persuaded that his disease 
was chie fly | scrophulous and that mercury would 
never perfectly cure him. He was of a sanguineo- ö 
phlegmatic temperament; of a de jected cast of 
mind; his general habit enfeebled ; and, in short, 
his constitution was precisely what Dr. Beddoes 
describes as being peculiarly fit for the use of. 
nitrous acid. An opportunity soon offered Jar 
my trying the comparative effects of this remedy ; 
5 for, the man returned to the hospital on the 4th of 
December last, with a painful and indurated tumor 
1 1 5 i in 


/ 


cur. 2 | 


9 


in de 5 


4 strumous swelling in his neck as formerly, to- | 
gether with distressing Pains in his limbs. I gave 
him the nitrous mixture in the day, and an opiate 
every night. -— 218t. His complaints got worse 
until this period which induced me to order the 
warm bath twice a week, besides continuing the 
acid and opium. — 28th. Eis pains were relieved 
by the bath, each time he used it; but the tumor 
in his neck had now broken and ulcerated. A 
cold saturnine poultice was applied to the neck. 
— - January the 4th. All his tumors were some. 
what lessened; but the pains got worse, and the 
acid disagreed with his stomach. — 8th. The pains 


in his large joints vere intolerable: In other re- 
spects he was che same. Finding no essential ad- 
vantage, either from the acid or the warm bath, I 
omitted both; and ordered a dram or more of the 


— — 
— ee — — 
D 


volatile tincture of guaiacum three times a day, 
with fifteen grains of the compound powder of 
ipecacuanha (i. e. Dover powder) to be taken at 
bed time, This plan was persisted in till the 22nd. 
of January, when no amendment was perceived : 
The patient's spirits were now quite gone; he be- 
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came wretched and impatient under his sufferings ; 


and could only be pacified by permitting bim, a 
second time, to use mercurial ointment. Although 
I could not believe mercury was necessary, on the 


ground of his being still labouring under syphilis, 
I complied with the man's request because I had 
not given him /any relief by a different mode of 
treatment. He gradually amended, both in his 
Pains and his tumors, by a slow course of inunction. 


Twenty-eight drams of the ointment reduced the 
inguinal glands almost entirely, but I thought it 
injured his general health: He desisted from using 


any more than thirty-three drams; and was dis- 
missed February the 28th. * 
I do not consider this case worthy of special 
notice, on any other account than as it was of that 
kind in which the nitrous: medicine has been very 
strongly (b) recommended: ; It certainly did no ma- 
terial good in this instance; and I. have observed 
„ Aber 


— 
33 ; e * 


a — — 9 8 


oY 0 . the 5 it coals wales that whete 


* the constitution is broken, the habit feeble or scro- 


'  phulous, the cure should always be attempted by the 
e nitrous acid, in che bo any other, medicine. — 


Dr, Beddoes' Reports, p. 84. 
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other scrophulous subjects use the acid with as lit- 


tle advantage. Indeed, I cannot say from my pre · 
sent experience that I think the remedy is at all 
adapted to these an complaints: | 


Dad 8 4: Nags! 


N 


Nicol As Brown, in the 25th year of his 
age, had intercourse with a woman of ill fame, 
about the middle of January last: Three days after: 
wards, one of bis groins became li ohtly inflamed, 
painful, and encreased a little in bulk every day. 


A week before I saw him a gonorrhæa came on, 


and both his groins swelled. When he was ad: 
mitted into the bospital, the tumor on bis left side 


was as large as a pullet's egg, and suppurating the 


other was in an indurated state. He had not taken 
any medicine whatever for his present disorder. 
This was regarded as an unexceptionable case 
(with primary symptoms) for the trial of o0xYcE- 
NATED MURIATE OF POTASn: 1 therefore. or- 
ered five grains, made into a pill with conserve of 
roses, to be taken three times on the | 4th of Janu- 
ary, and encreaged every day after. Nothing was 
applied to his buboes ; and he was kept in a clean 
TOY ward, 
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ward, separated from the order venereal patients. 1 85 
— 15th. Through a mistake, the man omitted 
his pills the four last days? He had now encreazed 
their number to fourteen in a day, without any ma- 
nifest advantage: His SyStem was not yet affected 
by the medicine:—18th. - A more copious secre- 
| tion of saliva; but the patients mouth was not at 
all sore, nor his gums swollen: His pulse beat 
94 strokes in a minute: His tongue was not 
at all affected by the potasb; nor could I discover 
| any other sensible operation. — 22nd. In all re- 
spects the same as on the 18th, except that the quan- : 
tity of his urine was augmented. — 25th. The 
pills have been employed regularly he now takes 
twenty-four in. the day: His tongue has at length 
become furred and whitish ; hispulse 1s encreased 
in frequency, and he complains of the pills having 
given him a violent head- ach: But his venereal 
symptoms are not in the least amended. 27th. 
Vesterday and to day, the pills have caused such a 
burning pain in his stomach, with sickness and a sense 
of weight, that he canno onger. 
His daily quantity had been 1 thank: two 
to twenty-six pills, each of which contained five 
grains; 80 that in de whole, he took three ounces and 
thirty- 
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thirty-five grains, without any advantage whatever. 
His pulse, at che last, beat 110 times in a minute, 
and were irregularly | intermitting ; the head-ach &c. 
continued to be very distressing; and the buboes 
were become larger than when he first was admitted. 
These circumstances determined me to com- 
mence a mercurial course, on the agth of January. 


He bore: the mercury very ill; purging and 


giiping were brought on by a very gentle mode of 
treatment; but, the tumors in his groins decreased 
in eleven days. — F ebruary 19th. One bubo is 
quite gone, and the other nearly SO, — M arch 
12th. /, The mercurial process has been very 
cautiously and slowly conducted: The little tumor 
remains stationary; a plaister of euphorbium was 
applied to it, but without much effect. — April 
25th. I discharged him well, except the slight in- 


duration last mentioned ; and ordered him to return 


if any relapse should occur. He came to me on 
the 7th of May, in the same state as when 1 dis- 
missed him: Being satisfied chat no ill conse- 
quences would result from this trifling symptom, 
I ordered nothing to be done; and have seen him 
no more since that time. 
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CSR XVI. pe 
Mr. W. .. of his Majesty's ship 1 
ney, was sent to me on the 5th of this month, by 
Mzssns. BIE TH and Kirrix, of Great Russel 
Street. Mr. W. brought me a short account of his 
case and the medical treatment he had experienced | 
on board his ship, which was drawn up by the 
Surgeon himself: But, on making a few enquiries . 
of the patient and of Mr. Kilpin, who had for- 


merly attended him, I was enabled to obtain a more 
complete Oy” of which I ab) join n the particulars. 
This nah applied 1 to Mr. Kilpin on the 8th 
of February last, for a chancre upon the right side 
of the glans penis, which appeared about ten days 
before. He was ordered to use two scruples of the 
unguentum hydrargyri fortius, (Pharm: Lond : 
every night; at the same time the sore was dressed | 
with the bydrargyrus nitratus ruber, mixed in some 

of che unguentum resinæe flavz. — 13th. A 
small chancre had made its appearance on the in- | 
ferior part of the glans near the labia urethre : 
The mercurial ointment was encreased to one dram 
every night. -— 16th. The first ulcer had spread 5 
considerably, and the other was become deeper, 
1 more 
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more extensive, and had destroyed a small portion 

of the urethra: The daily quantity of ointment 

was now augmented to a dram and a half; Mr. 
W. was also desired to take a pill, containing half a 
grain of hydrargyrus calcinatus, every night. 
His mouth became slightly affected with the mer- 
cury on the 24th; at which time the inſerior 
changre had reached the edge of the superior one, 

and formed an extensive ulceration : But, it had 
a florid and clean surface. — March the 15t. - 
His mouth was not yet sufficiently affected; the 
chancre had now diminished in size, and went on 
healing till the 13th, when he was obliged to repair 
on board his ship. — His mouth got more tender, 
his gums swelled, a spitting came on, and the 
chancre healed rapidly, under the farther use of 
mercury administered by the surgeon of the Rom- 
ney, -— It was soon thought proper, however, to 
omit the mercurial inunction, &c. and to substitute 
LIME Juice. The Surgeon's own words are, 
5 Suspecting the presence of scurvy, and well 
& knowing the good effects of the citric acid in al- 
most all kinds of ulcers, 1 ordered him at first 
« unc: tres, ter in die; and afterwards encreased it 
«to ive. times, It acted like a charm ; The chancre 


6 assumed 


132 Tie Author's Experience + PANT 1. 


a 8 


« assumed an healthy appea pearance, and some part of ; 


40 


; 6 


proceed till about ten days ago, wh 


juice began to gripe him and he fell very much 
out of order: : Tt was omitted. The chancre be- 


* 


nn 


it filled up. In this promising manner did it 
en the ime | 


gan to degenerate daily; ; and has now encreased to 


three times its original size. For some days the 


mercurial course had been resumed ; but with. 


out much hope of immediate benefft.— Regimen 


may be of infinite service: Here, unfortunately, 


the best cannot be obtained. Hence the pro- 


priety of goi ng on shore, in order to favour ho | 


desired effect of medicines. — - The extern 


application was, for the most pen; an ointment 


composed of cerat : lapid: calam : four parts, 


calomel: one part.—Arg: nit: Calx byd: 
nit: — and the Acid: cit: were each of them 


tried; but from none of them was ee be- 
nefit obtained. 


* D. Wu yT k; Surgeon 
4 of H. M. S. Romney, 
„ 2 nd. May, 1 798.“ 


+ 4 From the above account it appears, that while 
Mr. W. took from nine to fifteen. ounces of 


lime 


7 „„ A 4 Fn oh 
g " 


Du, Me. W. 805 me ehe was: at ters same fin 
nat as soon as he forbore its 


use, alt en the acid was: continued, the ore got 
wore and Spread to an alarming degree.—Be. 
lieving this to have been a correct statement, 1 
prescribed a similar course of medicine with that 
which Mr. Kirrix, originally adopted: In four 
days, the ulcerated; parts looked cleaner, and 
ceased spreading. The salivary glands were not 
| affected by the mercury on the. 25th of this month: 125 
I therefore directed two, grains of calomel to be 
taken every day; in addition to the mercurial oint: 
ment, of which be had rubbed in a dram night and 
morning. May 28ch. The sore is perfectly free 
from, sloughs, with a granulating healthy. surface; 5 
but, as a portion .of the urethra. was destroyed, the 
patient's urine has irritated the ulcerand occasioned | 
a slight bleeding several times. This day, * send 
my noies to the printer; and am in hopes, from my | 
present success, rt the case vil goon happily. 


* 


2 CASE. Xr. 


ati aa * 21, came into is Lock 
mona, upon the 28th of Ne last, about six 
- - months 
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months after he had contracted the Lues Venerea. 
He originally had buboes; and the inguinal glands | 
were in a ſtate of induration when he applied o 
me: Beside which, he had a deep, extensrve, and 
foul looking sore, upon the inferior part of the 
glans, of above a ſorthight's continuance. | He 
said, he not taken any mercury; but, that Mr. 
486 OwE N of Chancery-Lane, had given bim . 
6 | pers apo and W n 1 5 


1 . a 1 and a half of the 
nitric acid to be mixed with a quart of water, and 
taken daily. , Two days afterwards, he retracted 
the prepuce; but being unable to bring it forward 
again, it had occasi i oned a degree of inflammation : : 

I relieved him of the para phymosis; and ordered 
him to use a saturnine poultice, as well as 
to inject a solution of acetated cerusse under his 

prepuce very frequently. — May the grd. I en- 

 ereazed the daily quantity of che nitric acid to two 
rams, as it had agreed hitherto extremely well.— 
7th. No amendment had yet taken place i inthe ulcer, 
and a phymosis had come on; I therefore directed : 
him, beside the internal medicine, to bathe his legs 
and _ nn. eycningyi in six pints - 
of 


cnare 4] | with tle new Remedi 


Wo 4 


of water acidulated whth « one . ounce of 


the common nitrous acid. ioth. I could not 


discern the state of che uleer, on account of the 


phymosis: The bathing had occasioved a trouble- 
some tingling sensation in his skin, and the secre- 


| tion of the urine was augmented. The bath Was 


now made more acid by half, than 1 before ordered 
it: The nitric potion was likewise continued. 
— igth. His swelled inguinal glands are gettting 
| beute — 218. The ulcer is evidently lessened; 

though the prepuce cannot yet be drawn back en- 
' tirely : The itching and heat upon his legs are 50 
violent that he is unable to use the nitrous bath 
more than half an hour at a time : He spits a pint 
of saliva in twenty-four hours ; but his gums are 
firm, and not at all in the state of a person who 
has employed mercury : The fauces and cheeks 
are tender and paioful. — 24th. The chancre is 
nearly healed, and his other complaints are going 
off; hut the salivation arising from the local ac- 
tion of the remedy still continues, and like wise 

the itching upon his legs when he bathes thems — 

_ 28th. - On he eve of sending this case to the 
press, I called at the hospital: : The patient informed 
me bat he has been disturbed every night, for 


19 = Ya about 
. 8 


* 


EOS 


a 
/ . * 4 
- — * 
> 1 
% P * 
' N : - 
* f 
* : 5 — ä — = <7 p : 8 — —.— 
2 l 0 : 2 x Fe J — r ws — = . 2 : . : . - — - — 
2 * * 2 £ - 7 1 MA * LIN. : 4 1 . my fs A - > Re Rr rr Pr we {va — K 2 purer Ns IT - 
1 Jt * - . . —— * * — ined ck; 2p, AH 8 2 — 2. n — — n er 25 — watts - . — * * by 4 wi ©. . Re I 2 _ —— 5 g as 
 <—w2 FP 4E — e renne Nn 0M tro pro dr I Ie 2 1 « — — N — . — * — * 0 "os 2 * i. = 3 « 
. 23 2 — . 4, r * e ; A 8 - ” 7 r 75, 47 = 4 5 : * , — — * — To — - - - 
q g , He £4 4 4 Som * +, does N r 9 8 COLE — I ; 1 fs 0 1 — . a _ y - 5 1 . — : . N 9 
n * Fad. Ke. KY . > 3 ” S = wy vt bon groan 404) ES — Þ-ng,_ 1 £ _ 3 * . wt 4 * . b 8 PO 3 ex oe q ; a». — a a 7 — — mo r — — FR 4h. rot 
—_ 11 — A a — —— — — . - - — * 235 2 — 2 23 . 8 by — — — 3 . — 7 9 2 11 mo A a — 4 — 
” ” — * * — 0$ * F . — — 1 - : : 
L b , * wy 8 * 
th N PRE 8 _ 9 1 3 . . 


Fears 1. 


% 1 EDS : do dE - : 
e a a 1 n eee e 


Bl n : 


beute a week pan, with excruciating pains th 5 
sbins. Upon examination, 1 ſound the upper part 


of both of the tibiee very tender to the touch, 


and one of them a little swelled: Whether nodes 
be forming or not, time only can absolutely deter- 
rmine; but 1 fear some mischief of this kind 
is about to discover itself. He was desired 
| Kill to 15 8 55 in che nitric drink and bathing. 


This is the lan veneteal esse wy . 1 have 
given the acid. It was administered at the par- 
ticular request of Mr. SzATON, of Westminster; 
who, hearing of my in SUCCESS, sent me a quantity, 
ä prepared for the express purpose of making ac · 
curate experiments. IJ have als used the same 
nitric acid in ymptoms of confirmed Lues Venerea; 
' the particulars of which will be related in the 
next section, together with a letter from Mr. 
SrArox. The high encomiums paid to the acid 
bath, by . Mr. Scorr, induced me to 58 its effec 
in other cases more conclusive than this, 


C AS E : XVIIL 


ET Iz ABE TR Warr, aged 19 years, 0 
admiued into the Lock * Hoon!" on the i)th of 
655 . August, 


9 
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Aube, 1797 | She bad then bn hilecied with 
che Lues Venerea four months. At the time of her 
coming under my care, she had a gonorrhea, and 
very badly ulcerated | labia -pudendi.—Having 
passed through a course of mercurial inunction, 
the ulcer was found to be so slow in healing, that 
4 ordered her to try the effect of the acid drink: 
She began it on the 12th. of October, in the pro- 

| portion of two drams of nitrous acid to a quart of 

water, every twenty-four | hours. After taking 
it six days, with the greatest n she was 
obliged to desist from its use; not being able to 
keep a spoonful more on her 5 fs 


No benefit was derived from the acid during 
the six days it was exhibited, nor was much to 
have been expected in so short a time; but, from 
this and similar cases we may infer, that the acid 
even if it were a pecific) can never become a 
substitute for mercury, unless means be found 
of adapting it to all en | 
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5 A 8s E XIX. 
Mary GARLIC, ' 19 years old, hb to the 
Lock Hospital on the 22th of October, 1797 
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ease, and had a tumor in one of her groins, 
When she came to the hospital, she had the ame 
tumor, in a state of suppuration, and a gonorrhea, 


She had not taken any medicine. — October the 
| agth.. E directed the nitrous mixture, as in the 
last case, a quart to be taken every day; and a 
| linseed meal pouluce, to be applied morning and 
5 evening to the bubo. — 29th. The bubo rup- 
tured spontaneously: It was treated as before, and 
the acid mixture continued. November the and. 
I thought the patient began to get better: Her 
medicine agreed very well. — 1gth. The dis- 
charge from the groin had become thin and ichor- 


ous: 1. therefore ordered the linseed meal to be 
mixed with salt water in future, and the acid to 


be repeated as before. 16th. The sore looked 
much worse, was very painful, and Spreading. 
Three drams of the acid were now ordered, in as 
many pints of water, to be drank every day, — 
218t. The symptoms were rather worse than 
better, and no suppuration had taken place in the 
bubo: The patient was therefore ordered to omit 


the acid. — 37th. She began using mercurial | 


ointment, I also directed the Korres of pe- 


ruvian 


ow om 222. 
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rervian but to BE Me- Under a day; and a 
poultice with crumb of bread and acetated litharge 
water, to be applied to the groin.— She mended in 
a short time, and was nearly cured of the ulcer 
by December the 11th. I;continued the course of 

mercury till the 19th of January, and e n, 
her on the HR 50 pan well. 


f MR." 


* N 8. E X. 
ee ene 21 years of Ret 05 

admitted into the Hospital, October the g6th, 
1797. She was infected with gonorrhæa a month 
| before she applied to me, which was followed by 
an enlarged inguinal gland and swelled nymphæ. 
October the 28th. She began the nitrous acid, 
tyo drams daily, sweetened and diluted. In five 
days she began to amend. November the 16th. 

| The swellings were entirely gone.— The acid was 
continued as before, till the end of the month; 
when I dismissed her cured. 
This case, if no relapse occurred, may certainly 
be numbered among the cures: But, in hospital 
practice it is no easy matter to ascertain who re- 
mains well; . the n ought al- 


ways 
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5 e return again. 
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ELIZAZETn — ITN 22, 8 to the 
erb Bal 5 November the gth, 1797. 
She contracted the venereal disease a month be- 
fore her admission. At this period she had a go- 


; norrhza ; with her labia and nymphæ considerably 
excoriated, inflamed, and swelled.— The same 
symptoms - had continued. from the time of being 
infected; and she never took any medicine for the 
disease, except a few does of Glauber's Salts. 
— November the 10th. The external labia were 
dlressed with simple ointment, and washed with 
caturnine water. Two pints of the nitrous mixture, 
containing two drams of the acid, were ordered 
to be drank daily. — On the 16h. She was in 
no respect better ; but was greatly troubled with a 
pain and difficulty in making water. For this 
complaint, I directed a scruple of nitre to be _ 
three times a day, in addition to the acid mixture; 
and a warm linseed poultice to be applied, instead 


of the cold lation. — : 19th. Her symptoms were 
not at all. amended ; but the ardor urine encreased 
| con- 


nion 1 zuppose I am not eingular. 
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eee The. 1 dire was aan red 10 imer a 
day, and the acid continued as:before.—218t.. She. 


this\ day discovered venereal spots coming out 


upon her face, neck, and bosom; ber labia, pu- 


dendi were beginning to ulcerate internally, and the 
other . $ymptoms had not yet abated. Tbese ap- 


pearances induced me to forbid the continuance of 


he acid. gd. She began 10 rub in one dram of 


mercurial ointment (containing a scruple of mer - 
cury) every night. In eight days the uſcerated 
and inflamed, parts were better; the eruptions dis- 


appeared in four woe; 3 and, by the 18th of De- 
cember, she was in all-respects apparently well... 
A proper e of, e e the cure. 
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1 the s case, as vell a as in some others, 1 
took for granted that the new medicine could not 


have removed the fresh ymptoms, alter it had 


failed in preyening their occurrence. In this opi- | 
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CASE "Xx, one . 


ob} n Nin 


Sanan Lz, in the, 19h year of her age, » was 
taken into the hospital upon the gth of N ovember 


17 97 being three weeks after ber having become | 
SE. | 5 infected . 
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| inſerted m__ a Wert At — her ad- 
mission she had, beside this last symptom, a dysuria, 
and an enlarged nympha which was slightly ulce- 
ted. She began to take the acid mixture 
; upon thefo owing day.-—1 2th.” The dysuria was 
better. goth. The discharge diminishing, but the 
ulceration not amended. A dressing of white simple 
ointment was now applied; which, in three days, a 
produced an healthy appearance and healing of the 
 80re.—-27th. A fresh ulceration! took place on the 
pudenda. The acid is still continued. Derem- 


| ber 4th, The ulceration was quite healed.—-2 18. 


I dismissed her cured.-—This woman was after- 
wards admitted into the Lock Asylum, and has re- 
. PO well 8 che u 575 p 


Erizas zr 2 aged 16, became infected 
with the venereal disease toward the latter end of 
September last. She applied to me on the 2 ard. of 
November ; with an open, ill looking, bubo, and a 
profuse gonorrhæa. — On the 26th. She began 
to take the nitrous acid: A linseed poultice was 
also made use of twice a day, and a saturnine in- 

jection, — She was cured of che gonorrhaa -by 
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dhe end of this month ; has the 0 bubo 
had not begun to amend. — December the 11th. 
The.sore looked. very livid and foul. An ointment 
eontaining zome red precipitate was now einpl oyed 
for a dressing to it, and the acid was discontinued. 
I likewise commenced a course of mercurial i in- 
unction.—i 4th. The bubo looks fresh and granu- 


——__—_— 


lating. The patient complains of tenderness and 
tumefaction in her throat and fauces: Upon in- 
spection, I perceived small sloughy spots on the 


tonsils.—-218t. Her tonsils, &c. are quite well: 
But, feverish symptoms, with a languid and ear 


quent pulse, forbid the present use of mercury; 


and indicate antimonial medicines.— January the 


. 4th. During these last six days the mercury has 
been resumed ; and the bubo, which before was 


stationary, is healing very fast. 18th. Extreme de- 
bility and erethism obliged me to order a generous 
diet and peruvian bark, in conjunction with the mer- 
"WY ointment. —-24th. She was dismissed cured. 
1 are all the primary Act; in | which 
I have given the new remedies a fair trial, except 


one more which Was overlooked when I sent the fore- | 


going Pages to the printer. 7 
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RichAkn PonsatL a me at the . 
BURY DrseznsaARy, on the 10th of November 
1797, with an indurated welling i in one of his groins, 
occasioned by cohabitation with an infected woman. 
I prescribed the same nitrous mixture as in the pre- 
ceding cases: He took from two to three drams of 
the acid every day, until the ist of January. In 
the interim, the tumor inflamed, suppurated, and 
rupture spontaneously. : It continued some weeks 
in an ulcerated condition, and did not seem at all 
| disposed to granulate. 1 therefore advised mereurial 
friction ; and it nearly healed the sore in eight days, 
without changing the dressings previously employed. 
He was discharged well on the 24th of January. 


srerios the Second. Twenty: six cases of confirmed 
Syphilis, 11 8 the acid of nitre was exhibited. 


'S A 8 E I. 808 
| Tnoxas Main was received as a patient in the 
Lock Hospital on the 6th of April 1797. He was 
A ae . 


— 
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pu 
: 4 £ 
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infected! with the 1 Venerea welve andy pre- 


vious' to his convulting me. His first $ymptoms 


ceeded by copper coloured scaly eruptions, clearly 
venereal, and an ulcer upon one of his legs: These 
vere his complaints at the time of his admission; but | 


the spots were beginnin g to fade away, and his sa- 
livary glands were affected by calomel pills which he 


had lately taken. This was the second patient to 
whom I gave the acid: I might have objected against - 
him on account of the mercury he had already 
taken; but, being at that time anxious to make trial 


of the new remedy, I took the earliest opportunity 


of doing 80, leaving it for my future experience to 


make proper discriminations and exceptions. 


April the 10th. I directed four drams of Mr. 


Cox's nitric acid, diluted in two pints of water, to be 


taken daily. This quantity was too much to begin 
with, and he had very great difficulty in taking it. 


13th. - He complained heavily of the pain, nausea, 
and coldness, which the acid produced in his sto- 
mach, every time he drank it; and told me © the 
* . him good, but that this medi- 
8 cine had not.“ Notuithstanding the uneasiness he 


endured 
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Al eres; which, after some time, were suc- 
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3 the 09 Fo was s continued, in wag same pro- ; 
portion, till the 17th; when the pain, c. became so 

insupportable, that it would have been cruel to insist 5 
on his persevering Mr. Scott s first report gave no 
precise direction as to the strength of the nitric acid 
drink, only he says that he. ( put half or three 
« fourths of a madeira glass full of it in two pints of 


water; 1 was therefore unacquainted with the exact 


| mode in which it ought to have been managed, and 

did not order it to be more diluted in this man's case. 
hen he discontinued its use, after taking about 
twenty eight measured drams, his venereal eruptions 
were not at all altered in their appearance: but his 
ptyalism was gone off entirely, and his gums were 


5 very firm. N course of mercurial inunction com- 


pleated the cure. 1 dismissed him (at his own re- 
quest) on the a and of May, and have not seen him 
0 A SE 1. 
Jonx 1 aged 28, became a patent 
at the Lock, upon the 11th day of May, 1797. 
Nearly five months before, he contracted a gonor- 
_ thaa; chancres afterwards appeared, and were fol. 
lowed by buboes in the groins, | When he applied 0 * 


exAr, 4] wil the new Remedies, Ew 00 
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me, he had no — ymptom beside eruptions, 
which were of the pustular. form.—1 gave him two 
drams of nitrous acid in a quart of water, without 
any syrup, to be taken daily. He also was directed 
to wee the wartn bath twice a weck.—1 blk. The acid 


griped tis bowels and made him sick; but he never- 


theless persevered in taking it. and. The acid 
agreed, and che spots were fading. June 18t. The 
eruptions have become” more vivid, and are larger 
upon his face. He says a alight rativation'i is come on, 


and that he pits half a pint in the day.—8th.” The 


spots are manifestly getting still worse. Omit the acid. 
He now began to use mercurial ointment. The 
pots went off rapidly after rubbing i in twelve drams, 
and he was discharged cured on the 25th of july; 
no unpleasant effects having arisen from the mercu- 


eee 


rial par Fiſiy one dram: 


CASE III. £ 


Tronuas Dzarn, 24 years old, contracted a 
| gonorrhea | in November 1794, which was afterwards 


succeeded by a bubo and venereal eruptions. On 


the 8th of August following he became my patient 


at the Lock, and passed through what F deemed a 
zufficient coure nnn a permanent 


cure 
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cure: Babi it tio Fee a that his — 

could searcely | be affected. by the mercury during 

' this treatment. He was discharged from the bospitel 
m.the beginning of October, 1795 · Exactly two 


bexides fixed pains in wha 3 the. 6th. 
I directed two drams of nitrous acid to be mixed i in 
© pint and a Half of water and sweetened, with eight 


ounces. of imple syrup, to be d d 


the same time be used the warm bach, twice a week. 
—11th. 1, was obliged. to reduce the acid: mixture 
to only half its original strength, on account of i its 
d very much with his nomach.—16th 


having lisagree 


His nose is well, and his. . Pains are alleviated ; but 


the nodes are not yet diminisbed. 1 again desired 


the acid mixture to be made as song as at the first. 
—1 ch. He still gets relief in his pains, the nodes 


begin to lessen, and his medicine agrees pretty well. 


—e6th.. The nodes are getting smaller every day. 
November the and. He still takes the acid with 

advantage. 6th. Nocturnal pains in his shins have 
lately broken his rest, and dispirited him. The next | 
time I vent to the hospital he had gone nner 


has never again been be of. 


nk every day: At 
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2 Jab . a ils from Portsmouth, i in the 


39th year of his age, was admitted under my care at 
the Lock Hospital on the agd of August, 1794 : 
He then had nodes on both his tibize ; which, from 
the pain they were in,. I supposed to be venereal.---- 
The history he gave me of his disease, was as fol- 
lows. Four days after being connected with a wo- 


man of bad character, a gonorrhæa came on; in 
| three weeks more a little swelling, attended with er | 
treme pain to the touch, and especially of a night, 
appeared on one of his shins : But, he never had, at 
any period of his life, either a chancre, bubo, 


eruption, or any other venereal symptom beside the 
node. To get rid of this painful complaint, which 
he thought was the consequence of illicit commerce, 
he had recourse to mercurial pills during his con- 
tinuanceat Portsmouth: They salivated him a great 
deal, and afforded relief. In a few months, how- 


ever, he was as much afflicted with his leg as for- 


merly, and was obliged to come up to London for 
his cure.—1 put him upon a regular course of mer- 
curial inunction: He rubbed i in sixty-two drams of 
the ointment; and during the whole. course, spat 
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. cight 01 or ten ounces of alen in ie day.— 
A fresh node made its appearance on the other 
shin, while he was using the mercury: But, he got 
apparently well, and had no nocturnal pains, by the 
middle of October; when. 1 discharged him, believ- 
ing he was radically cured. Although this patient was 
admitted, and treated as if his complaints were vene- - 
real, I at the same time expressed my doubts of their 

| being genuine. Certain dubious cases will now | 
and then present themselves to our notice, which 
have been previously called Lues Venerea, and have 
even been relieved by mercury: It would be cruel 
and impolitic to refuse such afflicted persons admis- 
sion into the Hospital, merely because we could not 
distinctly ascertain the nature of their disease. f. 


This patient applied again to me on the goth of 
Juby 1795 more than nine months after I had dis. 
charged him from the Lock. He had the same 
symptoms as before, without any fresh infection. 
On my enquiring further into his history, he repeated 

the account l have already stated; and protested it was 

| entirely true. I again resumed the mercurial oint- 
ment: He used one hundred and fourteen drams, 

| before 1 thought proper to dismiss him. Our oint- 
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ment contains only a third part of its weight of mer- 
cury; and is made by triturating it with simple hogs- 

rd, without any other addition. — Lis mouth was 
much more Sever 
been; and the daily quantity of saliva amounted to 
a pint and a half; very frequently two pints. ' Blisters 
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time afforded relief from the pain, as well as lesxenied 
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che tumors. The nodes had not perfectly disappeared 
when I discharged him; whieh” was upön the 19th 


of November; having been nearly sixteen weeks 
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October the 24th 1 797, he came to me a third 


time! The tumors on his legs were enlarged, and 
che pains of a night almost distracting: In fact he 


was worse than at any former period, both as to the 
number and tenderness of his nodes. Since he 


went from me, Ms. Bixch had received him into 
St. Thomas's Hospital: He knew how I had treated 


the patient, and determined to adopt a different plan. 


He neither prescribed pills nor ointment, or any other 
preparation of mereury: But he gave the man (to 
use his own expression) “ a pitcher of diet drink 
every day for almost twenty weeks,” The poor 
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y affected than it had formerly 


to che nodes; and at each 
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1 cilor, — add; ths be ec was N 
& as bad when he came out of St. Thomas's as 
8 when he went in.”—Afier he left that Hospital, | 


oa 


> his was $0 reduced and imd that be expered. 


raal vein in [the males degree, nor. were the 
nodes diminished by the mercurial friction.—-Hav- 
ing been more benefited at the Lock Hospital then 
any other place; he returned to me, as I before 
mentioned, on the 24th of October last: He then 

hag axed ne. mecicine Sor wine works: 


1 thought, if the nitrous acid could cure this man, 
| (whether his case were venereal or not) the pneu- 
matic system of practice was invaluable, and would 
prove a real blessing to the world. I was im- 
mediately determined to give the acid a fair trial, 
and to begin with it the same day,—October the | 
24th. He took two drams, diluted and sweetened 
in the customary manner. goth. He rested better 
than before. The nodes were a little reduced 9 
- the and of November; but he then was attacked | 

with violent pains in his knees. —6th. No pain, on 
touching the swelled tibiz with my linger, —1 th. 

„„ np ) - 
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The tumors on his 4 5 wi e 5 
and not troublesome in the night. 1 6th. _ His knees 

were hot, tender, and extremely painful.-—-2oth. In 
5 all respects better; though- the nodes diminish very 
dlowly.—23rd. His acid agrees well; He now takes 
three drums every day.-—-29th. The tibiz as be. 
fore: The knees much more easy. goth. Noc- 
 turnal pains returned in his Skins: They were 50 bad 
last night, as to require the administration of opium. 
December 4th. His nodes remain of the ame 
size as they were a fortnight ago: The opium relieves 

his nightly pains: One knee is better. 11th. The 
pains in one leg are excruciating, although he still 
takes opium. 14th. The nodes have not di- 
minished lately; and the pain in his leg, if possible, 
is worse than ever! The acid has been regularly 
continued, in the quantity last mentioned; but 
never affected his salivary glands, in the smallest 
degree: It seems to have strengthened the man's _ 


Constitution, and improved his appetite.— As he 


now seemed quite at a stand, after having taken 
one hundred and zeventeen measured drums of 
the acid, (two hundred and five by weight,) 1 
could not believe the cure would be effected by 
this remedy alone: I therefore ordered mercenary to 

be 
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unde u. — —— WANG 
December the 18th. His torture has lately been 
| inexpres5ibly severe ! The mercury bad not yet 
affected his mouth. Noclüng was hereaſter to be 

employed, except the mercurial friction, wih à hot 
bath twice a week. —2 ist. He says the first bath has 
done him good: He sleeps better every night: 
His nen is swelled, and he” spits a pint 
daily. — 26th. The salivation is greatly en- 
creased: He spits nearly three pints a day. The 
pains are much amended; and the nodes are les 
sened considerably. Omit the "ointment for one 


week, to relieve the soreness in his mouth. 1798, 
January che znd. He mends slowly, but uni- 
formly: The mercury was ordered to be resumed. 
—$th. His pains have almost left him.—-15th. 
No pain at all; but one of the nodes has enlarged 
lately. —a gth. A dram of the ointment was di- 
rected night and morning: His spitting has nearly 
uary the ßzth. The patient gets 
tout and strong under che mercurial course 8th. 
A blister was applied over each of the nodous 
swellings: It lessened them very evidently. No- 
ching material occurred till the 29th, when the 
| ang had ee to three Pints daily : The 
mercury 


ceased. —- Febru⸗ 
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mercury was now omitted, and more blisters were 
applied. He tells me he is better than he has been 
during the three preceding years.-—28th. The 
spitting has not diminished. Repeat the blisters 
three times, in quick succession.— March the 7th. 
The spitting is lessened to a pint and a half a day. 
| -—15th. He vas desired to take five grains of the 
pilulz ex hydrargyro (Pharm: Lond: ) every 
night.—-22nd. Five grains of the pills were di- 
rected to be taken twice a day.——April the 1 gth. 
I made him an out patient, as he desired to have 
fresh air and exercise: The pills were continued as 
before;—92 sth. He returned to inform me, that he 
had a pain and swelling on the inferior part of one 
leg. May the 25th. I saw him now, for the last 
time: He says, © he works hard every day on board 
« a Ship in the Thames, and is as well as ever he 
vas in his life, except in the lower part of one 
leg.“ On examining the part, I found a large 
tumor over the fibula; which I think will suppurate: 
But it does not appear to be a node. The pills 
were discontinued, and a warm plaister applied to 
the swelling. He promised to see me again from 
time to time: The public may therefore expect to 
be informed of the sequel of his ease. © hy 
25 . CASE 
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WILLIAM . CR le = to 
me on the 26th / of October last; having 2 
partial phymosis and numerous eruptions, with 
nocturnal pains on both the tibiæ. His ori- 
ginal complaint, a year before, was only a go- 
norrhæa. He had taken no medicine for the 
venereal disease. October the 28th. He be- 
gan the nitrous medicine. November the and. 
The acid agreed, and was continued. —6th. - His 
spots looked more dull. He had gone three times 
into the warm bath, without my knowledge ; and 
says, that his eruptions were less apparent aſter each 
time of bathing.— th. His blotches are certainly 
better; but the nocturnal pains are more distress- 
ing, and prevent his sleep. An'opiate was ordered 
to be taken every night, and the mixture repeated 
as at first,—1 gth. A purging and griping are oc- 
casioned by the acid. The pill of opium is to be 
taken twice a day.— 16th.“ The spots are more 
elevated and getting vivid, but the pains are allevi- 
ated. His bowels are still violently affected. I 
now ordered two . ounces of spirituous water 
(aqua pimento) to be added to the mixture. 


20th, —His bowels are beuer,  Omit the opium, 
my ; ' 0 : c ; and 
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5 and innit e e So spirituous water, cee. 
gtd. A al, node appears on the lower part 


of the left Bbuls which breaks his night's rest: The 


spots are much more prominent and red on his face; 
while. those on bis bod 
arch. The pains in the night, and bis eruptions, 
are rather worse than better. Having tried the 


acid more than a month, I did not think it right 
to trille any! longer: Mercury. was hereafter em- 


ployed.-—December the 4th. His node, pains, 
and eating 6 well.—1 ith. .. He has no 
ailment whatever, The mercurial course was con- 
unued till - January the oth; when I e 
bim n $17 r B dnl 
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Revere Cue, mY you of age, was TY 


mitted under my care, October che 26th, He 


contracted che venereal disease four months before 


* 1 


His first 5ymptoms were © Tre: 3 Which'hs got rid 
ofina week, by taking eighteen. pills. He bas 


now lost his uvula and part of the soft palate, by 


an ulceration of two moths continuance rie 
acid mixture was adimi nistere 


went twice into che warm bach, 
we 2% 
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y are not at all amended. 5 


inme dme: He 
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der; Novewcy hs 6th. He told me bis had : 


an ulceration near the verge of the anus, which 


had been there two months; and likewise pains in 
his arms. No alteration was made in his treat · 
ment, except that a saturnine lotion was applied 


to the anus frequently.—gth. | He used formerly 


to complain of a pain in his throat; but it is now 


3 removed: Bu appeti te has improved lately. 


—igth. I this day perceived 7 an ulcer on the pos. 
terior part of the fauces: The palate looks cleaner 
than before, and the ulceration near the funda- 


ment is better.—16th. His throat is a little 
| healed over.—2oth. Much amendment in his 
palate and fauces; but a fistula lachrymalis has 
just appeared.-—23rd. The fistula gets worse; the 
fauces better. He takes three drams of the acid 
 daily..----2gth. Getting better in his throat daily: 


He begins to loath his medicine. December the 


Ath. Vesications appear on the palate and cheeks, 
likewise ulcerations upon his lips, from the imme- 


diate application of the acid; his gums also are 
tender, but not swelled, and the enamel on his 


teeth is considerably eroded: I am informed 


that he has had a salivation some time. The ul- 


cCebrs are healed in his throat; but pustular eruptions | 


' have 


v 5 7 
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9 on bis 3 | I * him in 
future to drink che acid mixture through a tube, 
to prevent its touching his teeth and cheeks, likes 
| wise to diminish the daily quantity of it to two 
drams,—-1 1th. Not yet better of his lips and mouth : 
The salivation has encreased to three pints a day : 
The spots continue on his face.—1 8th. A bad ozæna 
has come on, with great pain, and a discharge of 
purulent matter from his nose: The fistula lachry- 

malis is going. In other respects, he is much the 
same as on the eleventh.—2 ist. I now again or- 
dered three drams of the acid to be taken daily: His 
mouth, &c. is better; and he only spits one pint in 
twenty-four bours.—2 8th. His spitting has ceased 
entirely. The ozæna and puriſorm discharge con- 
tinue. The eruptions on bis face are of a dubious 
nature; but I begin to suspect they are venereal. 
— January the 18t, 1798. A single scabby erup- 
tion has come upon one leg. | He still takes three 
drams'of the acid; and, it agrees very well. His ge- 
neral health is good. th. The scab, on his leg 
has enlarged; and he sbews me more pustular 
eruptions upon his arms, like those which appeared 
nearly five weeks ago in his face. The complaint 
in his nose is much the e las already 
2 2 5 - taken 
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| taken one 8 and — — * Fe th 
acid ; which are equal to upwards of tu hundred = 
and cighty-nine drams by weight Some | of his re. 
| cent complaints seemed to be venereal'; although the 
symptoms for which he first came under my care had ” 
entirely disappeared : I was therefore disposed to 
watch the progress of this curious case, and t0 desist 
from the new mode of treatment.- January the 
gth. Omit the acid, and take Pilulæ ex mica panis 
| bis in die.—-11th, The scab on his leg encreases in 
its dimensions. The man gets fat and has a very 
keen appetite : In other respects he remains as be. 
fore. 1 now made him an out patient, and desired 
him to continue the pills till I sau him again 
22nd. He had no spitting when he left the hospital; 
| but, a salivation has since recurred: His front teeth 
are covered with tartar, and much injured by the 
acid: His gums are very painful; but not spongy 
as if he had used mercury, nor is his breath at all 
fetid. The other symptoms of disease remain stati- 
donary. Perstet in usu pilularum mic panis.— 
29th. I discovered a deep and foul ulcer in the lower 
part of his posterior fauees. He continues to spit 
very much. February the Sch. The ulcer has be- 
Gans ws eee een, I Cd to oe him 


again 
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larger ; but is very filthy in its aspect, and clearly ve- 
nereal: Some of the Spots on his face now appear to 
be well marked syphilitic eruptions: I conclude' that 

bis 0z2na is also venereal; especially as it has become 
much worse than before. Nothing would have justified 
my continuing the nzw seECIFIC after this decisive 


trial: Mercury was the only resource ; and it was 


well Thad T_T 


= 8 8th of February he bled a dram o 
mercurial bintment into his thighs, morning and even- 


ing. He repeated the same quantity on the 10th, 


12th, 1gth, and 14th; after which he used i it once a 


day till the 25th, — He was, by this time, materially 
relieved. The mercury having caused a copious 


discharge of galiva, and his gums being now tumefied, | 


he rubbed in only a dram every alternate evening. 
March the, gd. His throat is perfectly healed : 

His spots are all yanished : The ulcer. in his nose is 
much better ; But, the lachrymal sac has lately dis- 


tended and inflamed as it did before.—fth. The 
fixtula lachrymalis ruptured, and is -healing again 


25th. His nose, &c, quite well, The mercurial 


| ficrion was regularly comnyed, til he ach of 


April; 
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ad: at which time : he had employed RA Seventy 
s drams of the ointment. I now gave him five grains 
of the quicksilver pill, night and morning; and 
on the goth - made him an out patient. May the 
12th. He returned to me, and had more pills: 


They lasted bim till the thirty fret; when. be 


came to the hospital and returned thanks for his 
cure, saying he was as strong and hearty as ever.” 
I there were no other case on record beside this, who | 
could hesitate a moment in giving the preference to 
mercury? WHAT CAN BE MORE CONCLUSIVE ö Do. 
OA S E WL ohh 
PRICE PowsrLL, 35 years old, came to the 
Lock Hospital on the gth of November last; with 
an hard loose tumor in the prepuce, : as large as a nut; 
and venereal. eruptions all over his body, of one 
month's continuance. During the last four weeks he 
5 had taken no medicine.—-It is uniformly the practice 
for all our venereal patients to go once into the warm 
bath, before they commence the usual course of treat- 
ment: This man inadvertenily complied with the cus- 
tom, before he began the nitrous acid.—1 zth. He 
took the mixture containing two drams; and repeated 
| L ; oped day, in'the same n till che 4th of De- 
| N 
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cember being; when I n it to three 

drams. A fortnight after he had taken his medicine, 
grievous pains afflicted him in the night, and the spots 
became still more distinct; some fresh ones also 

came out at that time: But the litile swelling 

in the prepuce had lessened. More venereal erup- 
tions appeared in the first week of December. The 

acid: was continued, three drams daily, till the 1 8th : 


He suffered no inconvenience from it, except an un- 
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usual sensation of heat in the chest; nor was any 
effect produced on the mouth or salivary glands.-— 
Having taken 84 measured drams to no good pur- 
pose, I put him on a course of mercury without delay. 
— The eruptions: yielded after using only four drams 
of ointment ; they were greatly faded when he had 
employed eleven, and quite gone after rubbing in 
sixteen drams.— dismissed him on the 4th of 
F ebruary; having used sixty-six drams in all.— 


He bore the e e W 1 


been SE vm. 
Jou Bx Ax DON, 33 years of age, was ad- 
mitted November the 1 6th. The history of his case 
renders it doubtful whether it was venereal or not. 
Four years before, he had chancres : They got well, 


and 
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ny were | followed by: vhs ; 


| the lat four months; anime i 
ling came on one of his | 
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de nitrous acid. He took xl he 4b of 
8 5 reduced,ibut b 


nat entirely gone: The acid, at last, made him giddy 
aſier taking each dose; otherwise it produced no dis- 
agreeable effect. May the 7th. He returned to in- 


form me that his leg has been very painful, during the 


late cold winds and changeable weather : The node 


nne 3 
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Taos AtszY, 18 years of age, applied: to 
me November the 18th.—He contracted a venereal 
bubo twelve months before: It had disappeared when 
he came to the hospital; and was succeeded by à con- 


siderable number of pustular eruptions on his face 
and bosom, with ulcerating warts on the corona 


glandis. He employed the saturnine wash, and took 


the nitrous acid daily. His eruptions began to fade 


in one week ; but the warts got larger and more in- 
flamed.—goch. The spots were nearly vaniched-— 
8 av. Ho bas eee, of eruption 

remaining 
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remaining : "The verruce «till more kms. | 
4b I applied the lapis inferna to destroy them. 
18th. A fresh set of venereal blotches appear on 
bis arms. He spits a pint daily ; but has not any = 
oreness of the mouth, or welled gums. The acid 
was ordered to be 'encreased to three drams a day. 
29th.” He js still salivated: The spots are in e 
ame state: The warts have grown larger and co: 
vered the corona glandis. Omit the acid: He has 
taken ninety-two measured drams..---Seven drams of 
mercurial ointment cauged the spots to fade a little, 
and din minished the inflamed state of the warts. He 
had no . of disease remaining on the 16th of 
January ; and was gs Tiny ere 
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Rob EAT Bryras, aged 27, cola he Lues 

Venerea about the middle of July 1797. His fist 
and only symptom (he says) was an eruption: How- | 

ever that may be, he had no other venereal complaint 
vhen be applied to the hospital, December the 216.” 
be acid mixture was given: It agreed well, and —_ 
made the spots disappear considerably i in six days. 3 + 
January the and. He was all gung better ; bur: - 
| „„ . f f 
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pints of "watery, and put into av wooden vessel, to bathe 
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cloped, that AR without leave—This 1 
memoir vill strengthen the other proofs of the | 


: temporary good effect which may be sometimes pro: 
| duced by che nitrous acid. | 
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. Baazzs, 881 years old, was 1 into 
the hospital upon the 18t day of F ebruary | last. 
At this time he had ypbilitic eruptions all over his 
face and body. He had used no mercury ſor three 
months,—This, patient was of a. scrophulous con- 
stitution, and had large glandular swellings in his 
neck. I wished to see whether warm bathing and 
diaphoretic medicines would take away his erup- 
tions, without any other means : The bath was 
therefore, ordered twice a week, and fifteen grains 


of Dover's powder every night. He likewise took 


a pill (ex mica panis) as a placebo, every evening 
and morning. The spots began to fade in a week; 
and went off more, by slow degrees, till the xgth, of 


February: But, as they did not quite disappear, FR 


"a 


omitted the warm bath, Kc. and began Mr. W. 


Scotts new plan of THE NITROUS ABLUTION. 
—One ounce of the acid was mixed with eight 


. © K 
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an hour each time. — and. He told me the lotion 
was abgorbed very fast, and made his skin smart 
5 excessively. Half an ounce more of the acid 
was auperadded to the water. 26th. I ordered 

another half ounce to be added to the batb. He 

bore it even thus much acidulated, and thought his 

spots were rather more faded March the 1ſt. 

The patient informs me that the ablution always oc-: | 
casions considerable uneasiness, in the muscular 


parts of his feet, at the time of using it. The spots 


remain nearly stationary: The strumous swellings: 
are getting worse and suppurating.—5th. He 


| now has severe nocturnal pains in his shins; and the 
venereal eruptions are not altered in their appear-: 


- ance. The nitrous bath was regularly continued 


voice a day, for one hour. 8th. Finding no essen- 


tial advantage from this plan, I desired the pills and 


wash to be laid aside; and a dram of mercurial oint- 
ment to be rubbed in every night. In fifteen days 


the spots bad nearly. disappeared. The mercury 


was persisted in till the 18t day of May, when 1 


considered the patient as radically cured of his 
syphilis; but the scrophulus affection was not ma- 


| terially- amended.—1 gave him the nitrous drink” 
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during the last nine days: It agreed with him, and 
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Mar BEZZANr applied to me at OY Raaba 
Dicpesnary on the 14th of October 1797, on ac- 
count of an enlargement of the superior part of his 
tibia, which appeared about thirteen months before, 
and was soon followed by several creeping ulcers 


over the affected part. The painful state of this node, 


and the appearance of the ulcers, added to the long 


| continuance of his complaint, induced me to con- 


clude that it was a fit case for trying the comparative | 
merits of the new antivenereal medicine: But the ge- 

neral history the man gave of his case, was too con- 

ſused and incoherent to be worth recording.He 
began by taking a dram and a half of the nitrous 
acid, diluted and sweetened, while the sores were 
dressed with yellow basilicon. In a fortnight he was 
freed from his nocturnal pains ; but the size of the 
nodous tumor and the state of the ulcers were not 
altered. November the 8th. The acid was aug- 
mented to two drams, daily : He continued it regu- - 
+ the x 4th; * eturned the ylcers 


got 
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got more inſlamed and spread wider- The node at 
this time was not at all lessened. a ist. The symps 
griped his bowels, and the plan was henceforth changed. 
he sores were now dressed with ceratum lapidis 
| calaminaris, in which was mixed some red nitrated 
rene N grains of calomel were given bim . 
every night. Decer | 
ores were much better, He was nearly cured by 
the 2grd 3 and on the fourth day after, no vestige re- 
mained of the node, pains, or ulcers. He took the 
pills till the 4th of Nos to e his cure _ 
1 _ e EA e EET 
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4 Wrils, aged ws of a sanguineous 

| temperament, and apparently of a good constitution, ” 
applied to me at the Finsbury Dicpensary September 
| 2671 797 His complaints at this time were venereal 
ns upon his forehead and face, with an 
ozena. Twelve months ago he had a gonorrhea, | 
and chancres on. the membrum virile ; for which he 


took mercurial medicines, and thou gbt himself cured. 
But, six months aſter, | large blotches appeared in 


ae * of his body; ; which also went away 
* by 


. 
again, and began to ulcerate on his forehead 


: face ; after which, he likewise was troubled 1 


puriform discharge from his nostrils, attended with 


excoriation. It was in this stage of his disease he 
applied to the Dispen 
under the influence of mercury at chis period (Sep- 
tember 26.) 1 temporized a few weeks; to see if 
the disease was still 1 in progression, and to give it | 
the chance of forming more distinctly before I put 


5ary, As he seemed to be 


him under a course of the nitrous acid. October 


dhe 20th. He came and told me an ulcer had 
lately appeared i in his throat : On inspecting it, I 


found part of the soft palate and fauces to be 
Sloughing away: He also had a painful node on the 
upper part of his right tibia. I then was confident 
that my former suspicions, of his case being a con- 
firmed lues venerea, were too well founded; and 
lost no time in exhibiting the nitrous acid, which I 
had previously ordered from Apothecaries Hall. 
He immediately began with a dram and a half, dilu- 
ted in about 26 ounces of water and 4 ounces of 


simple syrup, which he took daily: He was likewise 


directed to take a grain of pure opium every night 


at bed time, -24th, | His throat gets 1 worse ; but. 
his 
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= bis and” other ; agus are n the. same. b 


The acid and opium were repeated as before. 
3 27th. He thought he felt better in all respects; 


but I could not perceive any amendment in his 


external s symptoms, nor in ihe fauces. Tube opium 
was omitted, and the acid continue . 


The ulcer in his throat began, to look. cleaner, and 


the pain in his node was removed. The acid, which 
had now made his mouth tender, was repeated in 


the same proportion as before. N ovember the Zrd. 


No alteration for the worse; and his throat getting 
more florid, as if it would begin soon to gra 
Ih. The symptoms were stationary: His 650 
was nend to two drams a day.— 10th. No 


alteration, either in the disease or the remedy ; ex- : 
cept that I directed two ounces of common. treacle to 
be used intead of the syrup. The acid mixture was 


ſound to be more palatable. when sweetened i in this 
' manner.-14th. A Swelling has appeared over the 
tendons upon the back of one hand, accompanied 
| with pain and immobility of that part: The ulcers 
in his throat are getting more foul and wide than 
they were: His node is again become painful of a 
night: In other respects he is nearly as before. 


The acid was still repeated i in the « same e quantity. TAR 
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OY The ulcerations on "his: face "he: fore- 
| head do not heal; but are dried on their oyrface, - 
without having any tendency to suppurate. The 


tibia is more painful; but not quite 80 much enlarged 


as it has been. The ulcers in the fauces and palate 
are not at all cleaner, -and are mahifestly wider, as 
- vel as deeper. The patient now began to take 
two drams and a half or three drams daily, as his 
| Stomach would bear it. He spits a considerable 
quantity every day.— 2 1st. The ulcers lock very 
ill on his face and forehead; those in his throat 
are spreading s0 fast as to threaten the loss of his 
uvula : 'The tibia is still very painful, and breaks 
his rest every night: The ozæna seems near) 
stationary; but if chere be any alteration, it is 
not for the better : His swelled hand is the same. 


---=This man having now taken the nitrous acid 


thirty-two days, i in as large a quantity as he could 


be persuaded to use it, and being wpon the "whole - 


| materially worse, 1 did not venture to urge it 


any further; but immediately directed him to rub 
into his thighs one dram of strong mercurial oint- 
ment (Pharm. Lond.) every night, and to dress his 
external sores with a cerate in which some red, 


5 nitrated mercury bad been mixed. Being in poor 
| | _cir- 
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” 
o 
* 


W. 
of 


— 4 


nces ere open 3 every 5 


5 he was an eee subject for a mercurial 


The ozæna scarcely troubles him, and his ulcera- 


ted throat has almost | healed over its whole extent, 
He employs a dram and a half of mercurial oint- 
ment every night, and begins to have his gums 
welled: The ptyaliom amounts to only half a 
pint in 24 hours; but he secretes a great deal of 
urine, and perspires very much every night. 
There can be no doubt chat mercury would have 
completed the cure; but he absconded, and 1 de 
not Know the final event of then,, X 
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einde Bussen a middle aged hed | 


woman, applied to the Disezn8ARY, on the 24th, 
of November last. Sbe had been aflicted with an 
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ou notwithstanding which, his sores became 
clean and began to suppurate, after the use of only 
a half an ounce of - ointment ; His tibia was also 
much easier. — December the and. The node 
had now nearly disappeared: No swelling was 
perceivable on his hand: The ulcers on his fore 
head and face were quite well: His throat and 
nose were like wise greatly amended. — Gch. 
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ulcer in the soft palate, eren or cet months ; ; 

during which time she had been treated by Dr. 
D VaLancin, and other medical men, with- 
out any success. From the appearance of the ul- 
cerated part I instantly concluded i it to be venereal, 
and my opinion was strengthened by its not having 


yielded to common medicines: But the history of 


this case was rather obscure, and the woman herself 

did not suspect her situation to be what 1 told her it 
was. I ordered her tvo drams of the nitrous acid, to 
be taken daily, diluted with water, and sweetened 
with common treacle. She continued it steadily 
till the 29th, but got considerably worse. This 

| being a case in which the patient was in danger of 

being mutilated, unless relief could be had im 

_ mediately, I left off the acid mixture; and pre- 
scribed two grains of calomel, with balf a grain of 
opium, to be taken every. night and morning. 
In three days the ulcer began to heal, and pro- 

mised fair for a very speedy cure: Sixteen days 
afterwards her throat was completely well. On 
the 27th of December, I a her, and desired her 

to continue the calomel as before. January the 
46th, 1798. She returned thanks for 19 


Du 1 ordered her- io take ; a dozen more * 1 
5 CASE | 


E 
| 
0 
1 
| 
3 
[ 
| 


— — 


. OTI 
0 


1538 WA -+ 


cHAP.\4-) wit the new Remedies” - 195 


1 


CA. E NM 
Many: Suiru, 2 middle aged married woman 
became my patient at the FIxs BURY DI8PENSARY; 
upon the 18th of December ult. She had an ul - 
ceration of the velum palati, and of the exterior 
parts of the alæ nasi, which 1 supposed were ve⸗ 
nereal: The former had been of twelve months, 
5 and the latter of four months, duration. But the 
history of her case was indistinet and unsatisfactory. 
he acid mixture was given her without delay, 
agrd. No alteration having yet-taken place, she 
encreased the quantity of the nitrous acid to three 
drams a day. January the 6th, 1798. The pa- 
late was healed over; but the ulcerated nose was 
manifestly worse. She till continued her medi. 
cite regularly ; ag: only used a saturnine lotion 
to the nose. — 10th. The alæ nasi were more 
swelled, inflamed, and ulcerating internally; but 
the mouth continued well. I believed it was the 
local action of the medicine which had healed the 
ulcer on her palate; and considered that, by longer 
delay, I should endanger the destruction of her 
nose: The mercurial ointment was therefore di- 
rected immediately, a dram to be rubbed into ber 
: thighs every night and morning, In ten days the 
„ „ 
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sores were gt They 0 to 5 by 
degrees, and were- apparently well on the 14 


omitted till the end of the month: I then dismissed 
ber from the Dispensaty.---As she has not re- 
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"Hankixr: Baovu, VER 21, was "nite as 

a patient into the Lock-Hospital, December the 

| grd, 1796, about two months after she bad con. 
tracted the venereal disease. Her original com- 
plaints were A gonorrhea and a bubo. When she 
came to me, the inguinal glands were considerably 
enlarged and indurated.— She passed through the 
7 usual course of mercurial inunction very gradually, 
5 and was dismissed apparently well, on the 19th 
of F ebruary. From the beginning to che end of 

her treatment, two or three pints of saliva were 

secreted every day; and the quantity of ointment 

che used in all was forty:two drains.—As she was 


2 This Proteus again Ae" its "ORR in the form 


of 


© 


of F ebruary: The mercurial friction was not 


afterwards received into the Lock Asylum, I had 


an opportunity of learning (to my great mortifica- 
tion) chat the Lues was not radically destroyed. 


eee, „ U bl. 5 . 
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of acaly. eruptions, After a Spd of ves weeks 
Ire. admitted her into the Hospital on the Sch of 
May, 1797. At this juncture, I had been trying : 
the” efficacy of Calomel ointment ; and, as I had 
found it to produce exactly the same good effects 
as the blue mercurial ointment X without being 80 : 
uncleanly) I resolved to use it in the present case. | 
A free salivation came on after anointing herself 
twice, (with half a dram each time, containing 
| fifteen grains of calomel); and when five drams of 
the ointment had been used, all her spots were 
” completely vanished: She then spat two | pints and 
a a half daily, and continued: to secrete nearly as | 
much till the end of her process,—Forty-four 
drams of ointment (containing half its weight of | 


calome]) were rubbed in by the \ 2ist of July; | - 


at which time. «© thought sbe was Secured from any 
relapse.— A singular complaint occurred while 
the mercurial process was conducting : A tumor 
formed under her tongue, containing a viscid, ge- 
latinous, and transparent substance, much re- 

sembling the white of an egg, ) included in a mem- | 


branous cyst. 1 made a small puncture into the 
part with my lancet, and evacuated about four large : 
epoonaful of the jelly. It tcolecied againthree times, 
In 
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» 


In this and several other instances, I have 
been rather minute in detailing the pro TY 
of the venereal disease, previous to my em. 
ploying the acid: The reader; 'I hope, will 

not think me tedious ; nor consider bis time lost, 
in 1 to the whole of the circumstances con- 
nected with each ie eee 


2 


; Harriet Brown, was re. admitted into the 
Asylum. — On the 20th of September following, 
I was unfortunately informed of a third Telapse! 4 
| She was at this ume almost covered vith crup- 
tions, had nocturnal pains in the upper part of her 
Tight ulna, and was become dull of hearing. An 
excellent opportunity now offered for my trying 
the comparative effects of the nitrous acid: I im- 
mediately ordered to drams to be taken daily.— 
Aker five weeks regular trial of this medicine, her 
spots were removed, except a few on her face and 
wrists. Each dose of the nitrous mixture produced 
a remarkable coldness within her body, and a 
tingling upon the skin ; it likewise quickened her 
appetite ex tremely. She thrice used the hot bath, 
without my knowledge —October the goth. Only 
a few nnn, were remaining upon the upper 
lip. 
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lip. The Weber was still elbe without! inter- 


mission. November the gth. Neither the pains | 
nor the deafness have hitherto got any better. 15 


desired a grain of opium to be given her every 
night. 16th. Her nocturnal pains have been 
alleviated by the opium, but are as bad as ever in 


the day. time : Many fresh eruptions are appearing 


upon her arms, and those on her lips have be- 
come reddened again: The deafness is not at all 
relieved, but rather worse.—20th. She is in no re- 
spect better. The acid occasions a nausea ; but, 


it is to be continued in the same proportion.— 
23rd. The pain in her ulna still distresses her: 
She is likewise attacked with pains in her sbins 


and knees, which keep ber awake every night: 
More eruptions also appear on her arms and face. 
-—Deeming it useless to persist in the acid any 


longer, I now directed the fourth part of a grain 


of muriated mercury to be taken in a pill night and 
morning. — 27th. The eruptions have become 
more vivid on her face. Take one pill three times 


a day December the 4th. She spits a pine 


and a half daily; her gums -are tender; her spots 


are much better; but a severe griping in her 
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bowels obliged me to lessen the quantity of che cor- 
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rosive sublimate: | 1 likewise , ordered her to use | 
ide warm bath twice a week.—10th.. The spots are : 
- all nearly gone oft, even upon her lip. Continue 5 

the pill twice a day.—218t. The ealivation has 
= encreased to a quart in the 24 hours. Jai auar) | 
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the Ath. In all respects well, except her bowels, 
Sh. I exchanged her medicine for the. Pil: | 


| Hydrarg: Pharm: Lond: of which abe is to take 


five grains thrice a day. Omit the bath —14th. | 
Two. pills are hereafter. to be taken night and 


morning. 5th. The salivation has been kept 
up thus long, in he quantity of two pints daily. 
Leave off the pills. Above four months have 


elapsed since chis period: She remained perfectly well 
a few days ago, when I called at the n to. 


25 enquire after her. 


This is an instructive case on several accounts: 5 
While it proves. the difficulty of rooting. out the 
venereal disease in some peculiar ' constitutions, 


(even by diversified courses of mercury) ĩt likewise 


| demonstrates che total insufficiency of the nitrous 


acid. 
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JOASE. XVII. 


2 — e in the FREY year of 


hb 85 tontracted the Lues Venerea in July 1797- 
Four months after this, she became my patient; 


at which time she had ulcerations on the alæ nasi and 
on one shoulder.—1 ordered her the nitrous potion: 

It agreed very well, and afforded her a little relief by 
the 2nd of November.— Nothing remarkable oc- 


curred during this Stage of her treatment : : She went | 


on gradually mending till the 1 Eih, when the ulcera- 
tions on her shoulder and nose were almost healed: 
They. had been dressed with imple white cerate.— 
Four days afterwards, while the sores were still dimi. 5 


nishing on the external parts of the ala nas, they 


spread inwards and ulcerated the nostrils : N octurnal 
pains in the Ubiæ, at the same time disturbed her 
night's rest ; ; but the choulder had now quite healed. — 

27th. The pains in her Shins are extremely torment- 
ing: The nose gets worse internally; and an 


opthalmia has affected her eyes. — goth. Jo addi | 


tion to the other aggravations of her disorder, ve- 


nereal blotches have broken out upon her face and 


bosom.—Experience now suggested the necessity of 
a different plan : The acid was relinquished, and mer- 
curial friction adopted. December the Gth. All 
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her venereal eymptoints were mg away molly — 
14th. Perfectly well ag. She” lope 
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| Exxaxon Robzxrson, 22 years of age, \ was ad- 


mitted as a patient at the Lock, on the 26th of Oc- 


tober last. Twelve months previous to this period, 


he borne infected with the disease. At the time 
of her admission che bd ulcers within the labia ! 


largement of the left tibia.—1 ordered 4 id i in- 
jection, a simple application to the ulcerated part, 
and the nitrous acid mixture. A first she was made 


dick by the acid; but, by taking taller doses at a 


time, it afterwards agreed with her stomach, and Was 
continued with regularity. November che and. 
Her pains were re alleviated. —-1gth. The node was 
greatly diminished. Thiree days after, the nocturnal 
pains had quite left het —a ged. "The tumor is now 


stationary. The gorofrhæ has obly just began to 
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"May the, 218. | I, called ypon her, to enquire 


whether She remained well. The Matron informed 
me that d che | had 2 F957 her away (the 2 45th, of April) 


on account 9 9 her being pregnant. One of the 
young women, 85 formerly lepti in the me apart | 
ment with Robertson, told me « She used to haye 
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& restless might, | from violent, pain. he felt | in wh wel. 
64 ling uppn her shin as large as 2 waltnit. This 


l ee my * (EP | 


testimon ony, coming f from a person who could | have no 
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temptation to deceive me, and who did not! know the 
object of my enquiry, . must. be admitted as A proof | 
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under the Alte of mercury on * bs of No- 
vember 1797, when che Xa applied to me for relief 
at the Hospital. At this time she likew vise had severe 

pains in her knees, and one of them was 80 inflexible 

that she walked with great difficulty—As. che had 
been treated by several Practitioners for the Lues 
| Venerea, and would probably have fallen into the 
; hands of ignorant persons if I had rejected her, he 
. was admitted. Similar equivocal cases are very fre- 
3 quently sent to the Lock: : In peculiarly distrexing 
instances, where patients would be likely to suffer 
from mismanagement, they are taken in, although 


not evidently venereal. gave her the acid mixture, 
f with a common gargle: She was unable to bear 
more chan half the usual quantity upon her stomach, | 
as it had occasioned a violent corroding sensation. 
November the acth. Her pulse was very fre- 
| quent; he had been delirious several times since I 
last saw her; and is now incapable of keeping the 
| medicines upon her stomach any longer. Her sore 
throat, however, i is perfectly well ; but she spits three 
pints in 24 ; houts : The knees have been ee, 
relieved, by wing. che warm bath. pre 
perurian bark, and made her an out patient: Burs ne 
never x called. * e any more. 


CASE 


: 0 
Fa 


Sena e 18 years 1 age, Was ad. 
; mitted. November the gh, for large venereal ulcers 
on her arms and thighs, a scabby excrescence full an 


inch long upon the left ala nas, and the vestiges of 
numerous eruptions on different paris of her body. 
| She had formerly taken mercury with advantage at 
; the Western Dispensary — simple ointment Was 
5 applied to che sores; nothing was done to the excre- 
scence on the nose; and the nitrous acid was admi- 


ad in the proportion of two drams to a quart of 5 
water. November the 20th. The acid medicine im- 


proves her appetite, and gives her strength; but she 


cannot sleep, and the scab elongates daily.—2 7th. ; 


Her face has broken out with distinct syphilitie spots; 


the excrescence gets still larger in its dimensions; nd | 


the ulcerations are no be ter. I ther 
the use > of mercury, and omitte the! aci 
ee abr e dunn bs not yet altere. 5 


The eruptions disappear, and the scabby excrescence : 


upon her nose gets loose. th. The scab has fallen 
off. Ste tells me the ointment is absorbed with the 
test Her een but —_ affected 
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Teal eee, i Pant 1 
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very e 9 nose is 8 healed, _ 
he, other complaints haye got. vell—January the 
-318t- | As her mouth was not properly affected th. 
mercurial inunction has been continued till this day. 
She then was pe mitted t to go. into the Alum — 
Though eighty. Six drams of the ointment were em- 
ployed; 2 painful SUPPUT: tin Ng l 
leſt tibia, and three very large scabby Hobbes on * 
head, in 80 hort a time as one month afierwards— 
May the 18t. 1 re commenced a mercurial course: 
ht prope r to Lope, alter rubbing i in only 
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had recourse to Rae" the itltrviis mixture Was 
directed, and she attempted to take it; but it gave 
her such extreme pain i in passing down the throat, that 
che could not possibly drink it. — The oxygenated 


| muriate of potash was next tried; with no better suc- 


| ces; 3 for she was unable to swallow a single doge.— 


I then conitmeniced a course of mercurial inunction, 


and removed all the ymptoms' with facility. She was 
greatly debilitated by the necessary treatment; and 
I again 3 
well: But it purged and vomited her 50 violentiy, that 
I was obliged to discontinue its use in four / 
| Here then was a case in which, if we had not had any 
resource beside the nitrous acid and the other new 
emedies, the patient must infallibly have perished. 
This is not the only instance of che kind 1 have met 
ede But it would be tedious to detail all the cases in 
e new plan of treatment was begun and im- 


venienses it Seca ioned. Fa e 
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An Head 21 53 3 of age, a £ 
gonorrhea during the latter end of October 1797 - 


SLE 6:44 


ſi vas Succeeded by tumors in the groin, eruptions, - 


ulcerated 
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= viewed  tonsils, ar and a an a obstinate hoarseness.—She 


applied to the hospital December the "5th, and was 


desired to use the he acid « drink: It disagr 
on the 237d, and could not be made to « continue on 
ber stomach by all the means 1 employed. —She 
omitted this medicine « on the 2 5th ; at which time no 


amendment was pro duce in the venereal complaints. 


Four drams of mercurial ointment caused the 


eruptions to fade, and the throat to heal over: Twenty 
drams relieved the eee ee He: firs 0 of 
5 March, I dismissed br cured. 


= CASE. xxXII. 
. Catuiann, a Hed woman, in hs — 
veel her age, was admitted into the Lock Hos- 
pital, September the 29th, 1797. She told me that 
she had borne fifteen children; that her husband was 


a regular and faithful man, in good health; and that 
she had caught the disease of a child which died at two 


months old. She said this child was known by Mr. 
Mackinder, (a Surgeon in Edgeware Road,) to 
have been covered with venereal sores; that she 
nursed it, and used to dress the ulcers daily: She 
was not careful to keep her lingers from being soiled 
vith the matter ; ; in N of which three of 

her 


ka 3 
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tan; Fingers . on one {Ry 4 two on 5 other, i 
became inſlamed and suppurated as if she had 
whitloes. K month afterwards, her arms, . f 
then . her. body, broke out in blotches: At this 
the, he shewed berself to Mr. F a 
1 .gentleman; but took nothing for her 
disse, In another month she applied to me, 
and had the venereal spots upon her, which Mr. 
ANDREWS had. scen,—Although the particulars 
of this account are rather extraordinary, they were 
$0 well connected and told that I thought them 
worth repeating. —She used the hot bath three 
times. previous to. her taking the nitrous acid. 
| October the Sth. Just before 1 prescribed the 
acid, 1 discovered ulcerations coming on the 
velum palati, She was ordered to take two drams | 
daily och. 1 t occasioned violent pain and sick 
ness at every dose: Eight ounces of syrup were 
added to a quart of the diluted acid.--—-12th. Her 
medicine agrees very well, and the spots are a 
little ſaded.—1 7th. The ulcerations on her pa- | 
late have healed. Repeat the acid as /before.— 
25th. Her pots are going off rapidly. Novem- 
ber the and. Still getting better. Encrease _ | 
daily quantity of acid to chree drams,=—gth, 
| „ me. 
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it having purged and vomited her late} $2 
made her an out patient, as she mg to return | 


to her family, and promised to continue che me- 


dicine. Scarce any eruptions were perceivable at 


present. i th. She informed” me that 3 had 


every night been attacked wii ith severe p 


her shin bones: Her ue $ were ala Sire appear- | 


ing. I ordered an opiate pill at bed time, and the 


acid to be continued as before—--2grd. The noc- | 
turnal pains have encreased; the old spots have 


become more manifest; fresh ones are breaking 


out upon her bosom, and upon dhe - nape of ber 
neck. She protests that the ag ide mixture 1 * been 


7x again 
took her into the Hospital, and A a = of 


mercurial ointment to be used every night; but 


roflixcontinue the acid: A warm bath was also 


recommended twice a week. —28th.. On using 


hs the bath che shed two of her toe nails, as che for- 


merly did chose of her fingers. —After nine days 
mordy taped 8 were getting beiter: In 
were n gone. — January che 18t. 
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| She withed now to be made an out patient: 1 
granted her request, and compleated her cure by 
giving the mercurial pills of the London Phar. 
| macopceia. 35  LDs 


With: a view to ascertain how far the cingular 


historß given by this woman was true, I wrote ö 


to Mr. Macxinves, requesting he would inform 
me what he knew of the circumstances above- 
menen He gave me the following answer. 


bras ou. - : 


N i EE on the sixth of DEER 1797, I was 


sent for to See the child which was nursed by Mus. : 
Garizand. To the best of my recollection, it was 


universally covered with venereal ulcerations; all 
its nails were lost, and its eyes were particularly 
bad. I ordered it six Pt each of which 
contained half a grain of calomel ; and a lotion for 


the eyes: One powder was to be taken night and 
morning. On the 9th: I repeated the powders, 


and desired Mrs. G to Tet the child's parents 
. know that it was in great danger: The next night 
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uneasi ness in | the extremities of bes fingers, and 
| general i irritation.” © ordered her an opening mix- 5 


5 ture, and intended to have sent her some mercurial 


: medicines ; ; but she suddenly left the neighbour- 


hooks: and I have not Seen her J 


Wo am, | dear Sir, 


. 
4 


1 . Your's respectfully, 
June the 6th, 3 
we eee ee e Ackid DER. 
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Maxy Svuonbs, aged 34, was admitted into 
the Lock on the 28th of April last. She had 
had the venereal disease twelve months: Her pre- 


sent complaints were, an aperture and sloughing in 
the posterior and lateral part of the roof of ber 


mouth, an ulcersted ala nasi, a small sore upon 
the left Shoulder, with a caries of the processus 
acromion scapulæ, and nocturnal pains in her 


limbs. —1 have before suggested (page 156, case 


xvii that Mr. SxArom, of Westminster, sent me 


some nitric acid very carefully prepared, and that 
he requesied me to make trial of it in a few ve- 


nereal cases: This is another of the patients to 


; whom I administered Mr. SEATON" O acid, —April 
the 


Fd 


ener. 4 : with te new v Remedies. mm 


3 833 


e e tives e e e ala with 
wo pints of water, without any syrup, and directed 


to be drank every day: But it made · her 30 very 


sick, and produced so distressing an heart-burn, 


that she omitted it on the second day.— goth. To 
a quart of water was added one dram of the nitric 
acid, and forty drops of the tincture ofopium : This 
quantity was hereafter drank- daily, and agreed 
pretty well with her stomach. May the zrd. The 
ulcer on her nose extends itself lower, and gets 
deeper: It was dressed with white cerate.— Ich. 
The palate is rather worse; but the shoulder re- 


mains unaltered: Her secretion of urine has en- 


ereased lately. I now ordered, in conjunction with 


the internal remedy, the nitrous Ac 1D BATH ; con- 
sisting of six pints of water, and one measured 
ounce of the acid, to be used an hour night and 
morning, after the manner directed by Mr. Scorr. 
| —10th. She feels a very cold unpleasant sensa- 
tion all over her, and a bearing down of the womb, 
every time the bath is used: The venereal ulcers 
are stationary. Half an ounce more of the nitrous 
acid was superadded to the bath.-—-1gth. Besides 
the cold sensation and bea ring down, before-men- 
_—_— she now „ of sickness after each 
dose : 
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Her strengih and appetite likewise fail daily. The 
internal use of the acid was ordered to be discon- | 
tinued fora ſew days; but it was to be employed 

externally ; Porter and broth. diet were likewise 

allowed; and a decoction of peruvian bark, with | 


the tincture, was prescribed to be.taken three times 


vered on the right clavicle; it is very tender to the 
touch, and breaks her rest in the night: The 


ulcer in the palate is a little extended; but that on 
her nose has decreased considerably: Her shoul- 


der remains in the same state as before. She has 
been regular in using the acid bath; and says, it | 
 8till occasions the bearing down, the bloody «tools, 


and the cold sensation. The appearance of a node 
was considered as an unequivocal proof chat the 
Lues was in a state of progression, and that the acid 
was totally | 


served a spitting, I enquired how long it had been; 
and was told, « he has daily spit a pint ever since 
she has been in che Hospital.“ Last night she 


rubbed i in a dram of mercurial ointment ; and was 
| desired to continue it every mighty as well as to 


use 


U— — — — — 
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USE —22nd. This day the bath 
was employed fer the last time: Having: now ob- 
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jigation of cinnabar twice a day. — 
Tbe nose is nearly healed: The cold feeling and 
bloody evacuations have left her ; but the bearing 
down of the uterus is not yet well.—agth. Her 
nose is quite ; cicatrized ; the clavicle not at all 
painful, and very little swelled; the: ulcerated | 

palate looks cleaner, and has begun to granulate. 
June 7th. 'She till gets better in all respects, - 
especially in her mouth; and I have no doubt of 

her "g's on proper _ hereafter. 


The . Ju 4 Toruzn, ea 153, 3 
in which Mr. Seaton's nitric acid was administered, 

has been printed off several days: It was then 
_m— and I expressed apprel 


8 This day (June the sevenih.) I have 
an opportunity of verifying my prediction: For 
the patient has painfut swellings on the joints of 
his fingers; he is likewise prinkled with venereal 


bovever carefully prepared, is therefore no more 
to be depended” on for curing the syphilis, than 


eruptions upon his face and arms! The nitric acid, 5 
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© A s E xxv. 1 

ELIZ AB ETR Tounzn, 20 years old, was ry 
' mitted April the 28th. She contracted the Lues 
Venerea six months before: Her first symptom was 
a gonorrhea, which was. succeeded by a bubo; . 
afterwards eruptions appeared about her body. | 
For this complaint she underwent a mercurial 
course, at Guy's Hosp IT AL, under the care of 
Mr. Cooper: But, in the sixth week after her dis- 
cCharge, the eruptions returned. ; In this state she 
applied to me.—I gave ber a dram and a half of 
| the nitric acid, prepared by Mr. SEATON: diluted 
with two pints of water, and without any syrup. 
It occasioned pains in her stomach at firs; but, by 
adding some tincture of opium to che drink, and 
giving a grain of opium at night, she was enabled | 
to continue its use with regularity.— March the 7th. 
Two drams of the acid were taken daily, from this 
time.— 10th. The spots are going off, but the 
gonorrhæa has greatly encreased. Patients with 
a gonorrhæa have i in general employed a vitriolic 


injection; but this woman did not USE any thing 
mr 
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in her head went bf, and the 
mercurial inunction.—N ine 
dispersed the eruptions. . She is now continuing he 
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| marine 3 * —_ gravity i is 1-40 . ns 
oxydated, or freed from its superabundant — 
dixtllation from manganese ; and therefore has all 
the qualities requisite for accurate experiments. 1 
think 1 would be adviseable to give i e on 
pO 7 that it is taken before 


The 1 dee a a Fe Une >, an 
he unfortunately has a relation i in a deplorable state. 
If you can take her ner gue ne, in the Lock 

8 Hospital, you will Fore. much oblige, . 
ſe . de eee 


James e 


uu. 265 1 7 98. 


Cas 11 5 XXVI. 2 


| ogy Warane aged 24, bean my. patient 
at the Hospital, March the 2 grd.— Three years ago 
be contracted a gonorrhæa and phymosis, which got 
well, on taking mercury; but, a few months after, 
| his tibiae swelled i in their centre, and have continued 
wee tl nearly the present time, The node 
p Pure Sheng 


ta far trial in mild as 5 


** 


ens. 4 | with te new Rane. 5 219 


1 2 . * r bigs e eee 4 
—— ͤ—ͤ— 


re vas dei eee . 
other was not larger than a goose's egg; 1 
| them were Sms at be 57 705 


* ere e bang di- 
med with a quart of water, to be taken daily.” It 


a agreed perfectly well.—No- ar it took 
place i in the oymptoms until April the 5th, een his 


pains had become easier. 1 now applied blisters to 
each of the nodes, which reduced their size con- 
dane blisters: They again reduced the nodous 


swellings. - The pain in them is very rifling—27th. 
| The nodes have lessened more and more: They are 


at present quite easy. continued the acid till the 


Ith of May; at which time he informed me of his 
having been previoi wly treated in a similar manner, : 
at the Plymouth Hospital. His accoum was, that he 5 
had been admitted there in the beginning of Decem- 
ber last ; and that he was dixcharged, as an invalid 
unfit for service, « * ofeer r a sour hedicine For. 


4 to months,” £ 
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and both of 
d to two drams on the” avg March, 
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That pom mar eee in re been 
| totally removed. by the acid, was evident ; Mut, ho! 
long the patient. would ontinue well, Was very. un 
X certain. -I Judged, partly from my late experience, 
and partly from the man's account, that his relief 
would probably be only temporary: I therefore did 
not chuse to dismiss him witho nan, 
course of mercury, to procure him 9 «relief, : 
n the same ene . 1 deviped 
a dram of mereurial ointment to be rubbed in. His 
gums began to be affected very speedily: When he 
had used only fifteen drams, (one each night,) his | 
wouth and bowels were so extremely bad, that I was 
obliged to desist from the friction entixcly,—Afier 
waiting till this day (June the 7th) I found him in a 
fit state to begin taking the fourth part of a grain of 
wuriated mercury night and morning. His nodes 
Were now still more leaned ; and indeed, one of 
them had entirely disappeared : His pains also bad 
quite leſt him. The ptyaliam neee | 
about one eee 


Sgcriox 


Sxerion the Third. Eleven wink with the oxygenated | 
muriate of bal, in advanced Stages F1 the Tus 
 Venerea. | 


 Hirnzaro. 45 ns afforded but nude cause "of 
congraulaion Forty-nine trials with the acid, and 
N one with the kali, have been detailed ; wherein my 
| SUCCESS has been very small indeed. The oxygenated 
muriate of hali, however, i is recommended as far su· 
perior to the acids: The reader may therefore ex- 
peet, that the following eleven cases in which this re- 
medy was fairly. exhibited, will prove mare satisfac- 
tory than the preceding Let us now appeal to 
simple matters of fact. Non fingendum, aut EX- 
0 cogitandum, ved inveniendum, quid natura ferat 
« en —Bacon, - 


7 "CASE ,.L. 


Mili 8 20 years of as. as 2 
gonorrhea in July, 7975 h was succeeded by 
al glands. Aſter he was 
blotchas broke out in va - 

us parts of, his PUR and. bach „aer wich ul⸗ 


#5 


Mn. CoxwsiL near Temple Ber. 1 Sup] | 


| obnoxious to his feelings on the 6th. of Novem 
: that he then discontinued taking them. Ar thistims 
he had swallowed as many pills as contained nit 


Wor 1 


e eee 
wa t : — 


1. — 


eee appli to me, | 
at the Lock Hospital, October the 12th. He vas 5 
in other 1 respects a very bad subject, being hectical . 
and emaciated to the last degree.— Having deter: 
mined to give the oxygenated m muriate : of er a 
trial in this case, 1 desir | 


FI WE : £5 
* 3 . 8 * * 4 
e v 
* 4 ; * 
1 5 4 
* 5 1 x 


was sent to have been of the best quality, as Mr. we : 


well assured Mr. Dixon it « might be depended on.” | 


—October the 17th. Five grains of the potach were 
made into a pill, wich conserve of roses, and taken 
twice the first day: It was directed to be ene eased to 


three pills the day following, four the next day, and one 


v.53 WH 4-5, 


more every succ day—He continued to aug 


ment the daily proportion, until he arrived at fourteen 


pills, (seventy grains,) when he could not bear them 
any longer, without the greatest difficulty : The) 
occasioned a violent pain in his stomach, bowels, and 
head, on the -27th of October; and were 80 vay 


drams and two seruples of the potash...—-By an over. 
tight it happened, that his ulcerated blotches and in 
crustations had | Deen dressed with a cerate in which | 
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alone blu Se the 0 
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sores were een: but others had 


valine; . e ee were 06 Faun 


| appearance; 0] min 


| cake ip on de a of Vote, 3 a caliva on 


ensued, amounting; to a pint and a half or tw 
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recovery He fumi 


ints in twenty ſour hours; his gums became A little 


C MH appetite cntircly failed him ; and he had 


at last, a white tongue, frequent and soft pulse, with 
extreme prostration of strength.—-Nothing short of 


death could now. be looked for, as a relief to the 


aer of this wretched object —1 put him on a 

curial course, with hardly a ray of hope of his 
ated his throat twice a day with 
cinnabar, and rubbed i in the ointment by slow de- 
be- Nen signs of e in six days ; : 


tions were healing rapidly, his anna and 
he slept better.---Soon afterwards his throat got 
cleaner and began to heal: On the goth of No- 


vember 5 sat up part of the day, and found him- 


ingly recovered.— But, unhappily, a bad 


: aachen came a, which reduced him to his former 
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Wes Crank, 


th of January, He had a 


* 


mY this tend following ala; 2; employed ; 
oryge zh, (procured as 


ated muriate of 
Mr. Serbe, of Cannon- Street,) which 


Rollo eee eee eee 


January. as Ech, 1 3 uus eiche of the 
pere, made into two pills with wheat flour and 
mucilage of gum arabic. The dose was augmented 
five grains every day. Eleven pills were taken on 
the 11th. of this month; at which time the patients 


tongue was very white, this pulse 84 in a minute, 
and his perspiration considerable. 4th. The 
medicine had occasioned a salivation of three quar- 


ters of a pint each day, and enereased the fre- 
—_— pulse to 96: The nocturnal pains 
ere also alleviated.—1 geh. The salivaticn was 
cakes to twice as much as before, his gums 
were a little swelled and reddened, but his nodes 
were not at all diminished ; he likewise perspired 
N and had Aa quick pulse.— aand. The 
1 1 5 9 number 


—— — . — 


— —— — 


2— 
ae re 


< *w g 
Ao tg on? 2 . 4 4 Y C 2 
a — — hai ion 99 — æ—¶—ê— P x] Got, wo MA e * — 
© * . - : 7 > Fe 5 x - 
— — 5 —— ey” a 93 
IR 9 DS 7 NON: K 22 — 
. bo Rn 2a) 5 — = 1 
8 5 p 8 


* 


e n 
n P Wee 
8 4 N 2 > "4 £4 ee RI = 2” on 1 I Sed, & 5 


* 3 * 
r 


223 oo 
2 — 2 
22 ol "at... 
«a MR 


— 


$1 
4 
10 


226 The Author's Experiecs— [rom a. 


web. — * * 


abc, + pills be. aink this day. Was mp pe. 
The symptoms vere much the same; except, tha 
his tongue was more furred, and his stomach felt 
very hot after taking the medicine.—2 5th, Violent 
nocturnal pains. have attacked his other tibia, and 
he has lately had. a deafness and noise in his cars — 
29th. The pains; have got worse: The node is 
not smaller; He has every night a very copious 
flow of saliva.— February the . The pills, of 
which he now takes 29, occasion great pain and 
beat in his bowels, as well as a scalding in his 
urine, —zth, | His venereal BY mptoms | are . in no 
respect beiter than hen he came into the hospital. 
The quantity of potash is now encreased to one 
hundred and sixiy:;five grains @ day 8th, He 
| has very bad pains in his lee shin, and the two 
nodes are not in the least reduced. I ordered him 
to rub in mercurial ointment and omit ihe pills. 
S —19th, The large node is much lessened and per- 
 fecily free from pain; that upon the ulna is quite 
well. a and. His tongue still remains very white, 
and his pulse beats 1081 in a minute. He has not 
been able to rub in this week past ; the salivation 
had suddenly encreased 10. is pints. in 24 hours, 
and his gums are exceedingly swelled.—-March 

| eee ee 
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as: 5 His Nea tongue, ad In are the 
5 same; but che spitting is reduced to three” pints A 
mare this I xo him no more : He une x 


| B N 8 "A 
bruvis ere, in che £48 year of win 
age, became a patient at the. Lork Hospital, on 


the 18h of. January, four months after having 
been infected with the venereal disease. He never 
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took any thing for his complaints ; which at Thos 
| time were, a suppurating bubo in each groin, 
with chancres and syphilitic eruptions wad directed 
thirty grains of oxygenated | muriate of kali 
(in six pills) the first day, gradually "encreaing 
it ab in the foregoing case: A eaustie was also a ap- 
plied t to the inguinal abscesses, and a imple dres- 
sing to che chancres.— His medicine agreed with 


him till the 18t of February, when it produced a _ 
5ense of heat and eight in the stomach and bowels: CE ih 
but it was nevertheless continued with regularity; = = 
only, that 1 ordered- it to be given in a different” 1 
form. Instead of pills, he was desired to take 
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thirty grains, disolved in some water, four.times's | 
day; FAR to encrease ten or fiſicen- grains every 
8 VVV future 
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| future e The . potash, 7 
as I last prescribed it, gives no pain in the $to- "= 

mach, and agrees very well, His urine. is en. 

ereased in quantity; his pulse feeble, nd beats 418 
in a minute; his tongue greatly furred, and whitish 
on its surface..—12th. ' Fres eruptions are broken 
out upon his face! The medicine was yesterday, 
and the tuo preceding days eneressed 10 the | 
quantity of one hundred and Staty grains: He had 
taken two doses to day (forty grains each) bete 
1 him; but was now desired to omit the medi- 
cine as I believed it to he uscless.—1n the whole 


be took ons HUNDRED AND. SEVENTY-THREE 


DRAMS THIRTY-FIVE eras. — A omple 
cure was performed, by the grd. of May, in the 
usual manner; thirty calomel pills and sixty drams | 
of mercurial Lon . TIE been employed. 


; i 
Gios MILLER, 3 19, was 1 
under my care, on the 18th of January, with 
venereal eruptions of one month' s duration. He 
began with six pills of potash and mucilage the 
first day, and augmented the quantity by de- 


| ones: tl he took Sixteen in a the day; afier which . 
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5 


ared on acts: 0 eruptions on 
his face: He complains of violent heat and op- 
pression in his *tomach, which prevent his. er 
— February the ist. He has a ve! 


head are so much worse, that he has only taken 
sixty grains to day: Vesterday, be took one hun ndred 


and fifty. Some of the venereal spots look. more 
dull than they did; but fresh ones still continue 
to make their appearance, and the nocturnal pains 


are excegively 8evere.—gth. _ I ordered equal 
parts of the potash and hog's lard, to be. mixed to- 
gelber; and two drams of this compositi n to be 


r 


rubbed into his thighs every night and morning. 


Sch. Fresh t 
are no better ; the ointment. 'EXCORIATED. HIS 


SKIN very much : He says the oily part is ab- 


zorbed, but the calt always dries upon his skin and | 


falls off —It appearing to be frivolous to con- 


tinue the farther use of the oxygenated muriate 


of . 5 ordered mercurial frietions. The 


eruptions 


and pains. in his joints every n e The 
powder makes him giddy ; and bis bowels and 


ots come out on his face ; ; his pains 5 
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Dani Toanzy, ed” 38, ata 6 to me on 
the 18th of January, with a deep and extensive 
ulceration of the glans penis, and large venercal | 

ulcers upon his right leg. He told we he became 
infected fifteen months before, and had never used 
mercury for this disease. "Thi he sores were by wis- 
take, dressed at first with th . red nitrated mercu- 


rial cerate; his leg was only poulticed with linseed | 
meal and boiling water. He took the same sort of 


pills as the other pe 3 and \peraixted | in them 
till he had arrived at nineteen in a day, containing 
ninety-five grains of the oxygenated muriate of 
potach, — They were omitted on the 5th of Febru- 
ary; at which time the chancres were nearly well, 
and. his ulcerated leg much better: i But, bon 


2 80 a 3 appeared on the right shoulder, ; 
. | ; f 1 8 | 
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5 which | into an ance a Gals proyed 
| to be a true venereal. store, like thoge upon 
his leg, — — This ulcer, however, healed under 
der the application of a commom digestive pints. 

: ment; ;- as likewise did all the other sores. Being 
druck with the singularity of these circumstances, 
: I-was induced to give the patient pilulz. ex. mica 
panis, night and morning, till I could see the issue 
ol the case. Toward the latter end of March a 

sarcocele appeared; 5 fortnight afterwards the 

sore broke out again on bis shoulder; ; a venereal 

| incrustation came upon the head; an ulcer ensued 

in the posterior fauces, as large as a shilling; and, 
no doubt could remain of the ypbilis being in a 


tate 'of progression—April the 12th. He com- 


menced a course off mercurial friction. The 
symptoms yielded speedily, and were all cured 
by the time fifty-one drams of ointment were used. 
Ae is still in the Hospital, and will probably be 


ror peat about the mig of 1 


e e, eee e 
| Foryun Buck, aged 33, Was made a patient 


at the Lock, on the 4th. of January. The symp- 
toms under which she then laboured were a pain. 


ful node upon the inferior | Fart of ' the right tibia, 
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| aid Oz2na. - abe 8 me, 1 her fir I 


ny two years before, was a discharge fr 


At this was. succeeded_. by the. node 
about five months afterwards; | that che had. "= 
other intervening. complaint Whatever; and that | 
not become affected, ti 
five or six weeks, previous t to her admission into the 


her mouth and nose. die 


Hospital: Sbe also aid that her busband had been 


diseased two years, and was at that time (January, 


185 1797). under the care of a medical . ©. 


were given, in the form of pills The patient aug 
mented che daily quantity by degrees, till the 2gth ; 


when she took twenty. eight pills, containing an lun 
dred and | forty grains of potash —They occasioned a | 


| confusedness of intellect, x her head, 


bd » 
$ . v4 
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e) In several of the histories contained in this Essay, 
1 have entered more minutely into the detail and order 
of the symptoms, than may seem to have been required 5 
by my subject: I have done 80, not merely to satisfy / 
the reader that my cases were properly selected; but 
likewise, with the view of illustrating the natural | 


hastory of 5yphilis, which has been very imperſectly 
handled by the * as writers. 
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ny 8 grains . F muriate ue be ; 
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however, 


n of urine took place. By a licle' 


ent ande caution be was enabled to encrease 
pl | At on it 


very painful; while, ber W 
—Februaty the 18.” Thirty 
muriate of eke 
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four times, and 


The ee ee in water has aid 3 


PO AT healed ; the nose e quite well: Her 
tongue is not Wo I 7 he 
only new ooe 
last © before this period, I had bœen fac" 
voured with a communication from the Surgeons of 
Gg 


WooLwica 


| an pain her comarh, to an alarming degree: Her 


. whits; be did not perspire; but, a 
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Woolwien Hosrir az; concerning the cause and 
the remedy of this heat in the urine of patients taking 
oxygenated muriate of potash ; in consequence of 
which, I decreased the daily quantity of that remedy : 
to only thirty grains. On the cighth, the heat and 
ecretion of her urine were lessened: But she had 
taken ninety grains, during the last two days. I di- | | 
| rectedit to be continued 'in the same proportion.— | 
12th, Her nose has got worse these four days. — 
15th. Again, her nose is better; but the gonorrhæa b 
remains undiminished: I therefore ordered a vitriolic 
injection.— 1th. This day she has had a violent 
pain in her head, with giddiness, vomiting, and purg- | 
ing. The medicine was now entirely discontinued. 
The gonorrhæa has lessened : Her salivary glands 
are not at all affected: Her tongue is not yet white : = 
Her pulse beats 160 in a minute.—g6th.. The = 
vomiting and looseness are better; but the pain | 
and giddiness are still excessive: Her pulse has risen 
to 106: Venereal eruptions are appearing under the 
hair in the nape of her-neck - suspended all me- 
dlcal treatment, in order to See the farther progress of 
we symptoms; but, he went out of the —_— _- 
returned no more. . t 


4% with the new Remedies, ; 35 
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The Following i is the communication tote al- 


laded to, from Woorwien Hosrrrar; Which 
82 endloced 1 in a letter from Dr. Rollo. - . 
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% « f 3 1 an ie devialib-echtitanioria and 


states of the stomach, the oxygenated muriate of 


CEN” 


potash when given in large doses, instead of produc- 
ing its usual effects upon che constitution, runs off by 
urine undecomposed; in such cases the patient ge- 
rally complains of sharpness and heat of urine, 


| with a frequent desire to pass it Tlis fact was de- 


rected by the following simple process: The urine of 


a patient who had for some days been taking fifty 


grains four times a day, and who complained much 


of scalding, &c. Was evaporated until it afforded, on . 


cooling, a mass of impure crystals mixed with anima} 
extractive matter; these crystals were Separated and 


placed on filtering paper, and washed with a little 


alcoh ol, they were then re-dissolved i in hot water, and 


suffered to crystallize a Second time by cooling; by 
this means the oxygenated muriate of Potash was ob- 
tained in crystals mixed with some ammoniacal ealts, 


and common muriate of potash, and when thrown 


upon red hot __ Gn ih its usual e 


flame,” ee le e ee e 
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| prejudicial; as by exciting the action of the urinary 
organs too much, the whole or a considerable part 
may be carried off undecompoged, « 
SAME manner as mercury is 
. duces purging, To avoid this inconvenience whe 


nitrous, muriatic, or even vinegar given aſter .« 
by this means the salt must unavoiĩdably be 
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_ElizaBETH HAN DRx, 33 years of age, was 


7 the 18th; at which time 5 
to twelve in a day. 


tongue was very white; a diarrhea had come on 
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theae two 5 pez che penis 8 and her 
urine was encreased. The preceding letter from | 


* Rollo induced me to diminish the quantity of 
Potach this day, from an hundred and twenty to only 85 


thirty grains: I also ordered a grain of opium to be 
taken at bed time for three nights. — i ath. Her pulse 
was very feeble and beat 124 in a minute; an ex- 
treme degree of erethism and tremor came on, ac- 
companied with severe pain in her head, confused 1 1 
tellect, disordered stomach, and other i inconveniences 
5 arising from the medicine: Her gonorrhea also was 
greatly encreased, although he had hitherto used an 
astringent injection; but the venereal spots now 
looked paler. The oxygenated muriate of potash 


was omitted in consequence of the unpleasant symp- 


toms it had occasioned.—1 sth. All the complaints 


- last mentioned had gone off and even the gonorrhæa 


was lessened, without having used any of the in- 
jection these three days. Her gums and salivary 
glands were unaffected by this treatment.—I could 
not but think the new medicine was in this case in- 
efficient, and therefore. directed a course of mercu- 
rial ointment. All her venereal complaints gave way 
in a short time; and, on the 86th of Da ates 1 dis. 
change her en R 6 
= CASE 
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Jonx Brown applied to me at the Froasnuny 
Droygnsany, on the 22nd of December, 1797, and 
gave the following account of himself. About four 
years ago he had symptoms of the venereal disease, 
which a surgeon removed in a week: A considerable 
time afterwards one of his testicles became indurated 
and swelled; this complaint was treated as a syphili- 
me infection by one of the surgeon's of St. Bartho- 
lomews Hospital. — Having rubbed in mercurial 
- ointment three weeks, the surgeon discharged him as 
cured: But soon after he had exposed himself to the 
air, a violent ptyalism and swelled mouth came on, 
Which confined him at home several days. When 
his spitting ceased, the roof of his mouth inflamed 
and became painful ; and about eight days before I 
saw him, a very small aperture appeared in the s6ft 


On applying to me I could not doubt of this being 


a venereal case, and judged it a fit one for the trial 


of nitrous acid: After having given this medicine 
one week in the usual manner, as freely as the patient 

could bear it, I found the ulcer had got deeper and > 
—_ wider; and therefore det to administer 


CLILLLLICC 


15 the powder thee c times a — ihe and. . 
1 it in does ef filicen grains,—qtb, 
ken three times a a day.” He 


irly ; grains at each dose.—8 -gih. 


mi dicine bad not in the smallest degree . 


checked the progress of the ulceration. He was 
now:in danger of loosing the whole of his palate, 
and I could not in conscience forbear administering 
| mercury: But, as he went soon after to an hospital, 
I did not see ihe issue of the case. During the 
: latter part of the ti time of his taking the oxygenated 
muriate = bad. a . 4 of saliva 2D 


/ , 
* - 


tho c A 8 E 
* eilen 3 my patient at 1 
FinsBURY DisrpENsARx, in the autumn of 1797. 
He has been some time under the care of my col | 

N Dr. 5 88785 a — having 
him 10 me. eee ee ee 2 

mercury, till the spots had neariy disappeared ; and 
then, DEA ns wascapable of 
"OR. 
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185 (Heating ry 5 _ E, 1 3 two = da ns 
| (from Apothecaries Hall) to be taken i in a pint and 
2 bal : of vater daih y This patient was was one of i 
8 the, most fit subjects/ possible, for a course of ex- 
perit ents; He was | rfectly conformable to evei y 
direction: He: had--the fullest confidence. in my 
juach ment: He lived in a situation where he was 
3 | provided for, and. where 1 could visit bim from = 
ume to time: In hort, be as one of the most 
5 tractable and patient beings imaginable. I have 
mentioned this, because the progress of his case is | 
extraordinary, and it may assist in giving weight to 5 
what I shall add, of bis history. He steadily per- 8 
zevered i in taking the acid, without having any ap- 
pearance of the lues or any unpleasant effect from ö 
the remedy, till the 7th of November; when a sali- 
; vation came on.—17th, Fresh eruptions were disco- 
vered upon his legs. Having nom exhibited the acid 
forty-two days, 1 discontinued it, and watched for the 
zubsequent eymptoms.— 8th. Violent pains have 
attacked one of his arms, and a svelling has. come | 
on the left ulna. 1 amused him, and at the same 
time improved bis general health, by ordering the 
daily use of a a decoction of cascarilla Next day, : : 
he called to chew me a tumor on his right tibia, 


which was extremely tender. I directed fifieen 
grains of the compound powder of ipecacuan to be 

taken at bed-time, four suceessive nights—Decem. 
ber the 6th, - His pains were better. The powder 
was repeated for si x nights more.— ſanuary the 20th. : 


I Vent on till this time, that the case might be in 80 


distinct and unequivocal a form as to be fit for che 


OXYGENATED MURIATE OF POTASH, In addi. = 


tion to the nodes, eruptions, and nocturnal pains, a 
lardaceous ulcer has made its appearance on the left 
tonsil. He began to take twenty grains of the kaliin 
a cup of water four times a day.—2zth. The dose 
is augmented to thirty grains. No good effect i is pro- 
duced: His stomach and intestines are uneasy 
from the medicine, — goth. It has agreed lately, 
and he has even encreased the quantity to forty 
grains: But, to prevent his bowels from being af- 
fected, I ordered an opium pill every night at bed- 
time.—February the 6th. Ihe opium is repeated, 
and the potash is hereafter to be taken r1vE times a 

day, in the dose of forty grains—1oth, He has con- 
tinued it in the same dose; but che Lues Venere 
seems still in progression, and the tonsil is more 
ulcerated : His appetite fails him; his urine dimi- 
* in quantity ; ; he has a constant thirst and dry 


Skin 


i 1} 


Iſs 40 Ae 3 1 


n ASPECT, 


my — SINE RY 


akin; his bowols.ar are rice. and: very hot; a ory 7 
shivering comes over him when he takes the kali; 
and he has a slight salivation, vith a pain in his | 
jaws, but not spongy gums.— February 14th. Tbe 7 
tonsil is very deeply ulcerated and spreads wider; 

the spots are enereasing in number; the nodes | 
much more painful; his gums are red and tender, | 
but his breath is. not fetid ; The medicine now 
produces a universal tremor when he takes it, and 
has caused a languid intermitting pulse. —1 6th. : 
He protests he has never yet missed taking his 
20tash ; but, the third dose to day occasioned such 
excruciating pain on one side of his abdomen, ac- 
companied with a trembling motion of the heart, 
chat be could not move his body from the pot 
where he lay, during the space of seven hours: At 
the end of that time, he vas relieved by a . 
arrhæa and vomiting. He has had a defective se- 
cretion by the kidneys till within the two last days, 
when he voided. a considerable quantity | of urine: : 
His tongue has been furred and white, as in the 
| former CASES, His venereal spots are at length 

rather paler than they were; but the nodes are as 
large as before, and painful almost to Angina 4 
The ulcerated tonsil is almost destroyed. 
„ Hha This 


8 abide the acid forty two days, and like wise er 
ployed about SEVENTY-$1X DRAMS OF THE/OXY- ; 
GEN ATED MURIATE OF POTASH. It was high. 
| time; aſter this decisive trial, to treat the man by other 

 means,—On the 1 7th of February, I directed him 

to begin with the mercurial ointment, and to gargle 
his throatwith a weak solution of mu Iatec omen 
| ay & eympionts yielded i in ten days : The erupt 


" 5 ou his nocturnal. eng of the 


vanes expoied $6 edit dirt and e | 
ointment to be absorbed with great difficulty, was 
advised to persevere in the use of mercury till the 
end of Mey.— He is at present in gool health, and 


en not e ee to have: cen much debilitated by 


ON, | 


Davin cba, is 20, belek patient at 2 


the Lock; on the 1 1th of August 1796. Six 
5 en ee 10 chat . he bad d contracted a | 


- av sur. When he Et to nie, be bad 
N e ny and ukers on the arm. 
He 


7 


rial ointment; and, during Kiiitetin spat rom 
| 5 oſt 08 4 pint and a half every day. —I dis. 
missed bim, as cured, in the middle of October: 
| d to me on the 26th. of January 
499% with a venereal hoarseness, pains in his 


bones, a crustaceous eruption upon the alæ nasi, 
and several blotches on his forehead — Having seen 
_ this relapse after what was thou ght a proper course 
| of mercury, ö + varied the treatment, by ordering 
 calomel ointment. Ie was relieved in the usual 
time; but continued the friction, till ninety seven 
drams and a half had been eaten e was, 
on this occasion, extreme difficult in having his 
mouth affected, and in absorbing the ointment : : 
changed it for the blue, (in common use,) but with- _ 
out any advantage in these respects; indeed, 1 
found the calomel ointment to be rubbed i in wich 
greater facility than che other—1 discharged him 
apparently well on the 7th of April. This insidious 


< disease, however, made its appearance on his nose a 
third time, by the 25th of May Nothing could 
be more perplexing and obstinate. 1 once more 
ordered the blue ointment ; and i it was rubbed in 
| with N till cighty-four drm were used. 
ho 


\ 


9 The Author's Epen. 8 bet 5 


* 


Wy 


It wav: a; a pint enlargement; of TY 1 
(not an uncommon effect of mercury) which made 
me discontinue its use,—I dismissed him again, in 5 
the latter end of July, after having been apparently 

cured more than one month: But, on the 43th of ; 
November following, he returned to me 4 fourth 

time, with precisely the same scabby eruption, 
which threatened to ulcerate his nose and upper lip; 
also a similar scab on the right shoulder; and a 
small tumor upon the left tibia, accompanied with 


nocturnal pains in his forehead and occiput. —I was 


extremely chagrined at these repeated relapses, and 
determined to try the new plan of cure. BER 
November the 27th 1797. He began to take 
the nitrous acid, in the quantity of two measured 
drams ; and was ordered to continue it every day. 
— December the ach. He has had repeated attacks 
of violent pain in both his shins, which induced me 
to direct a grain of opium every night: He als0 N 
has a node appearing on the right tidia—1 ith. 1 
encreased the daily proportion of the acid to three 
drams. The scab spreads more upon his nose. 
14th. Considerably worse.—18th. The acid gaye 
extreme pain in his stomach duri 0g the whole day: 


1 therefore 
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1 therefore added a dram of the tincture of opium 


and three ounces of common treacle, to three 
drams of the acid, diluted with a quart of water. 
| 20th, The acid medicine will not remain upon his 
stomach: Add two ounces of Jamaica pepper 
water to the same mixture I last prescribed.—2th; 
He continues to take the acid, but with the greatest 
 difficulty—2gth. The medicine still makes him 5 
sick, and cannot be persevered in any longer. 
None of his complaints, except the pains, are any 
better. I directed him on the same day to take 
five grains of the OXYGENATED MURIATE OF 
POTASH three times, and to augment the quantity 
every day after. January the 8th. His pulse 
had encreased to 106 in a minute; his tongue had 
become white ; but no unusual secretion bad taken 
place; nor was his disease yet affected by the pot- 
a8h.—1 5th. He now takes ninety-five grains in a 
day: His gums are inflamed and swelled; but, not 
at all spongy, nor is his breath offensive: His pulse 
has arisen to 122: His nose and shoulder are ma- 
| nifestly better, especially the latter; and his pains 
are still more alleviated.—2 and. He takes a hun- 
0 and ET "_ to dy His nose re- 
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1 tural pains are © quite f gone : 65 lis pole only 106 . 


His tongue still white : He 5pits very liule; but 8 


seats considerably: His strength fails; 5 and be 5 
d become extremely dejecied.—agtb. 1 now per- 
ceived his nose to get sore within the nostrils, while 
the scab upon the outside remained: Several inequa- 
lities were also observable on the t biæ; 5 but they 
were not painful. His daily dase of the potash at last 
was one hundred and fifty | five. grains: It certainly 
made him very irritable and feeble, as well as injured : 


bis appetite. Upon the whole I saw no encourage- : 
- ment to persist in, this plan of treatment: The man - 
had already lost nine weeks; during which period, he 
took as much acid and oxygen as ought to have 
_ cured him; if they had been Poszes5ed of anti- 
venereal properties. January the goth. He be- 
gan a course of mercurial frietion. Aſier aixty-. 
four drams had been employed, he was apparently | 
well; but I made him an out patient, and or- 
dered five grains of the blue 225 night and morning: 
He continued them till the  agth of April, when 
I desired them to be omitted. He promised to re- 
turn, if any venereal symptoms should again occur. 


Is not this a lamentable e rample of that singular 
| idiosyncrasy, w hich baffles 1 e | most cautious _ £ 


r 4 i 


VEE 


4 we . His £ 


SY 8 
I „%¾ 5th 2a 


i * 
* « 


; .. 
7 4 3 * % 5 
I $I © OM 


A 


Av * 3 


PR | C2 y would not 
e ot the FO ROT af 1 n | g_ eee 


* . <> 1 
* F + 5 * ? — 'F * 28 4 po * Gb" 3 * V 
f * * * 2 N I'S % « * "+. . fy 
£ C4 5 th 7 4 : 9 8 SJ "Ip TE 5 8 8 E 3 
FRE 3 7 WS, 2 * 7 * 1 Y 2 * 3 4 r ON -- #- 1 
| who ” 2 4 


4 „ 22 5 > * | MY} „ 7 4553657 


caused the spots to fade — The erup- 
tions are still going off. 
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although: his lips and checks. are now ulcerated 
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the local action of the adi, —5g06 "His "lips and 
gums are much more affected by the acid, though 
he takes it *through': a glass tube; and he 5pits three 


- pints in twenty-four hours. goth.—The spots are 
as much dispersed as they would have been by a 


wild course 0 be. ovember the 2nd. The 
— ae P he WP 


: A small glandular swelling appears above his lef 


elbow, which gives considerable pain; and an | 
hoarseness (peculiar to the "venereal disease) 


bas like wise begun to be troublesome.— 1 3th, Tbe 


nitric acid has been continued till this day; when 


* was deenied superfluous'to use it any longer. He 


en it regularly fortytwo days. From the pre- 
sent period, till the 4th of January, he was absent 


from the hospital and took nothing: He then re- 
turned, wich his face as chickly beset with pustular 
syphilitic eruptions as ever I saw a patient, and with 


a considerable number upon various parts of his 


body. He told me they began to make their ap- 
pearance three weeks after he had quitted the Lock. 


His hoarseness also was now very bad. thouglit 


this a fair experiment with the acid; and determined 
to give as full a trial to the OXYGEN {ATED MURI- 
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8 | January | the 5th, 1798. . 
medicine were given him in six pills, and 1 ordered 
them to be encreased gradually from day to day. 

By thetime his daily quantity was augmented to nine · 

teen pills, (each containing five grains of the pot- 

ssh) his hoarseness was better, and the eruptions in 
his face had diminished; but those upon his body 

| were the same as before —22nd. He now takes a 

hundred and fiſty grains a day, without any unplea- 

sant effect, except a violent itching over his body: 
His tongue is become white, and his pulse more fre- 
quent ihan natural—zgth. The eruptions are in 
general paler ihan they were. February the ist. 
His pills agree perfectly ; but as they have been en- 
| unn I now 
desired forty grains of the potash to be given in water 
five times a day instead of them.—gth. He has con- 
tinued to take TWO HUNDRED GRAINS EACH Day 
without any inconvenience to his stomach: His 
lips and cheeks, which had been ulcerated by. the 
local action of the acid, and have never got well 
since, are much more swelled, and very painful: 

He vill spits three pints every day; but has no 

other encreased secretion: His: pulse is rather soſt 

. and ſequent: . is White: His sublingual 
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mouth got well, and 1 


Wich will, it is hoped» 


| become more numerous on his face, after ha in 


chan common. He at chis time elope 
| m and I have not seen him since. 
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glands are rumefed _ es : F recheruptions| are 
appearing, and the old ones are. more vivid an 
they were a fortnight. before. Sch. The TC are 
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F. 2OTASH»/; It now. seemed 


frivolous to persevere, and 1 actually was ashamed 
to forbid mercurial inunction any longer. He used! 
a dram every night and morning, until the 15th of 
May ; during the whole of which time his gums re- 
remained ferm, his ptyalism diminished from three 
pints to one, the. swelling and ulcerations of his 


even thought he bore the 


mercury betier than uſual: But, I did not perceive 
that his venereal symptoms yielded more reAlily 


3 


Tbese are all POP: cases; in W have fairly en- 
bibited che oxygenated. muriate of potasb: I sball, 
in the next part of this. Essay, detail some recent 


communications from various medical gentlemen; 


afford sufficient goon 0 


deduce a few important practical conclugions. 
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